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One of the Long-billed Curlews spotted in April in the famous Shelley curlew field. Photo by Jeff Dyck. 
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Publisher 
BC Birding is published four times a year by the British 
Columbia Field Ornithologists, PO Box 45111, Dunbar, 
Vancouver, BC, V6S 2M8.  
A subscription to this quarterly is a benefit of member-

ship in the society. Members will also receive a copy of the 
annual journal, British Columbia Birds. 

 
 

About the BCFO  
Membership in BCFO is open to anyone interested in the 
study and enjoyment of wild birds in British Columbia.  
BCFO objectives include: fostering cooperation between 

amateur and professional ornithologists, promoting cooper-
ative bird surveys and research projects, and supporting 
conservation organizations in their efforts to preserve birds 
and their habitats.   

Membership   
See the website (http://bcfo.ca) for details, or write to PO 
Box 45111, Dunbar, Vancouver BC, V6S 2M8.  
 
Annual Membership Dues:  
General Membership (Canada): $30 
Junior Membership (Canada): $20 
U.S. and International Membership: $35  
 

Newsmagazine Submissions  
To submit material to this publication, contact the Editor by 
email (clive_keen@hotmail.com) or by mail at 10790 
Grassland Road, Prince George, BC  V2K 5E8.  
Submissions may include articles about birding experi-

ences, casual observations about bird behaviour, site guides, 
photographs, and other topics of broad interest to birders, 
preferably, but not necessarily, in British Columbia. Dead-
lines are: 

 

¶ March edition: February 15    

¶ June edition: May 15 

¶ September edition: August 15 

¶ December edition: November 
15 
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Common Merganser, photographed by Joshua Brown while twitching the Black-headed 
Gull at Trout Lake in Vancouver. 
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Presidentõs 

Message  
 

Looking Back, Looking 
Forward é Again 

 

Looking Back, Looking Forwardé 
That was the title of my inaugural Pres-
identôs Message of August 2012. It felt 
apt then, and it certainly does now that 
my term as your president comes to its 
end. Itôs been a fulfilling experience ï 
great organization, great people, great 
birds. 
By a nice coincidence as I started 

my duties as President, 2012 was the 
final year of field work for the BC 
Breeding Bird Atlas. 2016 sees the 
completed atlas published online in its 
full glory. It really is a milestone for 
ornithology in British Columbia, and is 
perhaps a perfect example of what 
BCFO is all about: the successful col-
laboration of birders and professional 

ornithologists. BCFO members not only 
contributed funding for the Atlas, but 
also contributed significantly to the 
massive body of data collected during 
the four years of fieldwork. We birders 
take joy in our birding but we also add 
to the scientific understanding of birds. 
Iôve enjoyed my term as President 

immensely. Itôs been marvellous to 
work with people who have made 
things happen for the organization, both 
on the Board and among the general 
membership. 
The following, in no particular or-

der, all thoroughly deserve my thanks, 
and that of the membership: 
June Ryder, Mark Habdas, and cur-

rent editor Clive Keen for their work on 
our excellent newsmagazine, BC Bird-
ing. 
Art Martel for his continuing editor-

ship of our journal British Columbia 
Birds, which goes from strength to 
strength. 
Neil Dawe deserves thanks for his 

support work on the journal as produc-
tion editor, and also for helping me out  
with some of the trickier aspects of 
managing the website, and for archiving 
our publications there. 

I canôt mention archives without 
acknowledging Les Gyugôs work keep-
ing our archives in good order, and pro-
ducing scanned copies ready for the 
website. Les has also been a great con-
tributor and supporter of AGM related 
activities over the years, including lead-
ing field trips. 
Vice-President Larry Cowan contin-

ues as our Membership Secretary, 
watching carefully as BCFOôs member-
ship has grown over the last few years, 
and issuing the politest reminders to 
forgetful members. 
Treasurer Mike Fung has kept our 

financial ship in order as BCFO contin-
ues to sail in calm financial waters. 
Mike also helped in setting up our on-
line payment system and has provided 
significant help with logistics related to 
the AGM. 
Wayne Diakow was for many years 

BCFOôs go-to person for organizing the 
AGM. Weôve had a lot to learn since 
taking over his duties. 
All that minute keeping, and circu-

lating them for meetings wouldnôt get 
done without Mary Taitt our Recording 
Secretary, who is also coming to the 
end of her term on the board this 
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month. The board will miss her. 
Jude Grass continues in her all 

round support role for the organization: 
AGMs, plaque engraving, and stand-in 
recording secretary and other related 
duties that happen to fall in her direc-
tion. 
Adrian Leather has very successful-

ly steered the Two-Day Field Trips pro-
gram and continues to arrange many 
memorable excursions for members. 
Mike McGrenere, newly returning 

to the Board last year, has been serving 
on the Nominations Committee, and 
has organized this yearôs AGM field 
trips. 
Wayne Weber continues to serve 

as Chair of the Cannings Award Com-
mittee, and as our representative to the 
Canadian International Joint Venture. 
Carlo Giovanella has been the or-

ganizer and presenter of our Featured 
Photographer section on the website, 
and has been central to the develop-
ment of the Young Birder Program 
recognizing the Provinceôs up and 
coming birding youth. 
Mel Haftingôs involvement with 

the Young Birders has created a huge 
leap in its activities and status. Now 
an official program of BCFO, not only 
do we recognize the provinceôs young 
birders, we also have a program of 
field trips and activities tailored to 
them. Looking forward indeed! 
As you can see from the above, the 

leadership of BCFO is in excellent 
hands and augurs well for the future. 
As for me, Iôll have a bit more time 
for birding, but will continue in a sup-
port role for BCFO.  
Looking forward to it. 

George Clulow 

25th Anniversary  
 
The BCFO was formed in 1991ð
making this year our 25th anniversary. 
To commemorate the fact some caps 
have been created, which will be on 
sale at the Cranbrook AGM, at $25. 
Some caps have already been donat-

ed to the Young Birders Program, as 
you can see from the photo below of 
Rebecca  Reader-Lee and Bridget Spen-
cer on page 10. (Photos by Melissa 
Hafting.) 

Letter  
 
Re: Rick Wrightôs article (Captain 
Cookôs Birds of Canada, March 2016), 
during four years of a project that took 
me to Chile several times per year and 
going birding each time, I learned from 
local birding guides that ñquebra-
dahuesosò refers to both the giant-petrel 
and to the Andean Condor. In Spain it 
refers to the Lammergeir, but of course 
there isnôt any Lammergeir in Chile. 
Chileans speak a kind of old form of 
Spanish left over from the colonial era, 

and the settlers five centuries 
ago must have applied the term 
to the only other large vul-
tureðbut not to the smaller 
vultures (black, turkey) or to 
other large raptors such as ea-
gles or the Southern Caracara. 
ñQuebradahuesosò means 
ñbreak bonesò; although I 
speak a little Spanish, the etiol-
ogy of the word isnôt clear to 
me, and I canôt see how break-
ing bones applies to either of 
the Andean Condor or the 
Southern Giant-petrel. But I do 
see how the early Spanish sail-
ors could see a Southern Giant-
petrel and be reminded of a 
Lammergeir. 

Lee Harding 
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Editorial  
 

A Challenge 

Something very peculiar is likely to be 
happening at the BCFO AGM, just as 
this newsmagazine is being printed. 
Groups will be heading off on birding 
trips, and in one group there is likely to 
be some biologists, physicians, profes-
sors, government officials and even the 
odd captain of industry. Theyôll have 
been birding for decades, will have read 
a library stackload on birds, and around 
their necks will be optics whose com-
bined worth could pay off half the na-
tional debt. But theyôll be following a 
thirteen year-old. When he points, they 
will look. When he talks, they will lis-
ten.  
It's not necessarily that the kid is a 

birding guru, a Mozart of Ornithology, 
though he's being treated as one. No, 
what the kid will have is thirteen-year-
old eyes, and ears that aren't much old-
er. These are beyond price on any bird-
ing trip. At one conference I ferried a 
teenager around, and when we stopped 
at a likely spot, we both looked and 
listened. I was pleased to write down 
six birds. The kid wrote down fourteen. 
Those of us with high-mileage eyes 

could just sulk at this, but far better is 
to reflect and see what we can learn. 
Lesson one is that any upwardly mobile 
kid would do very well indeed to take 
up birding and go to birder get-
togethers. Character references, career 
advice and door-opening contacts 
would flow like a river. But there's a 
quite different lesson for the rest 
of us. 
Serious birders are often 

urged to mentor young folks, and 
the reasons given are always al-
truistic. Help overcome nature 
deficit disorder in the young; get 
them away from their video 
games into the great outdoors; 
ensure the future of birding by 
bringing on the next generation, 
etc etc. Now altruism is all very 
well, but if you really want to 
make things happen, you can't 

beat mutual benefits. And the above 
story shows that benefits really can be 
mutual. 
If you know a youngster that you 

might take birding, don't patronize and 
say it would be good for him or her to 
get out into nature. Say you'd really 
appreciate some help in spotting the 
birds. The kid would put you onto a lot 
of birds you'd otherwise miss, and 
you'd mentor him en passant by naming 
the birds he'd find. The kid would feel 
great at all the success, praise, and new 
discoveries, and you'd be delighted with 
a trip that seemed far more birdy than 
usual. You'd both surely want to repeat 
the experience, and perhaps a birding 
star of the future would be born. 
Of course, lots of us don't have 

handy kids lying around that we could 
invite on a birding trip. What, then, to 
do? It's an issue that cries out for some 
matchmaking. Perhaps Big Brothers 
and Sisters could work with naturalist 
clubs and set something up? Perhaps 
school parent-teacher meetings could  
lead to something creative?  
This is a challenge for the reader-

ship of this editorial: put on your think-
ing caps and see if you can find ways of 
bringing those great pairs of eyes to-
gether with people that would really 
appreciate them. For kids, birders, and 
the future of birding, it'd be a win-win-
win. 

CNK 

BC Breeding Bird Atlas 
Published  

As supporters since its inception, 
BCFO members will be especially grat-

ified to see the completion of The Atlas 
of the Breeding Birds of British Colum-
bia, Canadaôs first online bird atlas.  
BCFO members were huge contributors 
to all aspects of the program beyond 
ñjustò finding the birds in the field, and 
were well represented among the 30 
authors, 20 editors, 45 coordinators, 
1,300 dedicated field volunteers, 30 
photographers and 150 generous part-
ners and supporters of the Atlas. 
The Atlas contains more than 1,500 

high-quality maps and graphs depicting 
precisely where each species occurs, 
how common they are, and the types of 
landscapes they choose to breed in.  
Packed with innovative, user-friendly 
features, this entirely free new resource 
is designed for almost everyone, wheth-
er you are a bird watcher, environmen-
tal professional, a nature lover, a guide, 
a researcher, an educator or a student. 
There is a short site tour on the homep-
age, and those interested can register 
for free webinars hosted by Bird Stud-
ies Canada starting this June. 
For the big picture of the state of 

BCôs birds, the atlas has told us that 
more than 65% of BCôs 320 breeding 
bird species appear to be stable.  About 
25% seem to be expanding.  But 10% 
are probably in trouble. These are en-
couraging proportions by modern 
standards. 
At the scale of individual species, 

16,500 new Species at Risk records are 
being used to identify critical habitat 
and protect new breeding locations for 
birds like Lewisôs Woodpecker, Barn 
Owl, Western Screech-Owl, William-
sonôs Sapsucker, Black Swift, Sandhill 
Crane, and Nelsonôs Sparrow. 
The Atlas is a great resource to con-

sult before making field trips for pleas-

A stunning male Bufflehead, pho-
tographed by Joshua Brown 
during a lovely day at Esquimalt 

Lagoon near  
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ure or work. Several areas of the prov-
ince remain poorly-known, like the far 
northwest, where the bird community is 
similar to the Alaskan Arctic. Remem-
ber that you can use eBird http://
www.ebird.ca to enter data from previ-
ously un-surveyed or under-surveyed 
regions.   
With 630,000 records of 320 spe-

cies, it is now THE go-to source of bird 
information for environmental assess-
ments and is being used widely to in-
form purchase and management priori-
ties for both conservation and industri-
ally managed lands.  The dataset is ide-
ally suited to academic research and has 
already been widely applied at under-
graduate to post-doctoral levels. 
The Atlas of the Breeding Birds of 

British Columbia is part of a national 
program mapping Canadaôs birds, led 
by Bird Studies Canada and Environ-
ment Canada. The British Columbian 
partners who made this project possible 

are the BC Field Ornithologists, BC 
Nature, the BC Ministry of Environ-
ment, Louisiana Pacific Canada Ltd., 
and the Pacific Wildlife Foundation. 
Youôll find all the excitement at: 

www.birdatlas.bc.ca 

Scholarship Winners 

Young birders Alice Sun and Liron 
Gertsman, who were featured in the 
March edition, are winners in the 2016 
North American Nature Photography 
Association (NANPA) High School 
Scholarship Program. They will be  
participating in the week-long program 
at Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park in Tremont, Tennessee in July.  
Details of the  program can be found at  
http://nanpafoundation.org/high-school-
scholarships/ . 
 
 

Listersô Corner Correction 

Gwynneth Wilson's name was inad-
vertantly added to the  World section of 
the Corner list. Gwynneth points out 
that she doesn't keep a world list.  
Apologies for the error. 

 

Mary Paul, 1926-2016 

Long-time BCFO member Gertrude 
ñMaryò Paul passed away in Vernon on 
April 4th. Mary and her husband Frank, 
who died in 2012, were both trained 
biologists, founding members of the 
BCFO, and known to many in the wider 
naturalist community. A celebration of 
Maryôs long life was held on April 30. 

BCFO Atlassers depart for high elevations on the Chilcotin Plateau, June 2011. Photo by co-opted bystander. 



BC Birding  June 2016 Edition 26 (2)  

Page 8 

Upcoming Meetings 

& Events  
Compiled by Wayne C. Weber 

The following meetings and other events are those that take 
place in BC and immediately adjacent areas or that potential-
ly include information on birds that occur in BC. Information 
on additional meetings is listed in the bimonthly Ornithologi-
cal Newsletter at  www.birdmeetings.org and on the BIRD-
NET website at http://www.nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET/ornith/
birdmeet.html . 
For most meetings, festivals and other events, the website 

is the main source of information, and registration can often 
be accomplished online as well. Wherever information can be 
obtained through a phone number or e-mail address, we have 
included these as well; if no contact information is listed, it 
can be assumed that none was provided, by the time this list-
ing was compiled. It is usually not necessary to contact a par-
ticular individual, except for scientific meetings when one is 
interested in making a presentation. Names and contact infor-
mation for individuals are listed whenever they are available. 
 
May 27-29.  BCFO AGM, Cranbrook, BC. 
Full information is on the BCFO website at https://bcfo.ca/
cranbrook-2016-latest . If you havenôt registered by the time 
you read this, it may be too late! 

 

June 2-6.  WASHINGTON ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 
ANNUAL CONFERENCE, Walla Walla, WA. For infor-
mation, including registration details, check the WOS website 
at http://wos.org/annual-conference/current-year . 

 
June 3-5. 27th ANNUAL MOUNT ROBSON PROVINCIAL 
PARK BIRD BLITZ. For information, contact Gail Ross at 
gailross1@telus.net, or Nancy Krueger at 250-563-7896. 

 

June 17-19. MANNING PARK BIRD BLITZ, M  P -
 P , BC  (based at Loneduck Campground on 

Lightning Lake). For information and to register, check the 
website at http://hopemountain.org/programs/manning-park-
bird-blitz-june-19-21-2015. Inquiries may be made by e-mail 
at info@hopemountain.org  or by phone at 604-869-1274. 

 

June 25.  First WESTPORT SEABIRDS pelagic birding trip of 
the summer/fall season from Westport, WA. This is the first 
of 18 trips scheduled from June through October 2016. For 
information, visit the Westport Seabirds webpage at http://
www.westportseabirds.com . 

 

Aug. 16-20. NORTH AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGICAL 
CONFERENCE, Washington, D.C., USA. This is the com-
bined meeting for 2016 of the American Ornithologistsô Un-
ion, Cooper Ornithological Society, Wilson Ornithological 
Society, and Association of Field Ornithologists (together 
with several smaller organizations). The website is located at 
http://naoc2016.cvent.com/events/naoc-2016/event-
summary9cca73ad2f044f8790ca08d7f1d28536.aspx .  

 

Sept. 9-11. OREGON BIRDING ASSOCIATION annual 
meeting, Bend, Oregon, featuring full-day field trips on Sat-

urday, half-day trips on Sunday. For details, check the OBA 
website at http://www.orbirds.org/2016meeting.html . Regis-
tration details to be announced.  

 

Sept. 9-11. PUGET SOUND BIRD FESTIVAL, Edmonds, WA. 
For information and to register (starting Aug. 1). check the 
festival website at http://www.pugetsoundbirdfest.com , or 
contact Sally Lider at the City of Edmonds Parks Dept. 
(phone 425-771-0227, or at sallylider@edmondswa.gov). 

 

Sept. 16-18. 30th ANNUAL OREGON SHOREBIRD FESTIVAL, 
Charleston, OR (near Coos Bay). Includes a pelagic birding 
trip as well as shorebird field trips. For information or to reg-
ister, visit the festival website at http://www.fws.gov/refuge/
Bandon_Marsh/visit/visitor_activities/
shorebird_festival.html, phone Dawn Harris at (541) 867-
4550 (U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service office in Newport, OR), 
or email Dawn at dawn_harris@fws.gov . 

 

Sept. 18. WEST COAST PELAGIC BIRDING TRIP from 
Ucluelet, organized by Edmonton Nature Club. For infor-
mation or to buy tickets, contact James Fox by email at 
fox.james.ed@gmail.com . (There is no WildResearch pelag-
ic trip in 2016.) 

 

Sept. 20-23. 40TH ANNUAL MEETING, THE WATERBIRD SO-

CIETY, New Bern, North Carolina. For information and to 
register, visit the conference website at http://
www.waterbirds.org/annual_meeting-2015 . 

 

Sept. 28 - Oct. 2. WESTERN FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS ANNU-

AL MEETING, Fortuna, CA (Humboldt County). For details, 
check www.westernfieldornithologists.org/conference.php . 

 

Oct. 6-9. WESTERN BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION annu-
al meeting, Point Reyes Station, California. For general infor-
mation, check the WBBA website at http://
www.westernbirdbanding.org/meeting_2016.html . For de-
tails, contact Marlene Wagner (mawagner@sfu.ca) or Steve 
Albert (salbert@birdpop.org).  

 

Oct. 15-19. 23rd ANNUAL CONFERENCE OF THE WILD-
LIFE SOCIETY, Raleigh Convention Center, Raleigh, North 
Carolina. For further information and to register, visit the 
conference website at http://wildlife.org/tws-23rd-annual-
conference . Registration opens on May 15. 

 

Oct. 16-20.  RAPTOR RESEARCH FOUNDATION ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE, Cape May, New Jersey. For further details, 
visit the conference website at http://
www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/conferences/current-
conference . 

 

Nov. 19-20. FRASER VALLEY BALD EAGLE FESTIVAL, 
Harrison Mills, BC. For information, check the festival web-
site at http://fraservalleybaldeaglefestival.ca , send an email 
to info@fraservalleybaldeaglefestival.ca , phone 604-826-
7361, or write the Mission Chamber of Commerce, 34033 
Lougheed Highway, Mission, BC V2V 5X8.  

 

Dec. 14 to Jan. 5 2017. CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNTS. For infor-
mation on dates of counts and contact information for count 
organizers, check the BCFO website in November and De-
cember, or check the December issue of BC Birding. 

http://www.birdmeetings.org
http://www.nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET/ornith/birdmeet.html
http://www.nmnh.si.edu/BIRDNET/ornith/birdmeet.html
https://bcfo.ca/cranbrook-2016-latest
https://bcfo.ca/cranbrook-2016-latest
http://wos.org/annual-conference/current-year
mailto:gailross1@telus.net
http://hopemountain.org/programs/manning-park-bird-blitz-june-19-21-2015
http://hopemountain.org/programs/manning-park-bird-blitz-june-19-21-2015
mailto:info@hopemountain.org
http://www.westportseabirds.com
http://www.westportseabirds.com
http://naoc2016.cvent.com/events/naoc-2016/event-summary9cca73ad2f044f8790ca08d7f1d28536.aspx
http://naoc2016.cvent.com/events/naoc-2016/event-summary9cca73ad2f044f8790ca08d7f1d28536.aspx
http://www.orbirds.org/2016meeting.html
http://www.pugetsoundbirdfest.com
mailto:sallylider@edmondswa.gov
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Bandon_Marsh/visit/visitor_activities/shorebird_festival.html
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Bandon_Marsh/visit/visitor_activities/shorebird_festival.html
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/Bandon_Marsh/visit/visitor_activities/shorebird_festival.html
mailto:dawn_harris@fws.gov
mailto:fox.james.ed@gmail.com
http://www.waterbirds.org/annual_meeting-2015
http://www.waterbirds.org/annual_meeting-2015
http://www.westernfieldornithologists.org/conference.php
http://www.westernbirdbanding.org/meeting_2016.html
http://www.westernbirdbanding.org/meeting_2016.html
mailto:mawagner@sfu.ca
mailto:salbert@birdpop.org
http://wildlife.org/tws-23rd-annual-conference
http://wildlife.org/tws-23rd-annual-conference
http://www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/conferences/current-conference
http://www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/conferences/current-conference
http://www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/conferences/current-conference
http://fraservalleybaldeaglefestival.ca
mailto:info@fraservalleybaldeaglefestival.ca
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BCFO  

Two -day Trips  

6ÁÎÃÏÕÖÅÒ 3ÈÏÒÅÂÉÒÄÓ   
September 24-25, 2016 

Organization 

Leader: Brian Self, Delta, 604-943-
9378; brianself@eastlink.ca  
Registration/Admin: Adrian Leather, 
Quesnel, 250-249-5561, qabis4@g 
mail. com 

Itinerary 

Saturday 

¶ Morning: Ladner Harbour Park;   
Reifel Bird Sanctuary, Westham 
Island 

¶ Afternoon: Boundary Bay 

¶ Tally-up at Skyhawk Restaurant 
(Boundary Bay Airport, Unit 102-
7800 Alpha Way, Ladner, 778-434-
1238). 

Sunday 

¶ Morning:  Tsawwassen Jetty 

¶ Afternoon: Boundary Bay 

Accommodation 

¶ Beach Grove Motel, Tsawwassen 
(5921 12 Ave Delta, 604-943-2632). 
$125.35 per night inc. tax. 

¶ Other Accommodation: Coast Inn, 
Tsawwassen (1665 56 St, Delta, 604
-943-8221) 

¶ Delta Town & Country Inn, Ladner 
(6005 Hwy.17.A. Delta, 604-946-
4404) 

How the Trips Work 

BCFO two-day field trips are member
-led, but participants make their own 
arrangements for accommodation, 
food, and travel. 

 

¶ Day 1: all-day birding and then 
evening get together at a restaurant 
to recap the day and tally species. 

¶ Day 2: morning birding, afternoon 
optional birding. 
 

Carpooling is encouraged, and will be 
arranged on the morning of Day 1. 

 

Register at least two weeks in ad-
vance. The leader will give specific 
details of when and where to meet. 

.  

Cost: Members $10 per person; non-
members $40, which includes BCFO 
membership. 

 

John Gordon writes: On the last day of the Langley Field Naturalists visit to Princeton May 6-8 we stopped off at one of our 
hostsô (Vermilion Forks Field Naturalists) homes where a flock of Cassinôs Finches and Evening Grosbeaks were visiting a 
feeder. For many of the club members the Cassinôs was a lifer and a rare opportunity to see both male and female birds. 
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Young Birders 

Program 
 

The program is growing and now 
includes  23 kids. A number of 
events are planned for the summer: 

June 4: Merritt Trip  
The trip is already full. Targets are 
Black Tern, Swainson's Hawk, 
Meadowlarks, Clay-coloured Spar-
row, Black-billed Magpie, Eared 
and Horned Grebe in breeding, 
American White Pelicans, Lewis' 
Woodpecker, Bluebirds, Burrowing 
Owl, Ruffed and Dusky Grouse 
(possible Spruce and Sharp-tailed), 
Calliope Hummingbird, Osprey, 
Ruddy Ducks, Vesper Sparrow, 
Williamson's Sapsucker (possible), 
Chipping Sparrow, Common Loon 
with chicks, Red-necked Grebes 
with chicks, Townsend's Solitaire, 
House Wren, Eastern Kingbird, 
Western Kingbird, Say's Phoebe, 
Red-naped Sapsucker, Bullock's 
Oriole, all three Nuthatch species, 
Yellow-headed Blackbird, Horned 
Lark, Redhead, All three Teal spe-
cies, Gray Catbird and possibly a 
Great Gray Owl. 

July 16: Catbird Slough and 
Grant Narrows 
A lot of kids have signed up for this. 
Targets include Eastern Kingbirds, 
Redstarts and various other war-
blers. 

August 27: Pelagic 
This trip filled up within two days of 
getting the word out. It is from 
Sooke with Sooke Explorations in 
the Juan De Fuca Strait.  There will 
be chumming and Ilya Povalyaev 
will be the spotter. Expected birds 
include Pink-footed and Sooty 
Shearwaters, Jaegers and Northern 
Fulmars. There should be a good 
chance at seeing whales also. 

Other Trips 
If there is enough interest the group 
might also hike to Flatiron Mountain 
for Ptarmigan this summer.  

For information, contact Melissa 
Hafting at bcbirdergirl@)gmail. 
com . 

 

 

Bridget Spencer got a lot of compliments on her new BCFO birder hat.  
Photo by Melissa Hafting.  
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Avian  

Encounters 

Great Gray Surprise 

Bob Steventon, Prince George 

I walked past a window, took a few 
steps and the thought struck me é the 
swallow house didnôt look right. A re-
turn to the window confirmed that a 
Great Gray Owl was perched on it. 
I got my camera and situated myself 

on the landing at our side door. The owl 
was studying the snow still covering 
much of our yard on March 11. It was 
late in the day so I boosted the cameraôs 
ISO to 3200 and waited for the owl to 
fly. I shot a burst when it moved from 

the birdhouse to one of the poles that 
support the anti-moose electric fencing 
around our garden. 
The owl looked at me from time to 

time but didnôt seem particularly con-
cerned that I was watching. I didnôt 
want to wade through the snow to try to 
get closer. I fetched a chair so I could 
watch in comfort and rested my camera 
on the railing. The owl studied the 
snow and watched an aircraft that 
passed overhead. It moved from one 
garden pole to another over a period of 
about an hour and made several forays 
down to the snow. I didnôt see it catch 
anything. When the snow was gone, 
there were indeed vole runways in the 
grass but the snow was hard and about 
a foot deep when the owl was here.  
The owl returned at the same time 

on the following day but we havenôt 
seen it since. 


