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Christmas Bird Counts  
2017 ï 2018 

 
The 118th CBC takes place this year 
between December 14, 2017 and Jan-
uary 5, 2018. Information on dates 
and contacts for the 106 BC counts, 
as well as the Bird Counts4Kids, are 
available at bcfo.ca . 

 

Not Just an LBJ  
On November 3, 2017, Langley birder 
Cos van Vermerskerken had found a 
Clay-coloured Sparrow at Brydon La-
goon, close to photographer John Gor-
donôs house. Clay-coloured are com-
mon enough in the interior, but much 
less so in the Lower Mainland.  
John went looking, and waited at 

the expected spot for two hours, ap-
parently in vain. But then he heard a 
rustling behind him. He very slowly 
turned around and there, perched on a 
stem of grass about two metres away, 
was the bird. 
If only all such hunts could be so 

satisfying. 

bcfo.ca
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Presidentõs 

Message  
Mike McGrenere, President 

 
In early November I joined Jude and 
Al Grass on a trip to Hope to look at 
possible venues for the 2018 confer-
ence and AGM. Jude had made en-
quiries with the Hope community 
centre about use of their banquet 
room. She also arranged to meet with 
Scott Denkers and Kelly Pearce from 
the Hope Mountain Centre who have 
agreed to assist with the organization 
of the conference.  
Scott and Kelly suggested that we 

look at the Hope Golf and Country 
Club which has a banquet room that 
is popular for weddings. The golf 
club is in a gorgeous location and 
looks very suitable for our event so 
we have secured the facility for the 
weekend of June 1, 2 and 3. While 

looking at the banquet room we ob-
served Varied Thrushes, Robins, a 
Hairy Woodpecker, Stellerôs Jays 
and four other species just outside 
the building. A detailed outline of the 
events and field trips will be in the 
March issue of BC Birding as well as 
on the website. 
There will be a two-day pre-

conference field trip and post-
conference extension trip. Adrian 
Leather is organizing these two ac-
tivities with the pre-conference trip 
planned to take place in the Princeton 
area and the post-conference exten-
sion heading to the Williams Lake 
area for some great birding. Details 
of these two birding events will also 
be available in the March issue of BC 
Birding and on the website. 
An e-mail message to all mem-

bers was sent in late September re-
garding revisions to the BCFO Con-
stitution and Bylaws required by the 
new BC Societies Act. A draft of the 
revised Constitution and Bylaws was 
placed in the Members Section of the 
website for members to view and 

comment. The Board will be review-
ing all comments received by the end 
of November and a new draft will be 
placed in the Members Section of the 
website in the new year for your con-
sideration. A vote on the new draft 
will take place at the Hope AGM. 
Shorter daylight hours and colder 

temperatures mean that winter is ap-
proaching and it will be time to par-
ticipate in your local Christmas Bird 
Count. Whether you will be counting 
in snow or more balmy conditions on 
the West Coast, the Christmas 
Counts are a great way to wind up 
the birding year. A list of the Christ-
mas Bird Counts in British Columbia 
is available on the website. This is 
the 118th year that Christmas Bird 
Counts have been held in North 
America. The website also has infor-
mation about Christmas Bird Counts 
for Kids. 

 
On behalf of the Board, I wish you 
all the best for an enjoyable holiday 
season and a happy new year. 
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Notes  

Tumbler Ridge 
 Follow-up 

The BCFO board meeting in September 
reviewed the financial situation from 
the Tumbler Ridge AGM as well as the 
overall finances of the BCFO, and  
decided to send an additional $1,000 
donation to the Tumbler Ridge Museum 
Foundation for assisting with the AGM. 
Board members agreed that the meeting 
had been an outstanding success in all 
respects. 

STEVE CANNINGS 
AWARD FOR 2017: DR. 
ART MARTELL 

Wayne C. Weber 
 

The Steve Cannings Award, presented 
each year by BC Field Ornithologists, is 
named for the late Steve Cannings of 
Penticton, BC, who was an outstanding 
naturalist, nature photographer, and 
conservationist. The Cannings Award 
recognizes an individual who has made 
significant contributions over a long 
period of time to ornithology in BC in 
any one or more of the following three 
areas: (1) research on bird biology or 
ecology, or detailed documentation of 
the avifauna of a portion of BC; (2) 
conservation of birds or of bird habitats 
in BC; and (3) public education about 
birds in BC.  The award recipient is 
selected by a three-person Award Com-
mittee, chaired by myself, and approved 
by the BCFO Board. 

 

This yearôs winner of the Cannings 
Award is Dr. Art Martell of Courtenay, 
BC. A plaque commemorating the 
award was presented to Dr. Martell at 
the BCFO Annual Meeting in Tumbler 
Ridge on June 10, 2017. 
Art is from Cape Breton Island in 

Nova Scotia, and earned his B.Sc. de-
gree in 1967 at Acadia University in 
Wolfville, Nova Scotia.  In 1969, he 
received his M.Sc. in Wildlife Manage-
ment from Acadia, with his M.Sc. the-
sis on the wintering waterfowl of Nova 
Scotia. 
For his PhD, Art moved to the Uni-

versity of Alberta, where he completed 
his Ph.D. dissertation on the demogra-
phy of tundra and taiga populations of 
red-backed voles.  He acknowledges 
being mentored by Dr. Bill Fuller, re-
nowned biologist and conservationist at 
the University of Alberta. 
After working for a year at the Bore-

al Institute of Northern Studies in Ed-
monton, Art joined the Canadian Wild-
life Service (CWS) in 1975, working 
first out of the Great Lakes Forest Re-
search Centre in Sault Ste. Marie, On-
tario.  From 1978 to 1983, he carried on 
research from the Whitehorse office of 
CWS. In 1983, he moved to Ottawa, 
where for two years he was a Senior 
Scientist with CWS in charge of wild-
life research.  In 1985, he moved to BC, 
and has been here ever since.  From 
1985 to 1995, he was Regional Director 
of the CWS for the Pacific and Yukon 
Region, and from 1995 until 2000, he 
was the Regional Director-General for 
Environment Canada in Vancouver. 
In his administrative roles with 

CWS and Environment Canada, Art 
helped to establish and supervise sever-
al partnerships and programs which 
have been extremely important for bird 
research and conservation.  In 1998, he 
helped to establish the Pacific Coast 
Joint Venture, one of several partner-
ships between government agencies and 
non-government conservation organiza-
tions which is focused on securing key 
habitats for waterfowl and waterbirds, 
in this case along the Pacific Coast in 
the United States and BC. He was heav-
ily involved in the Fraser River Action 
Plan in the 1990s.  He was involved in 
the establishment of NABCI (the North 
American Bird Conservation Initiative), 
and from 2000 until his retirement in 
2003, he was the first Canadian national 
coordinator for that plan.  He was also 
involved in the establishment of the 
Centre for Wildlife Ecology at Simon 
Fraser University.  Art was on the 
board of Bird Studies Canada for an 
impressive 13 years, 7 of those as the 
board chairperson.   
In addition to all the above, Art has 

provided a major service to BCFO, first 
of all as a board member for many 
years, and second and of major im-
portance, as the editor of our journal, 
British Columbia Birds, since 2008. 
Art served as the Regional Coordi-

nator for the BC Breeding Bird Atlas 
Project between 2008 and 2012 for the 
Comox Valley-Campbell River and 

North Island regions, and put in over 
300 hours in the field as an atlasser.  He 
has also contributed almost 2,000 
checklists to eBird over the last several 
years.  In addition, he has been active in 
the Comox Valley Naturalists Society, 
including a six-year stint as the chair of 
their Birders Group.   
BC Field Ornithologists are delight-

ed to recognize Art Martell as the win-
ner of the Cannings Award for 2017. 

 

Nature Vancouver 100th 
Anniversary 

2018 will be the 100th anniversary of  
Nature Vancouver (originally Vancou-
ver Natural History Society), and as 
part of its celebrations, it will be host-
ing BC Natureôs 2018 AGM, from May 
10 to 13. 
The theme is Promoting Health in 

Nature:  Past, Present and Future, and  
the venue for the conference is UBCôs 
Forest Sciences Centre. Field trips are 
being arranged to highlight nearby are-
as including Pacific Spirit Regional 
Park and Jericho Beach.  

Details on activities and registration  
will be available on the BC Nature and 
Nature Vancouver websites:  

 
www.bcnature.ca 
www.event.naturevancouver.ca 
 

Featured Photographer 

The Featured Photographer Series is 
back on line after an extended absence, 
but it was well worth the wait. The fif-
teenth presenter in the series is Michelle 

http://www.bcnature.ca
http://www.event.naturevancouver.ca
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Lamberson of Kelowna. Twelve of her 
stunning photographs can be seen at: 
 
bcfo.ca/michelle-lamberson-october-2017 
 

Recording Bird Songs 

Richard Johnson has been recording 
bird song with a Song Meter SM4 and 
has two ready to go for spring 2018. If 
any members have any interest in this 
method of archiving bird presence and 
experience of what timing protocols to 
use, Richard would like to hear from 
you at richard.slrc@gmail.com. 
 

House Sparrows ï 
Decided Nuisances? 

Andy Buhler 

While indexing some old newspapers 
for the Vernon Museum and Archives I 
came across the following little item. I 
was amused to note that even back in 
1906 the local populace was worried 
about an invasion of introduced feath-
ered friends. 

June 12, 1906. Vernon News : 
page 5, column 4 [Part of the 
regular ôTown and Districtõ col-

umn]  

òTwo years ago a couple of Eng-
lish Sparrows were observed 
for the first time on our streets. 
Last summer the brood had in-
creased to a dozen or two, and 
this season a large colony of 
them makes its home on Bar-
nard Avenue. It is only a matter 
of a short time until these feath-
ered pests will become a decid-

ed nuisance.ó 

 

The Vernon CBC in 1986 tallied 1,416 
House Sparrows. Maybe they were 
right to worry! Still, by 2016, only 566 
House Sparrows were tallied in the 
Vernon CBC. In fact, in 29 CBCs after 
1986 only two counts had tallied over 
1,000 House Sparrows and many 
counts were down in the 200-800 range. 
Maybe those "feathered pests" have not 

really become such ña decided nui-
sance.ò since their arrival.  

 

Southerly Red-throated 
Loon 

Red-throated Loons are not seen all that 
often in southern BC, but four years in 
a row the one below has appeared in a 

lake where Heather Baines lives near 
Daisy Lake, south of Whistler. It has 
been cooperative for photographs, com-
ing up to the beach in the evening and 
morning.  
 

Correction 

John  Gordon points out that while the 
photograph of  George Clulow that ap-
peared in the September edition was 
indeed by him, the picture of the Siberi-
an Accentor, shown in the photograph, 
was by Raymond Ng.  
Apologies for the erroneous attribu-

tion (editor). 
 

 
 
 

 

BCFO Research Grants  
 

British Columbia Field Ornithologists wish to promote the study and en-
joyment of wild birds in British Columbia, foster cooperation between am-
ateur and professional ornithologists, support ornithological research pro-
grams, and support natural history and conservation efforts to preserve 
birds and their habitats. To those ends, BCFO encourages submission of 
proposals for financial assistance for bird surveys and other ornithological 
research.  

Over the past 20 years BCFO has granted over $20,000 for bird research 
and conservation in British Columbia. Projects funded by regular grants 
include studies on cavity-nesting birds on Becher's Prairie, Vancouver Is-
land Sandhill Cranes, Barrowôs Goldeneye wintering on the Columbia 
River, Western Bluebird reintroduction, bird surveys in the Nanaimo river 
estuary, and a Bird Atlas for the Peace River as well as for educational and 
conservation activities in the Creston Valley, Vaseux Lake Bird Observa-
tory and an eBird Protocol Count for Kilpoola Lake IBA.  Major grants 
have also been given for the B.C. Breeding Bird Atlas and the Internation-
al Ornithological Congress 2018.  

BCFO regularly offers Research Grants up to $2,000, but may offer larger 
grants if approved at an AGM. Much of the money for grants comes from 
a surcharge included in the fees for the Annual Conference Extension trips. 
Deadlines for submissions are January 1 and July 1. 

Much more can be done for birds in British Columbia by individual citizen 
science projects or student research projects. We welcome proposals to 
help increase the knowledge, conservation and public awareness of birds in 
British Columbia. For more information visit the BCFO website (bcfo.ca/
bcfo-research-grants/). 

bcfo.ca/michelle-lamberson-october-2017
https://bcfo.ca/bcfo-research-grants/
https://bcfo.ca/bcfo-research-grants/
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Bird Listersõ 

Corner 
 

The March 2018 edition of this news-
magazine will once again include list-
ing tables. To take part, please report 
your life list totals as of December 31, 
2017 for any or all the areas listed be-
low. You may wish to submit special-
ized lists such as birds seen above 
1,500 metres in BC etc. or areas not 
previously listed. If the list for a new 
area is covered by a checklist, please 
provide the total number of species on 
the current list. Most areas listed are 
those  with published checklists. The 
number after each area is the threshold 
level, which in most cases represents 
50% of the species included on the 
most recent checklist for that area. You 
may report levels below the threshold. 
Space permitted they will be included. 
The size of the geographic areas listed 
varies considerably. 

 

¶ The ABA list has been altered to 
include Hawaii, so it now encom-
passes all species seen north of the 
Mexican/US border plus Hawaii.  
The prior ABA listing area north of 
the Mexican/US border will also be 
retained and listed as ABA Conti-
nental. 

¶ North Pacific Pelagic Waters in-
clude all species seen more than 3.2 
km (2 miles) from shore off Alaska, 
BC, Washington, Oregon and Cali-
fornia.  

¶ Non-motorized Transportation 
(NMT) consists of species seen/
heard using self-powered locomo-
tion (walk, run, bicycle, canoe etc.) 
from your home location.  

¶ ATPT comprises the totalling of all 
your Canadian Province & Territory 
lists to create a ñtotal ticksò list. 
 

Areas listed are those having three or 
more members providing totals for 
2016. If more than one family member 
is submitting a list, individual forms 
need to be submitted.  

 
Email your list to lawrenceco-
wan@shaw.ca or mail the form below 
to: Larry Cowan #45, 12268 ï 189A 
Street, Pitt Meadows, BC V3Y 2M7. 

 

Deadline 
Deadline for submitting listing totals is 
February 1, 2018.  
 

Acknowledgement 
All lists received by either mail or 
email will be acknowledged if an email 
address is known. If you do not receive 
an acknowledgement, your list was not 
received. 

 
é.. British Columbia (240) 

é.. ABA (400) 

é.. Canada (350) 

é.. World (900) 

é.. Vancouver (190) 

é.. Okanagan Valley (160) 

é.. Yukon (40) 

é.. Northwest Territories (40) 

é.. Alberta (190) 

é.. All Ticks Prov & Territories 

       (ATPT) 

é.. Washington (190) 

é.. Victoria (120) 

é.. Vancouver Island (190) 

é.. Peace River Area (130) 

é.. Sea & Iona Islands 

é.. Westham & Reifel Islands 

é.. BC Winter Seasonal list 

é.. World Families (120) 

é.. Non-motorized (NMT) 

é.. North Pacific Pelagic Waters 

é.. Manning PP (90) 

é.. Prince George (130) 

é.. Sunshine Coast (120) 

 
 

é.. West Kootenay (150) 

é.. Creston Valley (120) 

é.. Fraser Valley (150) 

é.. Blackie Spit 

é.. Semiamhoo Peninsula 

é.. Kamloops (130) 

é.. Mount Robson PP (80) 

é.. Princeton (80) 

é.. Salt Spring Island (110) 

é.. Haida Gwaii 

é.. Pitt Meadows 

é.. North America (500) 

é.. over 1,500 metres 

 

(Other) 

é.. ééééééééééé 

é.. ééééééééééé 

é.. ééééééééééé 

é.. ééééééééééé 

é.. ééééééééééé. 

é.. ééééééééééé. 

é.. ééééééééééé 

BCFO LISTING REPORT FORM  
 DECEMBER 2017 

Name. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    Date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

mailto:lawrencecowan@shaw.ca
mailto:lawrencecowan@shaw.ca
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BCFO  

Two -day Trips  

Mini-Pelagic Report 

Kathryn Clouston 

October 28ï29, 2017   
Around a dozen people, mostly from 
the Comox Valley and Langley, joined 
Mike McGrenere for a mini-pelagic trip 
on the Coho ferry to Washington and an 
introduction to Victoria birding. I am 
fairly new to birding and the BCFO so 
this was my first time on a two-day 
field trip and provided a great introduc-
tion to a new area for me. 
We met at the Coho ferry terminal 

in downtown Victoria on a gorgeous 
sunny Saturday, not something you can 
rely on down here on the wet coast.  
Customs clearance was much easier 
than the equivalent at an airport and we 
were off to see what the glorious weath-
er had brought us. It started a little slow 
with only a handful of Mew Gulls close 
to the terminal but then picked up as we 
approached Ogden Point, a good omen 
since that is where we would be going 
the following day. We were ushered out 
of the harbour by a group of Rhinoceros 
Auklets and the real pelagic part began. 
We quickly began seeing what end-

ed up being dozens of Common 
Murres, a few Pigeon Guillemots 
(below) and a variety of gulls, including 
a few Heermannôs. On the US side we 

found a couple of Marbled Murrelet but 
alas, no jaegers or shearwaters. No 
complaints were heard, however, as the 
exciting birds would have blown in on 
nausea-inducing weather which most 
were happy to avoid. We had lunch in 
the little park beside the ferry terminal 
and then headed back. 
The return trip started well when 

some Black Turnstones flew onto the 
wharf beside us, then some Red-
breasted Mergansers flew by. There 
were a number of other water birds 
around the Port Angeles harbour. Once 
outside the harbour we were treated to 
lines of Heermannôs Gulls flying past 
the ferry and then we had at least one of 
most of the gulls found in this area, so 
we got to practice, or develop, our gull 
ID skills. On the Canadian side we 
were treated to the spectacle of some 
Humpback whales and a couple of An-
cient Murrelets while a Black Oyster-
catcher welcomed us into Victoria Har-
bour. 
The weather stayed good and we 

met at the end of Ogden Point at 8:30 
the next morning, a very civilized start 
to a busy day. The sun was just starting 
to peek over the hill as we began walk-
ing out along the walkway so we didnôt 
miss anything by starting at this hour.  
Some Black Oystercatchers entertained 
us on the rocks nearby while we were 
assembling and kept popping up as we 
moved along the breakwater. We had 
some tantalizing glimpses of murrelets 
through the scopes at the mid-point so 
decided to go all the way to the end 
where we were treated to great looks at 
Ancient and Marbled Murrelets side by 
side so you could see the differences.  
We had spotted some Black Turnstones 
picking between the barnacles while 
walking along and then saw a group of 
Turnstones with a couple of Surfbirds 

fly past.  An omen, although we didnôt 
know it at the time, of the Surfbirds we 
would see throughout the day. 
We then moved on to Clover Point 

where we saw most of the gulls that can 
be found in the Victoria area, sitting 
this time, along with more Turnstones 
and Surfbirds. Mike was telling us that 
the nearby unmowed grassy area is of-
ten a location to find unusual or rare 
birds when, on cue, a bird flew in with 
a bright yellow breast, so we added a 
Western Meadowlark to our list.  
We moved on to Queenôs Park near 

the Oak Bay Marina to grab some lunch 
and a quick look at the water/shore 
birds where we saw a couple of Short-
billed Dowitchers and a couple of 
Greater Yellowlegs. Our last spot near 
the water was Cattle Point where we 
had more Turnstones and Surfbirds as 
well as some sparrows and then at the 
end a few American Pipits flew in for a 
quick visit. 
After that we moved inland and met 

up at Michellôs farm stand to grab 
something to eat before heading out to 
look over the farm fields. We went 
down to the Puckle and Lamont cross-
roads where we saw a vast quantity of 
Canada Geese with a significant pro-
portion of Cackling Geese mixed in.  
There was also a very odd-looking do-
mestic cross that looked like it had seen 
better days.  We had heard there was a 
Rusty Blackbird in the area but never 
found it amid the flightiness caused by 
a Northern Shrike, a Merlin, and a Pere-
grine Falcon.   
Mike then took us up to McIntyre  

Reservoir which we would have been 
unlikely to find on our own. There we 
found a male Hooded Merganser with a 
harem of nine females and a female 
Ring-necked Duck. For the finale we 
went over to the Vantreight Farm Bulb 
Field where we found another bunch of 
Hooded Mergansers, three males with 
one female, and some Killdeer.  At that 
point it was time for the Mainlanders to 
head for their ferry and us to return to 
the Comox Valley.  
It was a great introduction to some 

of the birdy areas of Victoria. My only 
beef with the trip was that Mike didnôt 
tell us there was a Halloween extension 
for special birds where he saved a Snow 
Bunting and a couple of Lapland Long-
spurs at Cattle Point for those that par-
ticipated. Next time I will have to ask 
about future highlights before we leave. 

How the Trips Work 

BCFO two-day field trips are member
-led, but participants make their own 
arrangements for accommodation, 
food, and travel. 

 

¶ Day 1: all-day birding and then 
evening get together at a restaurant 
to recap the day and tally species. 

¶ Day 2: morning birding, afternoon 
optional birding. 
 

Carpooling is encouraged and will be 
arranged on the morning of Day 1. 

 

Register at least two weeks in ad-
vance. The leader will give specific 
details of when and where to meet. 

.  

Cost: Members $10 per person; non-
members $40, which includes BCFO 
membership. 
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Upcoming Meetings 

& Events  
 

Compiled by Wayne C. Weber 
                                            

 
The following meetings and other events are those that take 
place in BC and immediately adjacent areas or that potential-
ly include information on birds that occur in BC. Information 
on additional meetings is listed in the bimonthly Ornithologi-
cal Newsletter at  www.birdmeetings.org and on the BIRD-
NET website at www.nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET/ornith/
birdmeet.html . 
For most meetings, festivals and other events, the website 

is the main source of information, and registration can often 
be accomplished online as well. Wherever information can be 
obtained through a phone number or e-mail address, we have 
included these as well; if no contact information is listed, it 
can be assumed that none was provided by the organization, 
at least not on the date when this listing was compiled. It is 
usually not necessary to contact a particular individual, ex-
cept for scientific meetings when one is interested in making 
a presentation. Names and contact information for individuals 
are listed whenever they are available. 

2017 Events 

Dec. 14 to Jan. 5 (2018)-- CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS. For 
information on dates of counts and contact information for 
count organizers, please check the BCFO website. 

2018 Events 

Feb. 13-16--SOCIETY FOR NORTHWESTERN VERTE-
BRATE BIOLOGY annual meeting at the Red Lion Hotel, 
Jantzen Beach, Portland, Oregon. This meeting is in conjunc-
tion with the Oregon and Washington chapters of The Wild-
life Society. For information and to register, visit the SNVB 
website at thesnvb.org/annual-meeting . 
 
Feb. 16-19--The GREAT BACKYARD BIRD COUNT, spon-
sored by the National Audubon Society, Cornell Laboratory 
of Ornithology, and Bird Studies Canada. For information 
and to participate, check the GBBC website at 
gbbc.birdcount.org . 
 
Feb. 21-24--45th ANNUAL MEETING, PACIFIC SEABIRD 
GROUP, La Paz, Baja California Sur, Mexico. For infor-
mation and to register, visit the conference website at 
pacificseabirdgroup.org/annual-meeting  . 
 
March-April (dates not yet scheduled)--BRANT WILDLIFE 
FESTIVAL, Qualicum, BC. For information, phone Robin 
Rivers at 1-866-288-7878 (in Greater Vancouver, 604-924-
9771), e-mail rrivers@naturetrust.bc.ca , or check the festival 
website at brantfestival.bc.ca . 
 

Mar. 16-18--15TH ANNUAL WINGS OVER WATER BIRD-
ING FESTIVAL, Blaine, WA. For information, phone the 
Blaine Visitor Information Center at 1-800-624-3555, send 
an e-mail to dharger@cityofblaine.com , or check the website 
at www.wingsoverwaterbirdingfestival.com . 
 
Mar. 23-25--21st ANNUAL OTHELLO SANDHILL CRANE 
FESTIVAL, Othello, WA. For information, check the festival 
website at  www.othellosandhillcranefestival.org , or contact 
the Grant County Conservation District at 1107 South Juniper 
Way, Moses Lake, WA 98837 (phone 509-765-9618). 
 
Apr. 5-7--Joint Meeting of the ASSOCIATION OF PROFES-
SIONAL BIOLOGISTS (APBBC) and COLLEGE OF AP-
PLIED BIOLOGY, Westin Wall Centre, Richmond, BC. For 
further information, please check the website at professional-
biology.com/professional-development-networking/annual-
conference  . 
 
Apr. 5-8--HARNEY COUNTY MIGRATORY BIRD FESTI-
VAL, Burns, Oregon (near Malheur National Wildlife Ref-
uge). For further information, check the festival website at 
www.migratorybirdfestival.com/  . 
 
Apr. 9-14--136th STATED MEETING, AMERICAN ORNI-
THOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Tucson, Arizona. For further in-
formation, check the AOS website at 
www.americanornithology.org/content/aos-2018-meeting  . 
 
Apr. 13-15--OLYMPIC BIRD FESTIVAL, Sequim, WA. For 
information, visit the festival website at 
www.olympicbirdfest.org , or contact the Dungeness River 
Audubon Center by phone (360-681-4076) or by e-mail 
(info@olympicbirdfest.org ).  
 
Apr. 18-24-- GODWIT DAYS, Arcata, California. Itôs a little 
way away, but Godwit Days is one of the premier birding 
festivals in North America. For information, check the festi-
val website at godwitdays.org . Registration opens in Decem-
ber. 
 
Apr. 27-29--GRAYS HARBOR SHOREBIRD FESTIVAL, 
Aberdeen, WA. For information, contact the festival office at 
PO Box 470, Montesano, WA 98563 (phone 360-289-5048) 
or check the website at www.shorebirdfestival.com . 
 
April (date not yet finalized)-- First WESTPORT SEABIRDS 
pelagic birding trip of the year from Westport, WA. Westport 
Seabirds operates about 20 trips per year from April through 
October. For the trip schedule and other information, please 
check the website (westportseabirds.com ) at a later date. 
 
May 7-13--  WINGS OVER THE ROCKIES FESTIVAL (22nd 
annual), Invermere, BC. For information, contact the 
Pynelogs Cultural Centre, PO Box 2633, Invermere, BC V0A 
1K0, phone 1-855-342-2473, e-mail  
info@wingsovertherockies.org , or check the website at  
www.wingsovertherockies.org . 
 
May 10-13--BC NATURE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, 
Vancouver, BC, hosted by Nature Vancouver.  For infor-
mation and to register, check the BC Nature website at 

http://www.birdmeetings.org
http://www.nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET/ornith/birdmeet.html
http://www.nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET/ornith/birdmeet.html
thesnvb.org/annual-meeting
gbbc.birdcount.org
pacificseabirdgroup.org/annual-meeting
mailto:rrivers@naturetrust.bc.ca
brantfestival.bc.ca
mailto:dharger@cityofblaine.com
http://www.wingsoverwaterbirdingfestival.com
http://www.othellosandhillcranefestival.org
professionalbiology.com/professional-development-networking/annual-conference
professionalbiology.com/professional-development-networking/annual-conference
professionalbiology.com/professional-development-networking/annual-conference
http://www.migratorybirdfestival.com/
http://www.migratorybirdfestival.com/
http://www.migratorybirdfestival.com/
mailto:info@olympicbirdfest.org
godwitdays.org
http://www.shorebirdfestival.com
westportseabirds.com
mailto:info@wingsovertherockies.org
http://www.wingsovertherockies.org
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www.bcnature.ca  , or phone Betty Davison at the BC Nature 
office (phone 604-985-3057; email manager@bcnature.ca .) 
 
May 17-20--LEAVENWORTH SPRING BIRD FEST, Leaven-
worth, WA. For information, email  
info@leavenworthspringbirdfest.com or check the festival 
website at www.leavenworthspringbirdfest.com . 
 
May 17-21--MEADOWLARK NATURE FESTIVAL, Pentic-
ton, BC. The schedule of events and registration may not be 
available for a while, but please check the festival website at 
meadowlarkfestival.ca /. 
 
June 1-3--BC FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS ANNUAL GEN-
ERAL MEETING, Hope, BC. For further information, please 
check the BCFO website at a later date (bcfo.ca ). 
 
June 7-9--WILSON ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY annual 
meeting at the Chattanooga Convention Centre, Chattanooga, 
Tennessee (advance notice). For further information, check 
the WOS website at wilsonsociety.org/meetings/2018-
meeting . 
 
June 7-11-- ASHINGTON ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
annual conference, Hood River, Oregon. For information, 
visit the WOS website at wos.org/annual-conference/current-
year . 
 
Aug. 19-26-- 27th INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGICAL 
CONGRESS, Vancouver, BC. This gathering of ornithol-
ogists from all over the world is a ñmustò for anyone with a 
scientific interest in birds. For information and to register, 
please visit the IOC website at www.iocongress2018.com . 
 

Sept. 26-30--ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF WESTERN 
FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS at Ventura, California. For fur-
ther details, check the WFO website at  
www.westernfieldornithologists.org/conference.php . 
 
Oct. 7-11--25TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE WILD-
LIFE SOCIETY, Cleveland, Ohio. For information, check the 
TWS conference page at wildlife.org/learn/conferences-2 . 
 

 

Bluebird Bonanza 

John Gordon 
 

On the afternoon of November 5, and for a few hours on the 
morning of November 6, three Western Bluebirds were pre-
sent at Crescent Beachôs Blackie Spit in South Surrey. Once 
the news broke every Lower Mainland lister worth their salt 
made their way to the spit. The three birds, one male and two 
female, moved up and down the spit feeding on whatever 
insects they could find. They would often fly off into the dis-
tance frustrating those who had just arrived only to return to 
repeat their circular feeding pattern. Most of the week the 
Lower Mainland had been gripped in a cold front with tem-
peratures dipping below zero at night but still there were 
enough insects to keep the trio busy. If the bluebirds werenôt 
enough, a flock of Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch flew over us, 
making it an extra-special day for all those gathered for the 
spectacle.  (Photo by John Gordon.) 

http://www.wingsovertherockies.org
mailto:manager@bcnature.ca
mailto:info@leavenworthspringbirdfest.com
http://www.leavenworthspringbirdfest.com
meadowlarkfestival.ca
bcfo.ca
wilsonsociety.org/meetings/2018-meeting
wilsonsociety.org/meetings/2018-meeting
wos.org/annual-conference/current-year
wos.org/annual-conference/current-year
http://www.iocongress2018.com
http://www.westernfieldornithologists.org/conference.php
wildlife.org/learn/conferences-2
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Trip Reports  

A Likely Tale 

Gareth Pugh 

June 24 ï 30, 2017 
 

Six of us, Bob Puls, Pauline OôToole, 
Wim Vesseur, Alice Steffensen, Liz 
Walker and myself left Aldergrove at 
7:00 a.m. on June 24 for our annual 
birding trip. With light traffic most of 
the way we made good time, stopping 
in 100 Mile House for lunch at the Visi-
tor Centre where we ate lunch and 
watched the birds including some 
young Virginia Rails in the reed bed 
alongside the picnic area. We had 
booked the Northern Lights Lodge on 
Quesnel Lake in Likely for six nights 
and had the whole of the Lodge to our-
selves. It has eight bedrooms on three 
sides off a verandah with a good-sized 
commercial kitchen and a large lounge/
dining room, so we quickly unpacked 
and settled in before taking a stroll 
around the area. Ian and Joan Taylor 
had travelled up earlier so were already 
settled in and soon had supper ready for 
us. 
Birding in the extensive grounds of 

the property was very productive. On 
the first evening we recorded nineteen 
species including Tennessee Warbler, 
Red-eyed Vireo, Pacific-slope Flycatch-
er, Red-breasted Nuthatch and Western 
Tanager plus a pair of Red-breasted 
Sapsuckers gathering food.  
The Lodge is ideally suited as a base 

for a birding trip and from there we 
were able to visit a range of habitats 
during our five-day stay. At Cedar 
Point Provincial Park we found Tree, 
Barn and Violet-green Swallows, West-
ern Tanagers, Swainsonôs Thrush, 
Common Loon etc. and a Northern Wa-
terthrush busily gathering food near the 
dock. We checked out Little Lake Road 
where other than a Pileated Woodpeck-
er we could only find the common birds 
that were everywhere, Swainsonôs 
Thrush, Song Sparrow, Northern Flick-
er etc. However the array of wildflow-
ers along the roadsides everywhere was 
stunning and these attracted a number 
of butterflies, so plenty of photographs 
were taken which we have used to enter 
the sightings on e-Butterfly. 
One day we drove the Little Lake/

Quesnel River Road which starts off 
winding through open grasslands where 
we made several stops hoping to hear a 
Long-billed Curlew but despite check-
ing out this and several other suitable 
areas we failed to find one. Lots of oth-
er birds however ï Robins, Savannah 
and Chipping Sparrows ï were every-
where, while Swainsonôs Thrushes, 
Flickers and others could be heard.  
As we drove on, the habitat changed 

to mixed deciduous/evergreen forest 
where we stopped periodically to look 
and listen. Red-eyed Vireos, Swain-
sonôs Thrushes and Western Tanagers 
were singing in most places while a 
soaring Broad-winged Hawk was a lifer 
for some. The road ends at the Quesnel 
River where we found an open area to 
eat lunch while listening to bird song in 
the cottonwoods and watching a Red-
tailed Hawk harassing a Bald Eagle.    
We visited Quesnel Forks, a major 

supply centre during the Cariboo Gold 
Rush in the mid-1800s, where local 
historians and the Likely Cemetery So-
ciety have tidied up the cemetery and 
restored a number of the buildings. We 
spent some time looking around the 
cemetery and the buildings but it was a 
hot afternoon so very few birds were 
singing. 
This area of the province has many 

small lakes and wetlands, much of 
which is not readily accessible but often 
visible from the road, so although we 
planned our daily trips based on likely 
looking spots on the map, as we drove 
we were continually seeing, and stop-
ping at, interesting-looking places. Pri-
or Lake alongside the road from 150 
Mile is a small but very productive lake 
where we found Blue-winged Teal, 
Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, Common 
Goldeneye, Brewerôs Blackbird and 
Brown-headed Cowbird to mention a 
few. At Dugan Lake Recreation Site we 
found Black-billed Magpie, American 
Kestrel and Bald Eagle in addition to 
the commoner birds.  
We visited the Spanish Lake Recre-

ation Site which was not very produc-
tive but we did see two Herring Gulls 
on the lake and several Ruffed Grouse 
and a Spruce Grouse along the road. All 
the Ruffed Grouse we saw here and 
elsewhere had recently hatched chicks 
feeding in the roadside vegetation. 
Were the parents ñstanding guardò?   
We were told by the local tourist 

office that we should take the ñtouristò 
loop gravel road from Likely to Wells 

and stop at the Chocolate Moose caf® 
(Cameron Ridge Bungalows) where the 
Cameron Ridge trail begins. We decid-
ed to try it with the possibility of walk-
ing some of the trail in the sub-alpine. 
The road is not too bad, but as we 
drove, it became obvious that there was 
plenty of wildlife around and lots of 
bear scat on the road. We saw several 
small black bears and as we got higher 
up we saw lots of birds feeding along 
the roadside. Near the caf® we found a 
Northern Hawk Owl perched on top of 
a tall pine which was calling to another 
one nearby, probably the most exciting 
bird of the trip and a lifer for several of 
our group.  
At the caf® we were welcomed with 

hot coffee and a freshly baked choco-
late cake while we looked out over a 
wetland with a pair of Sandhill Cranes 
walking around. This was the one day 
of our trip with light rain that was start-
ing to clear up but with low cloud cover 
we were unable to enjoy the views and 
decided not to attempt the Cameron 
Ridge Trail and drove on to Wells in-
stead. We made several stops along the 
way including the Matthew River 
bridge where we saw a cow moose with 
two calves.   

 

Final Day 
On our last day we took a trip to Horse-
fly. First stop was the Beaver River 
bridge on the Likely/150 Mile road 
where we found a total of 18 species in 
a short time. Along the Beaver Valley 
road we made a number of stops log-
ging 43 species in all including Ameri-
can Redstart, Cliff Swallow, Lazuli 
Bunting and Gray Catbird which we 
had not found anywhere else. 
Robertôs Lake was another good 

spot. We found Virginia Rail, Ring-
necked Duck, Cassinôs Vireo and Hairy 
Woodpecker in addition to the usual 
common species. 
In Horsefly we walked around the 

spawning channel trail and despite the 
hot afternoon sun we recorded 22 spe-
cies there and in the town itself.   
In all we found 103 species of birds 

in the Likely/Horsefly/150 Mile area. 
We also saw the following butterflies, 
all identified by Bob from his photos: 
White Admiral, Pale Crescent, Northern 
Blue, European Skipper, Grey Hair-
streak and Compton Tortoiseshell. 
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Birding Somerset, UK  

John Gordon 

October 2017 
The Avalon Marshes are internationally 
famous for the nature reserves and 
wildlife. The area has been lived in and 
worked for ten thousand years. Pre-
historic paths and villages from the 
Bronze Age criss-cross the area and 
scores of Roman coin hoards have been 
found in the area. Towering over the 
marshes is Glastonbury Tor. During the 
Middle Ages Glastonbury Monastery 
became one of the most rich and power-
ful in England. 
The area was excavated for the peat 

and the workings later filled with water, 
creating an intricate series of marshes 
rich in birdlife. These days the famous 
Glastonbury Festival attracts hundreds 
of thousands of music lovers. A visit to 
the marshes had been on my itinerary 
for the past three years, but timing is 
everything and time after time the op-
portunity fell through. 
Fortunately, this time I finally had 

the chance to visit the area with the help 
of Birding Pal Paul Bowden. This was 
our second outing together in ten days, 
our previous visit being to the Newport 
Wetlands where Paul found me 
two lifers. His expertise and knowledge 
would prove invaluable a second time. 
We left Chepstow and were soon on 

the motorway over the Severn Bridge 
and passing north of Bristol. Our first 
stop was Westhay Moor Nature Re-
serve in search of Bearded Tits 
(Reedlings), a bird I had seen briefly on 
my previous UK visits but was hoping 
to capture some decent action shots. 
On our arrival there were more bird-

ers and photographers than there were 
birds. There also seemed a little tension 
between the two groups with the odd 

quip exchanged: way too competitive a 
situation when most of us just wanted 
to watch the photogenic antics of the 
Bearded Tit. 
The brief time I had with these birds 

was one of the most enjoyable experi-
ences I have for a long time: they have 
such character. They bring a smile to 
everyoneôs face, even the grumpy ones. 
(See back cover for another photo-

graph.) 

Spotted Owls! 

Melissa Hafting 

August 30, 2017  
Ilya Povalyaev and I went hiking in the 
mountains of Washington where we 
were blessed to see three Northern 
Spotted Owls. These owls are endan-
gered. In BC they are basically extirpat-

ed, with less than a doz-
en left in the wild. In 
Washington the species 
is not doing well and 
there are about 200 
birds left in the state. 
     Every time I see one 
I feel truly blessed to be 
in their presence. I have 
never seen a more curi-
ous and beautiful crea-
ture. They climb up and 
down the tree branches 
like parrots. All three of 
them flew in to us sepa-

rately over the two days we were pre-
sent. We found one baby the first day 
and no other owls.  
Dead tired, we returned to the same 

spot and hiked up a tough incline where 
we found mom. The female flew within 
armôs length and stayed with us the 
whole time, while we sat beneath her. It 
was a magical experience in a most 
peaceful setting far away from any peo-
ple and cell service.  
On the way down the mountain we 

were greeted by not one baby but two 
baby Northern Spotted Owls bobbing 
their heads at us. We watched beautiful 
stars at night and had other owls during 
our hiking trip including Northern Saw-
whets, Boreal and Barred Owls. 
The Barred Owls are really taking 

over the territory of the endangered 
Northern Spotted Owl but we can't 
blame them. We are the ones who built 
the path from the East to the West to 
bring them here. One night we heard 
several Barred Owl males sparring. 

 
This event was made even more special 
as I left the best owl for last. I never set 
out for this to happen but due to cir-
cumstances and my travels I was able to 
see all 19 North American owls in 
twelve months. I started in Sept 2016 
and finished in August 2017. 
 
 

 
Bearded Reedling by John Gordon; 
Spotted Owl by Melissa Hafting. 
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Young Birders  

Program 

 Hawk Watch at Sooke 

Melissa Hafting 

 
On Sunday, September 2, we had the 
final Young Birder trip of the year.  
Last year I asked the kids what they 
wanted to do and where they wanted to 
go and Liron Gertsman suggested a 
hawk watch for Broad-wingeds out of 
Sooke. As a result, eight kids and I 
were leaving Vancouver on the 7:00 
a.m. ferry to Swartz Bay.  
I asked my friend Guy Monty to 

help, as he is proficient in hawk 
watches, loves them and most im-
portantly gets along with and treats the 
kids well. He answered all of their 
questions and provided some really 
interesting info on the hawks and vul-
tures. Also helping was my friend Ren 
Ferguson from Salt Spring Island. 
The weather was not ideal for a 

hawk watch since it was very foggy and 
windy. Hawks prefer warmer thermals 
and at times it was quite cold. We still 
did very well, though. On the 40-
minute hike up to Beechy Head we car-
ried up our chairs, lunches, bins, scopes 
and cameras. The walk in was beautiful 
and we had a Northern Flicker, Varied 
Thrush, Pacific Wren and Downy 
Woodpecker to name a few.  
At the top of the hill we were greet-

ed with gorgeous views of the Pacific 
Ocean, moss covered trees, and a kettle 
of hundreds of Turkey Vultures. A 
Northern Pygmy-Owl was calling loud-
ly; Guy already had another on the hike 
up. Soon after, the hawks started com-
ing and the sky was full of Sharp-
shinned Hawks. Guy, who does these 
hawk watches all the time, told us he 
has never seen such a high number of 
Sharpies: we had 65. Guy also spotted 
an adult Broad-winged Hawk, one of 
the major reasons we came, but it 
quickly disappeared beneath the ridge, 
and sadly not all the kids got on to it. 
We heard a Barred Owl calling and 

saw over 200 Band-tailed Pigeons fly-
ing by, and some even perched. A few 
Vultures and Red-tailed Hawks perched 
in front of us as well. Sharp-shinned 
Hawks and Turkey Vultures flew low 
right over our heads providing for great 
viewing and photo ops. 
The kids scoped the water below 

and we had a Black Oystercatcher, 
Heermann's Gull and Belted Kingfisher 
as highlights. A Hutton's Vireo, many 
Golden-crowned Kinglets and Chestnut

-backed Chickadees were chatting loud-
ly in the trees. 
We spent five great hours at Beechy 

Head. The kids got to see a real specta-
cle of kettling; one said it was his fa-
vourite young birder trip. 
After leaving Beechy Head, we 

hiked down to the meadow by the park-
ing lot, where we saw hundreds more  
Turkey Vultures, 15 Vaux's Swifts, an 
Osprey, and more Red-tailed Hawks. 
We said goodbye to Guy and Ren and 
headed to Whiffin Spit. Apparently five 
minutes after we left, Guy found an 
immature Broad-winged Hawk but our 
cells had no service there so we had no 
clue.  
  A big thanks to Guy Monty for 
driving from Parksville to Sooke, for 
helping the kids and for hiking 40 
minutes up with a foot injury. 

 
Our highlights from the hawk watch 
were: 

 
350 Turkey Vultures 
65 Sharp-shinned Hawks 
1 Osprey 
2 Northern Harriers 
4 Bald Eagles 
3 Cooper's Hawks 
70 Red-tailed Hawks 
1 Northern Pygmy-Owl 
1 Barred Owl 
15 Vaux's Swifts 
1 Hairy Woodpecker 
1 Pileated Woodpecker 
1 Downy Woodpecker 
1 Northern Flicker 

Sharp-shinned Hawk by Melissa Haft-
ing; group shot by Guy Monty. 


