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Siberian Accentor, photographed by John Gordon in Surrey on January 20, 2016. See page 27.
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may not otherwise have known aboutTrip for members to the Creston Valley,
d enoﬁl;leiwou h known about eactbut there are two chances to participate
r.

Pr es|

YQuol | s e e inttheeBxtension.almeesponaentd last o Ir
of the activities of the group reportediny ear 6 s huge demapnd e

Message this issue ofBC Birding Y o u 0 Ifor the £xtemnsion, we are offering both
more on the websi preconfeaencd aadcks posdnierenges ar ¢

. activities unfold. versions this year. Watch those sigm
One must ask children and BCFO members Melissa Haftingdates, and avoid disappointment by reg-
birds how cherries and and Carlo Giovanella deserve muchistering right away.
strawberries taste. credit for getting the program running We are also making a littte more

i Johann Wolfgang von Goethe and moving up to the next level. BCFQGtime in the Saturday program by having
Young Birders not only receive ana single technical session instead of the

ltés al ways satis 1avyardnbgt nqw(haveg;tbeeoppgrtunﬁyrtcﬁagiitioaalntwo or three. The usual pro-
we instituted just two years back nowparticipate in a series of field trips spegram of Saturday and Sunday early
attracting more and more interest angifically organized for them, and led bymorning field trips is ready to go, and |
involvement. Even better, when theMelissa. Present and past Young Birdwould like to thank, on your behalf, the
group weodre at-and a@s detriagether for these drips.uKpowlRocky Mountain Naturalists who are
coming young bir dedgeis exghangad,skilg pre Ruit, entleading eld trips for us, and have been
through our youth that we perpetuatdhusiasm is shared, and lifers are tickedo helpful in the organization of the
our passion. and photographed. Conference.

The Young Birders Program is now ~~~ This will be our first AGM held in
an official program of BCFO. On your . " Cranbrook, and | look forward to seeing
behalf, your directors formalized this%ﬂrzrs(;hntI?rBtéaglitrlgir:g%et?jl| d’“;g}{; of You all at the Conference, and having

arrangement at our most recent Boar,- annual Conference/AGM. and Ex the chance to catch up at the traditional

meeting. Fittingly, this year sees a reggnsion trip. This issue is no exception!:rlday evening Meet and Greet.

cord crop of young birders receivingan, n 4t hi s year weor eSeeeye)(u‘?naCPaHb}ogkg the pro

award from BCFO. It seems these tal-gram and offering more choices and

ented, young ornithologists in the mak-

) . I opportunities for everyone.
ing are emerging from all over. Our '\t oniy can you choose to take part

program is attracting young people W&, he preconference TweDay Field

George Clulow, President
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the Donate Nowbutton. In either case, birds or of bird habitats in BC; and (3)
N t an official receipt for tax purposes will public education about birds in BC.
O |CeS be issued. The award recipient is selected by a
threeperson Award Committee chaired
by myself, and approved by the BCFO
: Board.
l ﬂanK Steve Cannings Award The 2015 recipient of the Steve
Cannings award is Dr Alan E Burger of
YOu Report by Wayne C. Weber Merritt, BC. Alan is a professional bi-
The Steve Cannings Award is an awar@logist who has made major contribu-
presented annually by BC Field Orni-tions in all three of the areas mentioned
thologists since 2007. It honours theabove. He was born and raised in South
. memory of Steve Cannings, an outAf ri ca, and earned
Donations 2015 standing amateur ornithologist, naturalgree, and later his PhD, at the Univer-
ist, photographer, and conservationissity of Cape Town. His PhD disserta-
Your Board of Directors is very proud who was a lifelong resident of Pentic—tion_, completed_ at the P(_ercy FitzPatrick
to acknowledge with sincere thanks thdéon. The Cannings Award recognizes afnstitute of African Ornithology, was
donations made by fifteen Memberdndividual who has made significanton the biology of the Blackaced
during the year 2015. These amountefontributions over a long period of timeSheathbill, an aberrant shorebird which
to $678.00 and represented some of tH8 ornithology in BC in any one or survives by stealing food from nesting
extraordinary support and contributiongnore of the following three areas: (1)seabirds, studied on subantarctic
that make BCFO the strong organisalesearch on bird biology or ecology, oMarion Island. “Alan immigrated to
tion that it is. detailed documentation of the avifaun€anada in 1980, and was employed for
Most of these fifteen Donor/ ©f @ portion of BC; (2) conservation of most of the next five years as an Assis-

Members are repeat, annual givers.
order of dates of receipt, they are

Ana Simeon
Carol Ann Botel
Daryl Johnson
Gwynneth Wilson
lan Robinson
Brian Self
George Clulow
Leona Breckenridge
Dorothy Copp

Bill Stewart
Nancy Krueger
David Schutz
Michael Hoebel
Paul Chytyk

Neil Bourne

=A =4 =4 =4 4 -4 4 -4 -4 - -4 - -8 -4

=

Stop Press

An especially big donation was re
ceived at press time, the biggest in n
cent years, from Paul Tennant, whoi
the Board would like to acknowledge
and thank especially.

Prospective donors may choose to mi

a cheque (see page 2 for addresses) or  Dr Alan Burger with the Steve Cannings Award presentation plaque.

visit our websitel bcfo.cai and click Photo taken by Bob Scafe, October 2015.
on About then Donate to BCFOand
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tant Professor of Biology at Memorial meeting of the Nicola Naturalist Soci-involved with numerous conservation
University at Corner Brook, Newfound- ety. We regret the unfortunate delay irefforts, public outreach programs and
land. the publication of this testimonial, butliaison activities on Vancouver Island,

Alan moved to BC in 1985, and forwe wish to reassure Alan that nothindBritish Columbia. Ann is a past Presi-
many years has been on the faculty dtas diminished our admiration for thedent and Board Member of the Rocky
the University of Victoria, where he is major contributions he has made to th€oint Bird Observatory (RPBO), which
currently an Adjunct Associate Profes-ornithological and birding communitieshas contributed extensive knowledge
sor in the Department of Biology. Fromin BC. about birdlife in southwest British Co-

1986 to 1988, he served as the Assistant — lumbia, and she is a past winner of the
Below: Ann Nightingale

Director of the Bamfield Marine Station
on the west coast of Va .
couver Island. He is an a
thority on the biology an
conservation of marin
birds, especially on the Ma
bled Murrelet, a Threatend
Species in both Canada 3
the US. He has publishg
numerous scientific pape
on the ecology of Marbl
Murrelets and other se
birds. Another strong inte
est of his is the effects of ¢
spills on seabirds, on whig
he has also published seve
papers. He initiated and s
pervised the first Beachg
Bird Survey for the B(
coast from 1986 to 1997
valuable project which wg
resurrected by Bird Studig
Canada in 2002, and h
been operated by them e
since.

In 2007, Alan and hi
wife, Andrea Lawrence
moved to the Merritt are
where he has been very i
tive in mentoring and org{
nizing amateur birders al
naturalists. He was one of
the key people involved in establishing
the Nicola Naturalist Society in 2010, Betty Petersen Award Reminder
and was its first and its current presi- o
dent. He served as the Regional CoordBCFO member Ann Nightingale has
nator for the Princetohlicola Region received the Betty Petersen Award
of the BC Breeding Bird Atlas, and was{_rom the /;\The”fr?n Bxgxg Aszoma-
a major contributor to the Atlas project.lion, one or the three awaras an- :
Last Jbut not least, he has serr)vejd fopounced for 2016. box, though subsequently-airected

' to the new one after an inevitable ¢le-

several years as the organizer and COfy s ABA Announcement reads: lay. This free redirection service wil

piler of the Merritt Christmas Bird ;
Count. iThe 2016 Betty P %‘hwe"rerseé‘dn by %E{r?ﬁe(ﬁ‘o’l‘f Ofvrv?ofg

We announced the award at théconservation and Community goes td ac;(sj.resike SUre you tise
BCFO Annual Meeting in Oliver in Ann Nightingale of Victoria, British '
May 2015, but Alan was unable to at-Columbia.
tend. Therefore, the presentation of the A" Ann Ni ghti ngal e
award was made to Alan at the Octobeish Columbia birder and a tireless proA
moter of birding. She has been deeply

Governor General's Caring Canadian
1 Award for her work there. She
is the face of the Vancouver
Island birding community,
appearing on local radio and
TV, making countless presen-
tations to local communities
on birds and birding and repre-
senting a vital liaison between
the birding community and the
general public.

Featured
Photographer

To see the latest in the BCFO
Featured Photographer series
head to :

bcfo.caliarroutley-february
2016

A dozen of | an
markable photographs are
shown, all taken around his
Lillooet home.

Our postal address has been charnged
for nearly a year now but many lettgrs
are still addressed to our old pogtal

i B.C. I(?iierl]d Ornitchc%lolgi%tse
PO B8X'451F1“Dunbar
Vancouver, BC V6S 2M8

Brli

—
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Schedule of Events

Location: Prestige Rocky Mountain Resort, 209 Van Horne St S, Cranbrook. All conference activities, and field trip depar
tures take place here.

Registration, Meet & Greet Social Friday evening 5:00 pm to 8:30 pm. Pick up your conference package, socialize with
fellow birders from around the province, and confirm your field trip selettidppetizers and cash bar.

Breakfast: 5:15 to 5:45 am, prior to field trip departures
Conference Field Trips: 6:00 am departures both days from the PRMR.

Trip 17 Ha Ha Creek Valley Leader: Alan Barnard
Trip 21 Skookumchuck Prairie IBA Leader: Dianne Cooper
Trip 37 Wycliffe Rambler Leader: Ruth Goodwin
Trip 471 Spray Irrigation, Three Ponds Leader: Dean Nicholson
Trip 571 If registration numbers require Leader: Daryl Calder

Lunch: 12:00 to 1:00 both days

Technical Session1:00 to 1:45 Saturday, Dr David Bradléy The Completed British Columbia Breeding Bird Atlas
Annual General Meeting: 1:45 to 3:00, Saturday

Social Hour Cash Bar 5:00 to 6:30, Saturday

Banquet 6:30 to 7:30 Saturday.

Banquet Keynote 7:30 to 9:00 Saturday: Jared Holib®wls of BC: Ecology, Conservation and Management.

Registration Information

To register for the To register for the Field Trip Selection and

AGM/Conference Extension Trip Waiver Forms
Via regular mail Via the BCFO website Field trip selections for the morning of
Complete the Registration Form in thisNote: The only way to register for theMay 28th and May 29th will be made
issue ofBC Birding and mail it along Extension Trip is via the Website. when checking in on Friday, May 27th.
with your cheque for payment to: Payment may be made either byAt the same time, you will be asked to
P.O. Box 45111 Dunbar ;E:gue, or via the PayPal button supeomplete your conference waiver form.
Vancouver, . To ensure fairness
B.C. Go to theAGM/Extension Paymentab field trip selection will be obened at
V6S 2M8 under theEvents > Annual Conference

1700 on May 27th
drop downs.

Via the BCFO website (PayPal) The fillable registration form avail-

The opportunity to change the field trip
you have signed up for on Sunday, May
29th will commence at 1345 on Satur-

Go to the AGM/Extension Paymentsable on the website for completion will
tab under the Events > Annual Conferinclude a requirement to indicate you
ence drop downs. choice of pre or posAGM Extension. . . .

A fillable registration form is avail- To pay for more than one registrationcTiﬂY’ f(_)IIIIowmgl the :echnlcal jg_;:_smnl.
able for completionTo pay for more via PayPal, simply make sufficient sin- IS Wil enable Us 1o open additiona
th istrati s I k f- gle pa mer’wts for each person you wisRrace> if there is heavy demand for one
han one registrationsimply make sur- gie pay P y of two of the field trips being offered.
ficient single payments for each persoito register.

you wish to register. Online registrations

open on April 2nd at 0900 PDT
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l' _____ BCFO 26" ANNUAL CONFERENCE May 27th 1 29th, 2016 Cranbrook, BC |
I T Il |
I I
I . I
! Registration Form !
: N (S): ottt i e e :
:Address: ................................................................................... :
L e e e e e i 1
I

1
tPhone: Email: . . . . . . . . . . . ol

1

1

' Conference Reglstratlon
I Attendance is limited to BCFO members and accompanying spouses/family membersménbers may join BCFO at the

same time as they register for the Conference.

I FuII conference fee includes: Friday night Meet & Greet, Saturday & Sunday breakfasts, lunct&estuethaly evening Ba%l-
1 quet plus all field trips and talks

I All registrants for the conference and extension trip are required to complaAIlRER OF LIABILITY AND RELEASE
; OF CLAIMS form. Forms will be made available at the AGM at the time of registering for the field trips.

|

| Participation in the AGM isiot possiblewithout payment of applicable fee(s) by the registration date.

|

L All fees are payable upon submission of this registration form. Please make cheque or money order pRgalblieltl

'Ornlthologlsts If registering by mail, send your registration and payment to BC Field Ornitholois®s,Box 45111 Duri
bar Vancouver, B.CV6S 2M8

I
| @ $170 /person = $ |
| |
I Social events ONLY (Meet & Greet, and Banquet) @ $75 /person= $ |
| I
I'* Membership fee for nemembers ) @ $30.00 single/family = $ :
| (see BCFO website for membership detalisfo.ca/joinrenew2) I
| I
I Total registration fee(s) for the Conference $ I
| |
:WiII you be attending the Friday evening reception:  Yes..... No..... :
| I
1 Do you have any dietary requirements: Yes.... Requirement ................ i, I
I I
I'Waiver :

|

I

I

I

|

| Please submit AGM registrations by May 19, 2016 I
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Jared Hobbs
boreal forest and tundra ecosystems. f at e . I n short, webol
Delving deeper, Jared will give us aing tales of ecological adaptation as we
Introducing Our Banquet closer 1l ook at t wtllow JareBabagson & esudl jeurneys t
Speaker ied species: Spotted Owl and Westerh o explore BCos di v
P Screechowl. Expect a stimulating vis- blage.
Jared Hobbs has stood by a rattlesnakel journey that will acquaint you with  Jared will share an intimate perspec-
den to watch the sun go down; wit-the ecology of each species beforéive of management and mistruth. You
nessed falcons streak past his tent whikouching on management and the cumwill take away a strong sense of why
camping high on a cliff over Kamloopsr e nt st atus of e a avh shsufdeare aadswhy we négedCto beWe
Lake; and observed the rare spotted ovdee intimate images of these secretivihe voice for the wildlife that, without
hunt for its prey beneath towering gianspecies and hear firsand stories of our empathy, may become just a

Douglasfir trees near Pemberton. magical moments spent with owls in theghostly whisper in the wind.
Jared is a Victoridased biologist f i el d. Wedl |l Il earn_why Spotted Owls a
and wildlife photographer and has avirtually extirpated and why Screech Jared Hobbs.

portfolio rich with images of some of owls need our help to aVOId a Slmllar
the provinceds mos il Fae ; 3 :
While his work as a biologist studying
species at risk informs his photography,
he performs the two jobs separately.

Banquet Talk
Owls of BC: Ecology,
Conservation and

Management

On Silent Wi n|gs g

Each requires his full attention and af-
ford a uniquely informed perspective
about both the beauty of the species and &
the management challenges many of
our species face in BC.

His images are represented by All
Canada Photos and Getty Images. Since
1994 Jared's client base has grown
steadily to include clients such @ana-
dian Geographic, British Columbia
Magazine, government agencies and
environmental groups.

Leading off with background infor-
mation about BCOs
Jared will connect
and climate to explain why BC boasts
the highest owl biodiversity of any Ca-
nadian province.

He will look briefly at our owl di-
versity, from grassland specialists like
the Burrowing Owl, to forestlependent
species that occupy our forests along
the coast, the interior and up into the
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Accommodation | |
Fax: (250) 417400 1 Room with one king bed overlook-

. Cranbrook@PrestigeHotels.ca ing the bird sanctuary
Informatlon www.prestigehotelsandresorts.com .
. . _ Rates are $102 $112 + applicable
The Prestige Rocky Mountain Resort &Room choices and rates are two queegixes per night single or double occu-
Convention Centre will be the base obeds, or a room with one king bed. pancy. Most rooms have a kitchen.
activities for the AGM. Field trips de-  Rate is $132 + applicable taxes a

part from here; breakfasts, lunchespight, single or double occupancy Flgmingo Motgl

technical sessions, the AGM and ban-_ This property is located 200m from the

quet will all be held here. Elizabeth Lake Lodge Prestige Hotel.

We have arranged BCFO AGM con-This property is 1000m south of the
; : Prestige. 432 Van Horne Street S
ference rates for th@restige, Elizabeth
. Cranbrook, BC V1C 4W7

Lake Lodge, and Flamingo Motel. All 590 van Horne Street South (250) 4267073

three locations are relatively close to (Hwy 3 SW Entrance to Cranbrook)

each other on the south side of Cran- Cranbrook, British Columbia Rooms with either one or two beds are

brook. V1C 4W7 $69.95 + $5 per extra person per night

_ o Phone: (250) 426114 + applicable taxes. .

If booking accpmmodatlon in any of  Fax: (250) 4265221 All rooms have fla}t screen TV, mi-

the three locations below please make info@elizabethlakelodge.com crowave_and small fridge. Some rooms

sure tohrequeslt the E;]ICFO Cé)r(;ference www.elizabethlakelodge.com/ have a kitchenette.

Rate. This applies to dine and direct )

bookings. Room choices and rates are:

Prestige Rocky Mountain Resort & f Room with one queen bed overlook-

Convention Centre ing the bird sanctuary — )
209 Van Horne St S 1 Room with two queen beds over- Bel ow ©ooa Swa iafaidyon 6 s
Cranbrook, BC V1C 6R9 looking the bird sanctuary common S|_ght in southern Alberta.
Phone: (250) 410444 (Daniel Arndt photo.)

PagelO
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then check out Bradford Rd, Wg W

Creek Rd, and finish at Wasa Lg :

Confe rence and sloughs depending on the tif

. . 139 species have been recordeg
Fleld Trlps May, including several mountd

shorebird species, both bluebir,

_ and keep your eyes peeled for Cq
Trip 1: Ha Ha Creek Valley 7 Alan  mon Grackle.

Barnard
Ha Ha Creek Valley is a 25 min drive-|-rip 3: Wycliffe Rambler i Ruth
SE on Hwy 3 towards Fernie. The val-googwin

ley is mostly ranchland with hayfields prive 20 km towards Kimberly a
and pasture. We will be passing througly,n onto Porteous Road to check|
ponderosa pine | 0tkdol and LorRilled Eufieis
Woodpecker, and we will stop and hikecontinue on to Twin Buttes for a
along the privately owned protectedyy, pike (100 m elevation) to log ‘
wetlands at Tokai Ranch, which can bgy, pjyepirds, Lazuli Buntings a
very productive with six flycatcher spe-cjay.coloured Sparrows. We w
cies and ten warbler species. drive to Pighin Road with wood

Further down the valley a stop andopen grasslands and a marsh.
short hike at Lund Lake and the gully; | s msonés Saps

below for kingfishers, warblers, tana-geen in this area. We will finish

gers and possibly piRudyte Rarktd stopifdf dovth

nally, time permitting, we will do & Reade Lake for phalaropes, gre|
2km hike to Ha Ha Creek terminationgg waterfowl. Bobolinks have ofté

slough. The Ha Ha Creek Valley hag)een seen in this area.
recorded 174 species; 162 species in the
2015 calendar year.

o
Se MR

Trip 4: Spray Irrigation, Three | | ! ?
Trip 2: Skookumchuck Prairie IBA i Pondsi Dean Nicholson — —
Dianne Cooper This lowelevation site lies off High- will allow for a number of warblers and
The Skookumchuck Prairie IBA is theway 3 just after the turnoff to Fernie.various woodpeckers and flycatchers.
only IBA in the East Kootenay. Long The area is dominated by pastureland . - e .
billed Curlew and andewunberf natra @il @réifici@lﬁ:;g?y,‘r’égldn;eded)' Elizabeth Lakei
are the target species. We will beponds. Waterfowl will be in ab ur]d"’mce'Eprore the Elizabeth Lake bird sanctu-
mostly driving with stops and shortas well as raptors, Mountain and West(;j‘ry a popular bird watching wetland
walks on the edge of the curlew habitatern Bluebirds and a variety of sparrows,, -

. X and grassland habitat on the southwest-
Wedl | start sout hAsideftrip © he saderarfeanyancakeg, , gdge of Cranbrook. Walk along a

trail system built by Rocky Mountain
Naturalists, which traverses gently roll-
ing terrain through a variety of habitats.
Observe as many as 60 bird species,
both resident and migratory. Grebes,
bittern, shorebirds, Black Tern, swifts,
flycatchers, swallows, bluebirds, war-
blers, sparrows and blackbirds can be
observed.

Above: Prairie Falcon.
Left: American White Pelican.
(Daniel Arndt photos.)
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Extension
Trips

Southern Alberta, Prairie
Potholes Extension Trips

New this year! We are offering two
Extension Trips Pre and PosAGM.

Dates

Pre-conference ExtensionMay 24 to
May 271 Starts in Canmore, ends in
Lethbridge

Postconference ExtensiorMay 29 to Vesper Sparrow

by Daniel Arndt.

June 1i Starts in Cranbrook, ends near

Calgary . . .
nation to the driver for gas costs is ex

Leader:Daniel Arndt pected.

Group size15 maximum, 8 minimum  Cost: $200 per person. Transportation

Transportation: Carpooling. Should accommodation, and food not included.

you carpool with others, a suitable do-

Photo: a Blacknecked Stilt photographed by Daniel Arndt, leader of the
AGM pre and postconference trips.

Registration:  Will be opened on
April 2, 2016 at 9:00 am. No prior reg-
istrations can be accepted.

’ Registrations will be accepted first
come, first served. To ensure you re-
serve your place on an extension trip,
please read the information below very
carefully. If the trips fill, waitlists will
be made.

You may register for the extension
via the BCFO website only. Payments
may be made ofine when registering
(preferred), or by mailed cheque fol-
lowing online registration.

1. Complete the online registration
form, and pay via the PayPal button
provided, ORE

2. Complete the online registration
form. Mail your cheque toBCFQ,
which must bereceived within two
weeks of your online registration, or
before May 19, whichever is sooner.
Receipt of your registration and pay-
ment will be acknowledged.

When registering, you must indicate
which trip you want to go on. If you
wish to be considered for both trips if
your first choice is filled, you must in-
dicate a first and a second choice.

Spaces will be allocated in order of
receipt of payment via PayPal, or date
and time of odine registration. For
those paying by cheque, registration

Pagel2
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’ > for Pi ping Plover. V
) break in Brooks before taking the rest

of the day to continue our meandering
tour of the prairies, with targets such as
Chestnutcollared Longspur,

Mc Cownds Longspur, L
Brewerds Sparrow thr
ern lIrrigation District, while keeping

our eyes open for much harder to find
birds like Burrowing Owl and Ferrugi-
nous Hawk before ending our day back

in Brooks.

Day 3: 26 May, full day
On our third day of prairie birding,
we ol | spend the ear/l

. , . . .. brook Island Provincial Park on the
will be confirmed upon payment beingCurlew, Marbled & Hudsonian Godwit, shores of Lgke E%]ew Il looking for mi-

received by BCFO. Red Knot and -wéckeds @ .n )
. . rants that may have stopped over for
Phalarope. If luck is on our side, a loca

Important Information : . . he night in the welkstablished ripar-
: ._breeding colony of Bobolink will be on . .
Both extensions are scheduled to visif_ ~. 2 ian areas surroundi:r
erritory by this time of year, and we

the same locations, and target the samé 7 ' ; also be looking for Baltimore Oriole,
Il certainly find many American
Rosebreasted Grosbeak,sLea'gf é& V@Iger

species, but the routes will be reverse%(/'h it Pel i g)
This will enable participants to arrive e e rcans -an (Ii—'lyca c\‘r\{ear,'arquo? Coldrse the isSive

. along the way. After birding the lake, . .
ontlmeforthestartoftheAGMfromwe6II head back tsotoples off rFéﬁnléla'r
the Preconference Extension, and de'evenin checkn Bulls aﬁonggthe ec¥ges of’tHe 1akeonce
part from Cranbrook at the conclusion 9 ' finished at the | ake
of the AGM to start the Posibnference Day 2: 25 May, full day the UNESCO World Heritage Site of
Extension. A pre-sunrise start will put us on theDinosaur Provincial Park where we

Extension trips are part of AGM road heading back to the northwestohope to find Spragu
activities. Participants are required to b&algary to the Horse Creek RoadBai r d6s Sparrows, Ro
paidup delegates to the AGM. marshes which have always been a rellow-breasted Chat in the rocky bad-

Detailed itineraries of both trips areable spot to look and listen for Yellowlands.
shown below. Rail s. Whi |l e her e, After breakingdoe lunemundehtee | o
out for both L e C ocanopy ofalsampoplarNaad trenobhng s
Sparrows, watching
for Mountain Blue- Upland Sandpiper. Daniel Arndt..
bird boxes along t
way. From there, w
meander east towar
Brooks, taking a fey

back roads here af
Day 1: 24 May, haltday there to check fd
After a scenic drive into Alberta Loggerhead  Shrike

t hrough t he RockySp %lgrbte%lsr
meet our guide, Dan Arndt, in Canmoreg 5 i r d 6 s q
at noon to begin our search for specieg,o prairies,  whilg
more common to Southern Alberta thary,qq stopping at Weg
to much of British Columbia. We will Lake, Eagle Lake
meander east through the front rangesq marsland Basi
and foothills of the Rockies in search of, 1, ¢ 1 ¢ we

Rednaped Sapsucker, Dusky Fly-gisck-crowned Nigh
catcher, Veery, Ovenbird, AmericanHeron, Blacknecked
Redstart and Whitavinged Crossbill. Stilts, American Avo
Wedl |l work our wa Yeets O BiLR Wems
Lake where wedl |l BPEPLEPe Py

various shorebirds and waders, such §giih the possibility of
White-faced Ibis, Willet, Longpilled a slight detour to loo

(2]

Pre-Conference Trip 2016

Southern Alberta Prairie Potholes
May 2471 27, 2016
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aspen, we o6 | cont
Deer River valley in the early afternoo
to find Gray Catbird, Brown Thrasher,
Alder and Least Flycatcher, Bank Swal
low, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, and
Rubythroated Hummingbirds. Once
webve completed o
Provincial Par k,
south to Brooks and continue on ta
Lethbridge along the secondary high
ways in search of
missed so far along the way, and als
stopping near Lomond to take anothe
look for ChestnwHcollared and
Mc Cown b s Longspur
Grasshopper Sparrow and Commo
Ni ght hawks. We 6| |
Lethbridge birding along the Oldman

River Valley before calling it a night. before heading to Cranbrook to meetneet our guide, Dan Arndt, and begin
Throughout the da yorthewdarudl Generah Metindy. Frenabur ytrip birding the Lethbridge area in

run across family groups of PronghornLethbridge, it is a 3.5 hour drive tosearch of typical prairie species such as

White-tailed and Mule Deer, and if Cranbrook. Swainsonds and Ferr
webdbre exceptionally 1lucky, Pl ai ns G@GraydPartridge, American White Peli-
Wandering Garter Snakes. can, and the first of many prairie spar-
Day 4: 27 May, half day PostConference Extension ™"

Our final morning together will be Trip Day 2: 30 May, full day

spent birding at the Elizabeth Hall Wet- We 6| | have an early
lands and_ a fe\{v qther parks alo_ng th%outhern Alberta Prairie Potholes birding the Ellza_beth I—_IaII Wetlands in
Oldman River picking up a few migrant N search of overnight migrants that may

. e - "May 2971 June 1, 2016 . A
species here, and finish up our time have stopped in the riparian belt along
together birding the general area arounB ) Ol dman River Valley.
Lethbridge in search of Gray Partridge ay 1: 29 May, half day head north and east to Brooks, stopping

. 5ossi 9 int% All%erta via Highway 3 . '

Ferruginous and S i 1? onao Ha wik . nah the prairies near Lomond to look for
the wellestablished populations of V€ V.V'I drive “east e_xperlenc’lng .?Grasshopper Sparrows, Chestnut
American White Pelican. If there arefo;tgims fes;:ue ﬁnd _méxed gr?(;s; pr?:lrure ollared Longspurs, Lark éunting, and
any other target %ﬁf) g%f gu?g W}e %e'i/ g’ lﬁ’\i Eoenmon Nighthawks then continuing

along the way, webd Ieo f|n%| ){]r?%qnvn%g A" Leti]brédg?rhr on toBoks.

After chgcfging Into our hotels wé w

of the morning tracking them down From Brooks, we ol |

N the UNESCQO World Heritage Site of .

Above: Forsterbés Tern; bel ow: Bbiﬁo‘@'aﬂr é?&viﬁc?alslgaﬁgwherz %?Ignl
. hope to find Sprague

Bairdbés Sparrows, Ro
low-breasted Chat in the rocky bad-
lands. After breaking for lunch under
the canopy of balsam poplar and trem-
bling aspen, wedll C
Red Deer River valley in the early af-
ternoon to find Gray Catbird, Brown
Thrasher, Alder and Least Flycatcher,
Bank Swallow, Yellowbellied Sap-
sucker, and Rubthroated Humming-
birds.

Once webdbve compl et
Dinosaur Provinci al
our way back to Brooks a rourabout
way stopping at various ponds, sloughs
and marshes in the Eastern Irrigation
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District to search for shorebirds, espe
cially Black-necked Stilt, Whitdfaced
Ibis, Upland Sandpiper, Lorgilled
Curlew and Wil son
the usual accompaniment of both Blac
and Forsterodos Ter
continuing our search for some harde
to find prairie
Sparrow, Burrowing Owl, and
Mc Cownds Longspur
extensive native grassland in the are
Al ong the way, we
across family groups of Pronghorn
White-tailed and Mule Deer, and if
wedre exceptional
Wandering Garter Snakes.

Day 3: 31 May, full day
Another early morning begins birding
the north shore of Lake Newell in Kin-
brook Island Provincial Park. This lake
is one of the largest lakes in south
eastern Alberta, and home to colonie|
of California and

focus will mainly be m_the_wooded area e g1 | stop at Matosreafrtvb ofienal locationskaa gul e
to spot some of the riparian spemahsti

; Lake, and Weed Lake to round out oufinal birding destination of the trip. One
that breed here, such as Baltimore O MShorebird observations for the trip, andbption would take us down Sibbald
oles, Roséreasted Grosbeaks, White . .

omplete our last full day in Calgary Creek Road through the mixed parkland
throated Sparrows and any number of . . . :
with an early evening check in. and boreal habitats parallel to the front

migrants stopping over on their trayels ranges of the Rocky Mountains for spe-
northward. Following our exploration Day 4: 1 June, half day cies such as Resaped Sapsucker,

of the park, we 0 | Qur lastadkyeof barding wilwba wa pre Bu'sky Willow, and Olivesided Fly-
wards Calgary along a meanderinglawn start in order to track down thecatchér Vee ’ Whitevinaed Cross-
route that will take us in search of anyelusive Yellow Rail at the Horse CreekIoiII an d, possirb):é Ovenbir dg

prairie species we may have missed, bilRoad marshes northwest of Calgary. This area is al§o home {0 one gf the .

with an eye towards a search for Pipngvhi | e here wedl | wa l (o) anri se ~in
Plover, Red Knot, Prairie Falcon andor d er to | ook and Tﬁ a}E;g]rstar Pllth(? ZtQUIgggt?ier%mQ%m?t e (
Loggerhead Shrike. and Nelsondés Spar E_a(?(ews%uth ofecglgar);?nay u?naup eim)r) g

recent shorebird arrivals, as
well as one of the largest Frank-
l i nds Gul | col oni
Alberta, late migrating Tundra
or Trumpeter Swans, Yellow
headed Blackbird, and if luck
holds out, spot one of our small
Bobolink populations along the
way. From Frank Lake, it is
about a 4.5 hour drive to either
Revelstoke or Cranbrook BC.

Photo above: a Chestnsided
Longspur, a target bird for
many. Left: one of the
rewarding sightings in Southern
Alberta grasslands: a prong-
horn. (Daniel Arndt photos.)
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BCFO
Two -day Trips

Clinton & Ashcroft

May 14 15, 2016 with an extension trip
on May 16 morning.

Leaders

Brian Murland, Quesnel 25047-1802
murlands@msn.com

Adrian Leather, Quesnel 25295561
gabis4@gmail.com

Loop, including Echo Valley and
Hidden Valley. Tallyup at Cariboo
Lodge, Clinton.

Sunday, May 15 morningcelly
Lakei Pavilion; Horstings Farm
(lunch).

Sunday, May 15 afternoon
Venables Valley; The Slough.
Monday, May 16 morningexten-
sion trip to Oregon Jack Loop.

Target Birds
Clark's Nutcracker,

Registration/Admin
Adrian Leatheii as above.

Accommodation

Nights of May 1314: Cariboo Lodge,
Clinton. 250459-7992. SpeciaBCFO
rate based on two nights: single occu
pancy $76 per night + tax; double occu
pancy $85 per night + tax. (Caribod
Lodge has a pub and restaurant.)

Other Accommodation

Nights of May 1314: Nomad Motel,
Clinton 2504592214, RoundJp Mo-
tel, Clinton 2504592226, Clinton
Pines Campground, 25(69-0030.

Night of May 15: Sandman Inn,
Cache Creek 25857-6284, Bonaparte
Motel, Cache Creek 25857-9693,
Brookside Campsite, Cache Creek 25(
457-6633.

Catering
1 Bag breakfasts and lunches on Sat-
urday via Cariboo Lodge.

Bag breakfast on Sunday via Cari-

BCFO twaday field trips are memb
-led, but participants make their o
arrangements for
food, and travel.

1 Day 1: altday birding and then

91 Day 2: morning birding, afternoo

Carpooling is encouraged, and will
arranged on the morning of Day 1.

Coét: Members $10 per person; nq
members $40, which includes BCKFO
membership.

How the Trips Work

evening get together at a restau
to recap the day and tally specieg|

optional birding.

48
vn

accommodatipn,

ant

S.

be

Register at least two weeks in &d-
vance. The leader will give speci
details of when and where to meet.

ic

n

boo Lodge.
Sunday lunch at Horstings Farm,

Cache Creek 25857-6546.

Sunday dinner at Heartland Restau-
rant (Sandman Inn) Cache Creek
250-457-9330.

breakfast 6:0@0m at Husky House
Restaurant, Cache Creek 2597-
9312.

Itinerary
1 Saturday, May 14Clinton Sewage
Ponds; Big Bar Laké Jesmond

Creston Valley

May 26 27, 2016

Oregon Jack extension on Monday Leader
Gary Davidson, Nakusp, 251654456

gsd37@yahoo.ca

Paul Prappas

Registration/Admin
Adrian Leatheii as above

Accommodation

Nights of May 25%526. Downtowner
Motor Inn, 1218 Canyon St, Creston,
800-665-9904 or 250428-2238. BCFO
rates based on two nights, single occu-
pancy $70 per night + tax, double occu-
pancy $80 per night + tax, suite which
sleeps four (includes kitchen), $120 per
night + tax.

Other Accommodation
Creston Valley Motel, 1809 Canyon St,
250-4289823; Creston Hotel & Suites,

Lewis's Wood- 1418 Canyon St, 25828-2225; Paira-
pecker, Western Kingbird, Lazuli Bun-Dice RV & Campground, 1322 North-
ting, Chukar, Say's Phoebe, Whitewest Blvd (Hwy3) 256428-2347.
throated Swift.

Catering

Bag breakfasts and lunches via A Break
In Time, 1417 Canyon St, Creston, 250
4285619.

Itinerary

1 Thursday, May 26: Meet at Down-
towner Motor Inn 6 Am; Leach
Lake; Duck Lake; Hwy 21S and
Kootenay River Road. Talyp at
Creston Hotel, 1418 Canyon St, 250
-4282225.

Friday, May 27: Meet at Down-
towner Motor Inn 6am; Balancing
Rock Trail; Nature Centre board-
walk trails; West Creston Loop and
Reclamation Road (to 2wm, then
birders can proceed to Cranbrook
AGM).

il

Target Birds

Bobolink, Wild Turkey, Forster's Tern,
American White Pelican, Double
crested Cormorant, American Bittern,
waterfowl.

Vancouver Shorebirds

September 2016

Details are still being worked on, and
will be given on the website and the
next edition of this newsmagazine.

Leader
Brian Self, Delta, 6048439378
brianself@eastlink.ca

Registration/Admin
Adrian Leatheii as above.
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360-681-4076; snail mail to 2151 West Hendrickson Road,
Sequim, WA 98382.

April 23: First Westport Seabirds pelagic birding trip of

Upcoming Meetings

the spring from Westport, WA.
& EVG ntS This is the first of 19 trips scheduled from April through Oc-
tober 2015. For information and to sign up for a trip, please
Compiled by Wayne C. Weber visit the Westport Seabirds webpage at:

The following meetings and other events are those that tak&W-westportseabirds.com .

place in BC and immediately adjacent areas or that pot@flay 6-8: Grays Harbor Shorebird Festival, Aberdeen,
tially include information on birds that occur in BC. Informasya

tion on additional meetings is listed in the bimonthly Orniggr information, contact the festival office at PO Box 470,
thological Newsletter at www.birdmeetings.org and on th@ontesano, WA 98563 (phone 3@89-5048) or check the
BIRDNET website at http://www.nmnh.si.ed®IRDNET/  epsite at http://www.shorebirdfestival.com. (2016 informa-

ornith/birdmeet.html. _ tion is not online yet, but it should be there soon.)
For most meetings, festivals and other events, the website

is the main source of information, and registration can oft&fgy 6-8: Skagit Valley Bird Blitz, Skagit Valley Provin-
be accomplished online as well. Wherever information can p&l Park, BC _ _
obtained through a phone number email address, we have For information angl to register, check the eve_nt wgbsﬂe at
included these as well: if no contact information is listed, ifttP://hopemountain.org/programs/skagélley-bird-blitz-

can be assumed that none was provided by the organizat/day22-24-2015. Inquiries may be made by email at
at least not on the date when this listing was compiled. Itif§fo@hopemountain.org or by phone at &88-1274.

usually not necessary to contact a particular individual, exray 9-15: Wings Over The Rockies Festival (20th an-
cept for scientific meetings when one is interested in makifgal), Invermere, BC

a presentation. Names and contact information for individugtgy information, contact the Pynelogs Cultural Centre, PO

are listed whenever they are available. Box 2633, Invermere, BC VOA 1KO0, phone855-342-2473,
e-mail info@wingsovertherockies.org, or check the website
March 117 13: 14th Annual Wings Over Water Birding at www.wingsovertherockies.org .

Festival, Blaine, WA _ :
For information, phone the Blaine Visitor Information CenteM@y 12-15: BC Nature Annual General Meeting, Comox,

at 1-800-624-3555, send an-mail to dharger@cityofblaine. BC, hosted by Comox Valley Nature. ,
com, or check the website at: For information, check the BC Nature website at http://

www.wingsoverwaterbirdingfestival.com WWW.bcnature.ca/vv-pxontent/upIoads/ZO_lS/ll/AGMomox
-2016:Schedule.pdf or phone Betty Davison at the BC Nature

March 181 20: 19th Annual Othello Sandhill Crane Fes-  office (phone 60€853057; email manager@bcnature.ca .

tival, Othello, WA. To register, visit the Comox Valley Nature website at

For information, check the festival website at www. othellogomoxvalleynaturalist.bc.ca/bratureagm .

andhillcranefestival.org, or contact the Grant County Conser-

vation District at 1107 South Juniper Way, Moses Lake, WMay_ 19-23: Meadowlark Nature Festivgl,_ Penticton, BC.
98837 (phone 509659618). For information, contact the Okanag@milkameen Conser-

vation Alliance, 113437 Martin Street, Penticton, BC V2A
March 197 April 17: Brant Wildlife Festival, Qualicum, 511 (phone 25@192-4422), or check the website at

BC. www.meadowlarkfestival.bc.ca .
For information, phone Robin Rivers ai866-2887878 (in ) , .
Greater Vancouver, 608249771, ext 226), nail rriv- May 19-22: Leavenworth Spring Bird Fest, Leavenworth,

ers@naturetrust.bc.ca, or check the festival website at braWté"_ ) . ) )
festival.bc.ca . For information, email info@leavenworthspringbirdfest.com

or check the festival website at:
April 8110: Harney County Mibratory Bird Festival, www.leavenworthspringbirdfest. com
Burns, OR
Focusing on the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge. For inyjay 27-29: BC Field Ornithologists Annual General
formation, check the festival website at www. migratorybirqmeeting, Cranbrook, BC.
festival.com, send an email to info@migratorybirdfestivaly|| details and registration information are included in this
com, or phone (541) 573636. (With luck, the Malheur oc- newsmagazine General information and will appear on the
cupation will be long over by then!) the BCFO website at http://bcfo.ca/annuahference.
April 157 17: Olympic Birdfest Sequim, WA
For information, check the festival website at http://www.
olympicbirdfest.org, send an email to info@olympicbirdfest.
org, or contact the Dungeness River Audubon Center (phone,
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June 26: Washington Ornithological Society Annual Sept. 1618: 30th Annual Oregon Shorebird Festival,

Conference, Walla Walla, WA. Charleston, OR (near Coos Bay).
No details on the Society website yet, but check the webditeludes a pelagic birding trip as well as shorebird field trips.
at http://www.wos.org closer to the conference date. For information or to register, visit the festival website at

) . www.fws.gov/refuge/Bandon_Marsh/visit/visitor_activities/
June 35: 27th Annual Mount Robson Provincial Park shorebird_festival. html, phone Dawn Harris at (541)-867

Bird Blitz. ; o . o
For information, email Gail Ross at gailross1@telus.net, 3?50 (U.S. Fish & Wwildlife Service office in Newport, OR),

phone Nancy Krueger at 253 7896. or email Dawn at dawn_harris@ fws.gov .

Sept. 2023: 40th Annual Meeting, The Waterbird Soci-
ety, New Bern, North Carolina.

For information and to register, visit the conference website
at www.waterbirds.org/annual_meetidg15 .

June 1719: Manning Park Bird Blitz, Manning Provin-
cial Park, BC

(Based at Loneduck Campground on Lightning Lake). For
information and to register, check the website at http://
hopemountain.org/programs/mannipark-bird-blitz-june19 Sept. 280ct. 2: Western Field Ornithologists Annual
-21-2015. Inquiries may be made byril at inffo@ Meeting, Fortuna, CA (Humboldt County).
hopemountain.org or by phone at 6889-1274. For details, check the WFO webpage at

Aug. 16:20: North American Ornithological Conference, www.westernfieldornithologists.org/conference.php .

Washington, D.C., USA. Oct. 1519: 23rd Annual Conference of The Wildlife Soci-

This is the combined meeting for 2016 of the American Ornety, Raleigh Convention Center, Raleigh, North Carolina.
thol ogistsdéd Union, Cooper 6orfurthér mformatignianddolregiStar, wisitehe gonferaniel s o
Ornithological Society, and Association of Field Ornitholo- website at http://wildlife.org/tw@3rd-annuaiconference.

gists (together with several smaller organizations). The welRegistration opens on May 15th.

site is located at naoc2016.cvent. com/ventsh28d®/event .

_summary9cca? ad2f04418790k08d7f1d28536.aspx. Reg- Oct. 16-20: Raptor Research Foundation Annual Confer-

. . ) JEE ence, Cape May, New Jersey.
istrations will be accepted starting in rfigbruary. For further details, visit the conference website at

Sept. 911: Puget Sound Bird Festival, Edmonds, WA.
For information and to register (starting Aug. 1). check the
festival website at http://www.pugetsoundbirdfest.com, or
contact Sally Lider at the City of Edmonds Parks Dept.
(phone 425771-0227, or email her at sally-
lider@edmondswa.gov ).

www.raptorresearchfoundation.org/conferences/current
conference .

Left: One of the
compensations of
cold-weather
birding in the
north of the
province. Total
species seen may
not be large, but
the quality can
be high. This was
one of 46 Ruffed
Grouse spotted
on the Quesnel
bird count, Janu-
g ary 3, 2016.
L f
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are out chasing birds
. Here, are the rg
YOUﬂg BlrderS cipients for 2016:

Bridget Spencer,
Program nominated by
Melissa Hafting. -
_ 14 year old Bridge :
Young Birders Awards from Vancouver i§ =f .5
passionate about hg
The BCFO is delighted to announcdng more young
and introduce the recipients of ouwomen in birding an
Young Birders Award for 2016. This has actively been pa
program, now in its third year, offersticipating in CBCs fo — : e
free membership to the BCFO until age/ears in the city of Alice Sun
18, and each recipient receives a con¥ancouver. She sub-
memorative plaque that acknowledgesnits to Ebird regularly and actively piver and enjoys taking part in birding
the accolade. The 'flock' for this year igescues birds of all sorts. Bridget ha;/outh field trips especially when situ-
the largest to date, with eight new regot her young sister into birding and Sy in the mountains. Now that he has
cipients! Five are from the Vancouveralways eager to help out young birder§ecemly turned 16, he plans to volun-
area, two from Victoria, and one fromand adults alike at the Birding in British;oq, 4 Orphaned ’WiIdIife Rehabilita-
the Fraser Valley. For the second timeColumbia Forum where she is an active, - Society (OWL) and The Wildlife
we have a pair of sisters who individu-participant. Her knowledge of birds iSpaqce Association.

ally qualified for the award. astonishing and she enjoys travelling _ _
Each of our new Young Birdersaround the world to accumulate her lifeCole Gaerber, nominated by Melissa
have demonstrated remarkable levels dist which is ever growing. Hafting.

skill, passion, and enthusiasm for birdyicinia  Spencer 14 year old Cole from Vancouver is a

ing, and some have already expressQqiissa Haftin nominated bY - walking encyclopedia on rare birds in
an interest in pursuing a career in biraﬁ 9 North America which are his passion.

studies. Skills and interest alone doea2 year old Virginia (Vancouver) Cole enjoys reading everything he can

- : uickly began birding after she sawy, frther his knowledge on birds. He is
not qualify them for our Awar(_j, t_hey how much fun her sister was having. | r to sh ? inform t.' n on
must also have demonstrated significan§iqget has taught her a lot but now o>, cag€r 1o share informafion o

contributions to the birding community.ysirginia is a fine young birder in he;"’birds (both common and rare) with

Most of them reqularlv enter sightings . . . . other children which is inspiring. He
to eBird, many ?ake )r/)hotograpghs agn wn right. She is passionate about bir,|,neers at The Vancouver Aquarium

share them ofine, and some are regu--ore and has rescued many window,q gpecifically takes an interest in

; ; = strike birds near her home and sic . . .
lar contributors to local ofine birding y cks When she turns 16 she plans 5/(\)/ork|ng with the Penguins.
forums. Other volunteer activities in-

S volunteer at The Wildlife Rescue Asso-
clude participation in surveys such a

Tiation. She enjoys looking after the C
, . . ole Gaerber
Christmas Bird Counts and Feedernqqing Bam Swallows and Owis in her, i

yvatch, assisting_ at banding_stations aNfarn and takes part in Project Nest
involvement with local field trips. \yi5ich.
When not in school, these youngsters

lan Harland, nomi-

nated by Melissa Haft-
ing

16 year old lan from
North Vancouver enjoys
volunteering at Grouse
Mount ai nds
gram where he specifi-
cally works with Barn

and Snowy Owls.Hs

work with these owls
has sparked a major
interest in conservation
and wetland habitat res-
toration. lan is an avid

Bridget Spencer
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Jamie Gadsden, nominated by Len pursue her love
Jellicoe. birding. Alice volun-
12 year old Jamie from Chilliwack ac-teers with the Stanle
tively contributes to the Fraser ValleyPark monthly bird
Birding Forum as a moderator where heount and the bir
has written an article on leucism andanding program &
Colony Farm with thq

Jamie Gadsden Vancouver Avia

Research Centre.
ice participates i
stewardship  even
with Evergreen an
has recently beg
participating in thd r
Vancouver Window Liam Singh
Collision Project with

Bird Studies Canada. Alice plans tohard, bird hard, and we hope and expect
pursue her love of Birding in University to hear more from you in the years
with an Environmental Science degreeahead.

When she is not birding she is a com-

petitive swimmer.

Liam Singh, nominated by Anne My Favourite Field Trip
Nightingale

13 year old Liam from Victoria has |an Harland, North Vancouver, Age 15
been birding for three years and is th -
ACensus Scribebd f}or far there, haye beep éhreeplarglqgt
Bird Observatorybo |eldstrpsﬁ_lnh8v ?na)ye%t eﬂqélhtge.y H
leads Sunday walks at The Swan Lak@II had t Ings that made them great but
Nature Sanctuary. In his"2year of my fa\{our_lte was the - Blackcomb
Yolunteer work he has accumulatedountain field trip. Even though we

over 200 hours at dlgplggnggjgse%lrg hg iPtgrgrigag {t 5
was great because of the scertery, ani-
6na|s and everyone there.
To begin, the weather was amazing
e day we went which allowed us to
see some things that we may not have
been able to see if there were clouds.
Hafting. Leo Donnecke, nominated by Anne The days leading up to the excursion |
17-yearold Alice from West Vancou- Nightingale o was constantly checking the weather.
ver is a passionate bird photographerl..‘I’y.e"’ucomI Leo from Victoria loves Every day it would change a bit but it
She has used her love of bird photogr birding with his dad who is an activewas nice the day of the trip which was
?pirder as well. He enjoys pelagics andyreat. The weather allowed us to see

hy to enhance her birding skills an _ X
Py d Is an excellent spotter. He has-led things that we may not have seen, like

albinism. He is always eager to help ou
anyone who posts with identification. . .
qugstions. Hep submits to eBird anaIlon in Pedder Bay. Liam al_so donate
loves to bird with his dad especially inproceeds_ from the sale Of. his photos t

. . RPBO. Liam helps out with the youth
such events as the Christmas Bird d : h d has b
Count education program there and has beg
’ training to be a licensed bird bander.

Alice Sun, nominated by Melissa

bird walks at the Rocky the stunning surrounding mountains or
Point Bird Observatory the hundreds of Rosy Finches fairly far
and has volunteered ataway from us. My family only ever
the Pedder Bay Banding does local hikes so it was absolutely
station for many years. incredible seeing these mountains and
When Leo is not birding glaciers for the first time. It was actu-
he is busy enjoying his ally the first time | had hiked above the
other hobby: competitive tree line that day. Just being able to see
rowing. mountains and no trees at the same
level as me was interesting. To sum up,
To our eight new Young the incredible weather allowed me to
Birders: congratulations see amazing things | would have been
and a hearty welcome ynable to see.
into the BCFO! Study On this trip, even though there were

Leo Donnecke
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not as many species as our other tripsouver) and showed us her secret beare started to take as many record shots
the animals we saw were exciting. Thespot on the way to Whistler. These stoas possible. Through our cameras, bin-
ries are always oculars and scopes, we could easily see
fascinating to the distinctive orange and black facial
hear. Being sur- pattern. After a few moments the bird
rounded with dipped into the bushes and was gone
people who again. We then started to look at our
i share the same photos to make sure we had something
interest as me that was recognizable.

when it comes After that sighting a couple of peo-
to birds and ple left but most stayed in the hopes of
other animals is another sighting.

amazing. With- After about an hour and a half, the
out Melissa | Siberian Accentor was spotted again in
definitely would a flock of juncos and other sparrows. At

e e have never met first it was on the roof of the house,
lan Harland these incredible before it flew down to the bush. While

people. So everyone rushed to the other side of the
first animals we saw were the hundredghanks. house, people lost sight of the bird.

of rosy finches above us while we were In conclusion, all of the trips wereWi t h everyoneods eye.

on the gondola. This was the first goodun but our trip to Blackcomb was a bitbushes it was soon spotted again. It

thing | had spotted for the group in allbetter. | loved the mountains, trees (anthen flew to the ground and was feeding

of the excursions we had been on so ito trees) that we saw on our adventureith a flock of Darkeyed Juncos,

was exciting for me. Also rosy finchesas well as the various animals we saw.White-crowned Sparrows and Golden

were my first lifer of the day. Justafewc and6t wai t f or t herowned ) Sparraws. iMost aeomle got ¢

minutes later, Elsa found a Hoary Mar-wait to find out when it will be! great looks and photographs this time.

mot which was also a lifer for me. This It then flew into the blueberry fields

marmot let us get very close to him

which was great. About a half hour : : : .

later, while we were feeding the Whis- TWItChII"Ig The Siberian

key Jacks (second favourite part of the Accentor

trip) Elsa spotted a Pygm®@wl

(favourite part of the trip). Even though Virginia Spencer, Vancouver, age 12

| had already seen three PygiOwls

before they are so entertaining. It wasWhen my sister Bridget and | heard

amazing how close he got to us. The¢here was a Siberian Accentbrwhich

animals at Blackcomb were my favouris an ABA code 4 bird within one

ite out of all of the trips. hour of our house, we really wanted t0¥
Finally, the thing that made all of go! =

these outings so much better were the Our good friend Melissa, who we §

Virginia Spencer

everyone else knows about birds angve would like to go with her on Janu—
other things. For example in the cairy 9th to try and find the accentor. Of
Cole was talking about rare birds thatourse our answer was an enthusiasti
had been spotted in different countrieyes! Cole Gaerber, another youth
and penguins that came to British Cobirder, came with us as well. We were
lumbia, while Liron was on playing hoping to see the bird but knew it
bird calls that | almost never knewwould be hard to find, as it was only|
while everyone else was guessingbeing reported every couple of day St
Also, many people knew specific placesith no great views. and we did not see it again. After that,
that were good for things. Alice knew When we arrived at the blueberryBridget, Mel, Cole and | decided to
about a place called Porto Cove whiclarm in Surrey there was a long line ofleave to look for some other target birds
is apparently great for astrophotographgars and a large group of birders wittrand get a celebratory donut and hot
which | will go to because of a meteorscopes, cameras and binoculars. chocolate at Tim Hortons. Thank you
shower. Melissa knew about where to Within five minutes the accentor so much, Mel, for taking us! It was a
find elk in Squamish (I didn't evenwas spotted. People helped us spot it ifun and rewarding day, although cold.
know you could find them near Van-the blackberry bushes and from there
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highly effective, as the group saw,f A Northern PygmyOwl perched
More YB Trip Notes among many other things, all three Jae- just six metres away

_ _ ger species and some Red Phalaropas. gight Shareshinned Hawks
In September fifteen young birdersyelissa said she was blown away b?f J FB
went on a mini pelagic trip from Victo- the sheer appreciation of the birdgl Four Clark's Nutcrackers

ria to Race Rocks on the "Fantaseashown by the kids. 1 Fifty Gray Jays, taking food from

boat which Melissa Hafting hgd char-  Another of their activites was an t he ki dés heads anoc
tered. Guy Monty spotted birds andoctober visit to Blackcomb Lake. This

brought chum, which must have beefpne would have challenged SOME\ny children interested in participating in

BCFO stalwarts, as it involved an 11.Sytyre field trips should email Melissa
km hike. Highlights included: Hafting atbcbirdergirl@gmail.com

1 450 Graycrowned RosyFinches,
including both the coastal and inte-
rior races

Victoria, took these photdsTundra
Swan and Northern Pintail at the
Esquimalt Lagoon in November 2015.

One of the best things a new birder can do is sketch the birds spditrdt helps
when youbve a | ot of talent. Below i
Spencer from Vancouver, aged 14.
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Trip Report

Birding Argentina
Lee Harding

The Andes
Jeff and | followed a narrow road up
and up, switckback after switctback,
until the car overheated. We coastec
into a wide turnout by a deep gully. My
GPS said we were at 3700 metres
(12,200 feet) elevation. The Andes
Mountains were dry as bone, but beau
tiful, the eroded arroyos brilliant with
white and red strata.

Immediately a shadow passed ove
the car and we both swung our binocu
|l ar s: AMountain C
unison. The eaghkike predator/
scavenger came by a second time, loo
ing us over carefully as we scramblec
for cameras and snapped shutters.
wondered: maybe they forage on tour
ists whose cars break down?

We peered down into the canyon.
AFox! o | yell ed a
camer as. AfHey, 0 s
those birds by the yellow flowers?
Hummi ngbirds, o he
hesitantly, astonished at their size.

AGi ant Hummi nghbi
knew them from past expeditions in
Chile; they were a new species for Jeff
Giant Hummingbirds are so big that
their wings donot
mers: they flap.

While the car cooled, we grabbed
our 6scopes and
There were birds everywhere and mos
were lifers. My brother, Jeff, has birded
Peru, where we went together ten years

ago, and extensively in Colombia, EC'down. the border with Brazil, back southwest

:ﬁgogu?vderBé?‘Zi:é Ibﬂ? ?higlc\j/:g (')T,rﬁi?gu Birding Argentina is like birc_ling to the Ibera wetlands, west across the
time in Argentina.’ t\Nestern Canada, except that_ it _haslr_y Chaco shrub Ian(_j to isolated moun-
Walking up the gully, in a few min- more _than double the avian diversitytain ranges covered in cloud forest, into
utes we saw about 30 ]ife birds: Blac The size of BC, Yu_kon, AIberta_l andthe dry Andes, then south across the
Siskins, groundyrants, spinetails Ca_kSaskatchewar_l combln_ed, Argentina haB_ampas grasslands to the cqld P_atago-
nastero,s earthcreepérs sieﬁmhes over 1,000 bird species. In 30 daysnia coast, ar_1d back to the capital city.
and yeIIéwfinches. Birdir’19 in Argen- driving 8,000 km, we saw more than a Since this short article can not do
tina is like this: at any random stop Wethlrd of them, 368 species. Our routqustice to such a vast and biodiverse
' ' . took us from the midhtlantic coast at place like Argentina, here are a few

were treated to magnificent sceni uenos Aires, north up the Parana andignettes:
splendour and so many birds that w% o p 9 '
ruguay Rivers to lquazu waterfall on

got finger cramps from writing them all

Page23



BC Birding

March 2016 Edition 26 (1

Iguazu Falls abundance, but the highlights for

Broader and higher than Niagara Fallswer e t he dAbi g gam tl ud
Iguazu is surrounded by Atlantic For-all three subfamiles of the Cracidal
est, a world hotspot of biodiversity. It(guans, curasows and chachalaca
has tropical jungle species like toucangurkeysized birds endemic to Sout
trogons, parrots, macaws and an imAmerica that have no other relatives.
mense variety of colourful tanagers. The Pampas
Iber4 Wetlands Jeff and | though A mi n
Iberd is the seconrldrgest freshwater gos because the overheating car ma
wetland in the world after the Pantanalis turn back before reaching the hig
in Brazil. We saw immense flocks of Altiplano where they summer in salj
waterbirds, including Roseate Spoontakes. But driving through the pampaiss
bills and three kinds of storks. Thereen route to Patagonia, we saw lake aff§
were marskyrants, spinetails, giant lake with flaming® and other waders,
shorebirds and waterfowl galore. In laf
Redtailed Comet. October they had not yet left their win
ter range.
Running from the Atlantic to
the Andes, the Pampas gras
lands with its great cattle
ranches and the gauchos w
tend them are central to Arge ‘
tinabs identit ts
geography. There are birds he
aplenty. Numerous wetlands
host waterfowl, while winding Surucua Trogon
rivers and copses of trees and '
harbor riparian and woodland
blr‘?ﬁ.ere were beautiful and ducks bob in the waves and penguins
surprising birds on the pampaswaddle around. There were flocks of
' N burrowing parrots with their bright yel-
too: hummingbirds, parrots, andIOW bellies and rumps
the unique seriemas, two spe- '
cies of longlegged, knediigh | f anyone is interes

bird on the planet.
Some night work with good
lights and calplayback gear

nightjar sightings.

Patagonia

. L provinces in
wood-rails, kingfishers. We saw . e of South Am

screamers, a giant bird like a cross bef- . .

or birders. Lesser Rheas were there i

tween a goose and a turkey. Greater

; oa

Rheas ran around in flocks, while

tinamous flushed from underfoot. And

hunting these were the predators

hawks, caracaras, harriers, kites an
falcons.

The Chaco

meagre rivers, waterfowl. But the

aldes Peninsula, we watched gian
petrels soar by at eye level, terns an
gulls trade back and forth, steame

produces some great owl and

Patagonia, comprising several

bundance, along with myriad specieq
of shrubland species and, along thg

oastal birds are the big draw. On thq

predators unrelated to any othehappy to give contacts for accommoda-

tions.

Club Reporting
Technique

For an interesting technique for clpb
reports, taking advantage of new topls

talhitable, Be the! dxdhIE Bf the fol-
PIdwinG & repott By a fenfoé? Br thé P O

P Prince George Naturalists Cub.

www.flickr.com/photos/bubba5§
sets/72157663764384171

&
r

The Chaco is dry shrubland. Inauspi
cious it might seem at first, but it is
filled with birds. Antshrikes, parrots,
parakeets and other birds there were

More photos from this trip can be found at:

https://picasaweb.google.com/113664418404513429838/
AgrentinaBirds?feat=directlink
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ascend to considerably greater heights$ettlements, but in the crowded country-
Bl’lefl n 1 and that is where virtually all structuralside of Europe low flying military air-
g impediments are located. Bird colli-craft are everywhere. This writer has
sions with buildingsi almost always stood on a Scottish peak and watched
. with windows that reflect a false im- military jets fly by below the peaks
Contested Airspace pression of continuing space or lit through passes likely to be frequented
We are familiar with the conflicts that structures'!' .kiII miIIipns qf birds annu- by hunting raptor.s. .
arise between wildlife and human SOCi_aIIy. CoII|S|0n§ with aircraft mqstly The most serious problems arise on
ety on the groun dqccur_(plﬁqlgrghpgt of ttake_olff;.oﬂ‘gatfslsaton}ajgr migration routes; on t_he coastal
major issue affecting the survival (Orsay, in the |m_med|ate_ vicinity of air- and _mldcontlne_nt flyways in Nor_th
not) of most wildlife. But we think a lot ports. Accordingly, airports _employ_ America and _AS|a, and on the Medlter_-
less about conflict in the atmospheremore or Ie_ss e'Iaborgte strategies to disanean crossing routes in Europe. It is
Yet humans increasingly occupy air-courage blrds_ln their vicinity mclud- §uggeste_d (see the reference) :that
space with buildings, power lines, an ng, in some instances, shooting therw aer i al reserveso
antennae, and we increasingly popula?gu'[ there are dangers near the grounchl p_Iaces alo_ng routes heavily trave_lled
the atmosphere with aircraft, inCIudingaway from airports. Drones are con-y birds but it is difficult to see, with

the pervasiveness of human

settlement, how this could be
very successful. Think, for
example, of the Vancouver
airport, located on the seaward
end of Fraser delta, also the
site of Canada
tant IBA (Important Bird
Area, an international designa-
tion), and a reserve in the
Western Hemisphere Shore-
bird Reserve Network.

For some hazards, more

possible: windows can be
made visible by the applica-
tion of suitable markings (but

building codes do not mandate
such); radar is beginning to be
used to detect birds in the vi-
cinity of wind turbines; light-

ing can be reduced to essential
minima and selected to dis-
courage collision; cables can
be buried. Such specific engi-
neered fixes are more likely to

be socially acceptable than
general restriction of airspace with the

Photo by Mark Habdas.

exception of the neaground atmos-

traine ear d (ta avojdohere above wildlife reserves, generally

now drones al so SUg [jtlogy .éhglrrér( XY . : .

aerial vehicles, or UAVs) V(Ve also poI_mter ering wnﬁ] aircraft: |r?+tana§a thelocated in relatively isolated places. The

lute the atmosphere with industrial ancfevation limit is 120 m) where theyintrusion of humans into the atmos-
: . L i i here remains a serious problem for all

domestic exhausts and project light intd"2Y POS€ a partmglar_ thre_at to plrdsp . .

the atmosphere from r?]yrjiad s%urcesndeed’ larger territorial birds might forms of airborne biota.

For flying animals, obviously birds, but aptually aftack a drone,_ .W'th ml.Jtua”yReference

also bats, insects and microbiota (algaé]l's‘.‘"".Strous re;ults. Military ) aircraft Lambertucci, S.A., Shepard, E.L.C. and
bacteria) these all present serious risl{éammg to avpld radar detection '€9U\yilso, R.P. 2015. Humawildlife con-

of collision or disturbance. arly fly at high speed close to thefIicts in a crowded airspaceScience

Most aerial animals operate withind7ound. We do not see much of this3sg. 5oa504,

1 f th h hi ractice in North America, where there
bﬁgsm:;fﬁoon;ji;fr:ggng“gr;’#tg mi:g‘l% abundant practice space away fronsummary and comments by M. Church.
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checklist. Holy Grail.

A . The summer of 2015 brought a
Vlan whole new series of sightings. The first
was at Windfall Lake on July 11th. The

Encou nte IS bird seemed to insist on showing us all

Northern Parula at

aspects of its flight and perching behav- Vaseux Lake
iour over a fifteerminute period. Then
o : on August 7th on Mt Babcock, there Jim Ginns
Prairie Falcons in the was a crippling view: a magnificent

On the morning of November 5, 2015

Northern Rockies Prairie Falcon crested a ridge immediy", ' 12 Leslie and |

ately ahead, the dark axillaries seemy . < o U x Olna kW ybet we e n

Charles Helm, Jack Carrigan, Carina ingly almost within touching distance.OI i ver and OKAR&gan
Helm Not long after, on August 20th, one was 132'52") when we spot'ted a bird for-

seen in the distance on the Westergging among the leafless Water Birch,

The first time we saw a Prairie FalconI K of Mt Spiek
in the mountains above Tumbler Ring ank o PIEKET. Redosier Dogwood and Alder at the
anoeginning of the boardwalk. The bird

it was a lifer for all three of us. We W':(;?;:I{’algg Oiegtf%rggs(;”ég!nba{?k
were descending through a dlifified : ING NP \vas active so it took several minutes to

bowl on August 2nd 2014, after a sucJcor the Tumbler Ridge Museum, a fal- et good enough looks to identify it as a

cessful first entry of a cave opening weon was seen and discussed in th ale Northern Parula. After 15 minutes
of enjoying the rarity we continued

had noted from below. Suddenly a rapmorning. We concluded that the sight

tor was flying at great speed around th&'9 had not been good enough for arélong the boardwalk to the blind. In a
cliffs, and we knew enough about Ouraccurate_ID. The same afternoon, hOerw minutes Paul Graham with his

falcons to recognize the dark axillaries V" while some members were eMeT % amera joined us. We hustled him back
(Adark armpitso o r'nY r”{ra A lI““CW ?f.‘ ep fh Y sSWeto theh Ratula and in short order he had
unmistakably identified this species.gree ed by a commotion™at the cay hotographs showing the critical fea-
There was just enough time to haul ouanUth' The_ falcpn_ ha_d appgared a0y res needed to identify the bird.

a camera and take a slightly eaft c_omplete with distinctive axilla-
focus picture with the cliffs of Mt Crum nesS._ iahti h
in the background, but it was good f x sightings 9\/5” gcour
enough for ID purposes, and we poste8 tWo summers: based on g

it to ncenbird, t ﬁ)@en?g%gﬁ?fﬁ%;?aﬁttwg
list sons, Prairie’ Falcons are
We did a quick literature search andaptor most I|'ker to be found
realized that a Prairie Falcon sightin pur _mountams, foIIowe_d
so far north was a rare phenomeno erlln and Northern Harrier. |
indeedi there were just a couple of>P"'NY and fall that _changes,l
such records. We asked the experts jﬁ]ouésﬁa asErap;[or tm Lgranons
ncenbird if the species could mayb y 150Iden Eagies take over. k
have been overlooked in the northern It seems to us t_hat based
Rockies. Perhaps an absence of birdeltgeSe sightings, it is _rea.sona
(rather than an absence of falcons) i O repose the question: coul

this remote habitat had been responsibI :r?tie rgntporre:ﬁ;\@’ be?e?wsg\;er-
for the absence of records. fy rap

The response was cautious: the Pra‘l90ked in the past, and could they in

. e act be breeding on the cliffs of these
g% Fﬂfsgrtgreaegj OST;SCILIgtSC r:r;w\i,;)rl:thz:%pectacuIar mountain bowls? The ab- The Northern Parula is uncommon

might conceivably venture north afterS€Nce of records from late spring andh British Columbia. There are only 15
the breeding season to our mountainse.arly summer may have a qumper oficcepted reports for the Province. Three
We accepted this opinion and added fauses, but the most compelling is thaef the 15 are from the Interior
as an accidental summer species to tue wait for_ the snow to m_eIt before yve(LEdkgewood C(Sok?thCOf Il(\lakuzp?, I(Loon
Tumbler Ridge bird checklist. go searching for fossils in the alplnepa e (n'ezilrP a|1<c gl. reek), and Inkaneep
A short time later, on August 17th cirques. S _rrovincial Fark, DIVer. .
2014, on a trip to the eastern reaches %f For us the Splendld sight of a Prairie _The status of_ the Northern Parula in
Monkman Provincial Park at Lower alcon has rapl_dly beco_me a_symbol Osrltlsh Columblq was recgntly re-
Blue Lake, we encountered anotheﬁ.ur _Tumbler Ridge alpine wﬂdemess.yl_ewed by Toochln_an_d Ceplle (http://
Prairie Falcon. We dutifully elevated inding a nest on one of the suitablébis.geog.ubc.ca/biodiversity/efauna/

the species to casual status on th%“ffs has become our ornlthologlcalgop(zjlljc)ments/Northern_ParuIaT—DC—

Rlorthern Parula at Vaseux Lake, photographed
by Paul Graham.
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calmly reaching up and grasping the
Siberian Accentor Sighting Memorable Avian Moment  bird. This was not a hummer, but an
#5 agitated male Oregon Junco which

The Vancouver Sun on January 22 wouldn't let me near it, not even to

2016 ran the following story: Hmmm, wonder why the hospital isreach it with the fishing net.

) phoning? Probably want to speak to my Hoping it would help, | turned the
Birders flock to Surrey wife, one of the lab techs. No, the callights off. No help as all the light from
farmland for rare Asian was for me. the hallway and nursing station kept the

bird fiHow can we get reom fiflyrbdght.oThough bhadn't ne-e

hospital?" the other lab tech asked. "It'§iced them, | believe someone called in

Birders from around the continent ardlying around the atrium over the nurs-that drawing the curtains might help.
taking flight to a patch of south Surreyi N9 st ation. o After doing so, the junco only had the
farmland to see a striking little bird that Becoming known as one of the verywindow of the door to go to for light.

belongs in Asi&d the Siberian Accen- knowledgeable (actually highly over-Twice when | attempted to approach
tor. rated) birders in a fairly small commu-him at the window, he flew further back

AThis particul ar hithcanrepultingome interesting SHIEVA tipe};oom: Success happened when
accessible area, o li®e Jhis%k@ingcq windeyvgd atrigm'éaé qn’a chair right in front of the door
dent of BC Field Ornithologists, said inthat might be at least six metres (20 ftpnd calmly waited for him to come to

an interview Friday. high and, of course, the windows won'the window to perch on the edge, then

iPeopl e can eas iQqPgn. Nptexpecting success | grapbesipwdy reached up to catch him with my

what theydve been atsbngmnefang dustiapesthen drev§3@d. Release outside occurred after the

people from Massachusetts, CaliforniaPruning saw. This is not going to work, ~ Thinking back on the teminute

Florida, Minnesot dkngwitIknowit event, if the bird had stayed up in the
There are only six or seven recorded What a relief when | arrived at theatriu_m, perhaps playi_ng some junco

sightings of the wayward bird in BC, hospital. No the bird hadn't escaped, biaudio might have enticed it to come

Clulow noted. Normally it is found in it had flown down into a small meetingdown to follow me out the doors like

Southeast Asia and breeds across SibE2om and one of the nurses closed théhe Pied Piper.

ria. door. So, this should be a piece of cake Dennis Leonard
Clulow first spotted the Siberian@s on two occasions I'd captured hum-

accentor with fellow birder Mandy Lu Mingbirds at a school by slowly and

on Jan. 3 during the annual Christmas
Bird Count, an event that forces birdersWhite-winged Crossbills have been relatively abundant around Prince George this

to look in unusual and lesssited areas Wwinteri 336 were spotted during the Christmas Bird Cdubut it has been in

to help pump up their counts. some ways a mixed blessing. They just
They were in an agricultural areaons peci es appear on the road ahead, it:¢

160th Street when he noticed smaldonot f 1y away iwi ntgisme ,t hbautd sf are aWHh iyt e

birds flying in eyespeeleédber CHK fi el d. fi l

turned around and saw this bird for

split second perched in a blueberr

shrub, 0 he recal | ¢
it dropped down
find it. It was a

fore 8 sparrowsized but with a strik-
ing head pattern (featuring dark and ru
stripes). o

That evening at home he pulled ou
a reference book, Rare Birds of Nortl
America, and there on the cover was
photograph of the Siberian accento
AThat és it. That 1

He returned three days later an
after four hours had a good sighting g = .
the bird, snapped a few photos to con y
firm identification and posted it on the )
I nternet . f j us

|t
he said. iltods a I

CNK
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glaciers and grasslands. S

cies that were isolated
these two refugia develop{
differences over time. As t
glaciers melted, expandi
forests from the western afg
eastern refugia met in plagis

Location
Review

: like Tumbler Ridge, an
Why E"erY _Blrder May along with the forests can
Want to Visit Tumbler birds. Sometimes th
Ridge changes that had develoq

were sufficient to create di _
tinct species, in other cag
. just different subspeciel |
In 2014 Tumbler Rldge became thqzxamp|es of the resulti

centre of the second Global Geopark iRastwest species pairs who|
North America, and the first in the gistributions now just ove

Charles Helm

i o

west. There are currently 120 Global ap i ncl ude g o e R
Geoparks worldwide, and in 2015pler and Blackthroated arina Helm with 2015 Tyrannosaur track
Global Geoparks became a formalgreen Warbler, MacGil- discovery.

UNESCO program, in parallel with | j v r a ybds War bt—e amd— Moo=

UNESCO World Heritage Sites and jng warbler (and Connecticut Warbler)Tumbler Ridge. The two species may
UNESCOBiosphere Reserves. Tumbleland t he Audubonés lodkn sthnild¥! it theyehave @istingtve O f
Ridgedos distincti evYelRvrihipddWarblér.9i ¢ al gofihk $ad they were discovered sing-
tory and attractions played a role in A number of other target easterming close to each other near the Quality
achieving this distinction of becomingCanadian species can be found witiFalls hiking trail. UBC researchers led

Canada 0 INESGDite.s t some effort around Tumbler Ridge, buthe study, showing that the songs are as

How does this translate into what ahe prime example of an easest pair distinct in this overlap zone as they are
visiting birder can expect to find inis provided by the Pacific Wren andin populations far away. Mistetting
Tumbler Ridge? To appreciate the imywinter Wren, and the story of the split-and mitochondrial DNA analysis were
plications of this question, a new bird-ting of the Winter Wren based on re-conducted, and the results showed that
ing mindset is required, one that goegearch done a few kilometres fromihese two species separated from each

beyond the usud@it Wh at cool birds can

I expectandioVhae e a0 eondohtife Mt. Roman avian track
pathways.

best bi r dinto the perape s ? 0
unfamiliar territory of avian evolution
and palae@rnithology. Just as our
usual threadimensional spatial environ-
ment becomes more meaningful whe
the fourth dimension of time is added
into the conhicre@d, ¢
addition of time (deep time) creates a
extra dimension to ornithology in Tum-
bler Ridge. The result is a birding ex
perience unlike any other in North
America, one that arguably should bg
on the bucket list of every BC birder.
The journey back in birding time
begins with a relatively small hop to the
Pleistocene: understanding the Ice Age
is key to an
meets west i n
phenomenon. During these glaciations
which occurred in cycles over the las
two million years, most of Canada wa
covered by ice. Forests survived in twg
widely separated refugial areas in Nort
America, between which were hugsd
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other 23 million years ago (Toews &
Irwin, 2008). As a result in 2010 the
American Ornithologists' Union offi-
cially recognized two distinct species in
North America: the Pacific Wren
(Troglodytes pacificgsand the Winter
Wren (Troglodytes hiemal)s both now
distinct from the Eurasian Wren
(Troglodytes troglodytgs Interpretive
sighage at the Quality Falls trailhead
celebrates and interprets this research.
We then need to take a big flight
back in time, to the Late Cretaceous
Period, about 95 million years ago. Un-
derstanding how birds evolved allows
for an enhanced appreciation of the di-
nosaur footprint tours offered by the
Jumbler Ridge Museum Foundation
R tduring the summer months.
consensus is that modern birds
evolved from theropod dinosaurs, and
that this split occurred sometime in the
Early Cretaceous. A group within the
theropods, thé&araves(which includes
dromaeosaurids or
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Park fame), evolved into modern birds.
Birds are our moderday theropod di-
nosaurs.
The tours to Cabin Pool (4km re-
turn) and Wolverine River (1km return)
lead to very different types of Creta-
ceous theropod tracks. Those at Cabin
Pool are deep, having been made in soft
mud, and show unusual dewclaw im-
pressions, while those at Wolverine
River are shallow, having been made in
a firm substrate, and show exquisite
skin impressions. The latter are best
appreciated by low angled light,
through nocturnal lantern tours
(ATumbl er Ridge nightlifeodo). These are
therefore not the tracks of ancestors of
birds, but of close cousins: they would
have shared a common ancestor. (While
on the subject of common ancestor, an
even more distant one can be imagined
by examining the remarkable replica in
the Dinosaur Discovery Gallery of
some of the finest crocodilian track-
ways ever foundi these Cretaceous
tracks were discovered in one of the Fossil bird trackway on 2000 book cover.
Tumbler Ridge coal mines in 2015).
Theropods perhaps reached their
acme with the emergence of their mosaccessible, but replicas are on exhibit ifiossil bird track or trackway specimens,
notorious representatives, the tyrannothe Dinosaur Discovery Gallery, and aall of which have been recovered or
saurs. As it happens, Tumbler Ridge isyrannosaur footprint discovered in thecasted, and which are now being stud-
home to nine of t faleof 2055risl ddedts be kecoveved andeg in the Peace Region Palaeontology
rannosaur tracks, including the onlyexhibited in the summer of 2016. Research Centre (PRPRC) in Tumbler
trackwaysi these three parallel track- The rock exposures near TumbleRidge. Bird tracks are relatively rare in
ways provide evidence of tyrannosauRidge have vyielded numerous othethe fossil record, and these four speci-
herding behaviour (McCreaet al, dinosaur trackways. Exploring for moremens, from four different ages of rock,
2014). The fragile site is not currentlyof these has led to the discovery of fouprovide for one of the most varied col-

lections of such tracks in the world. As
we are moving back in time, they are
presented here in increasing order of
age.

A block containing 100 million year
old theropod tracks was reported to the
museum by a visiting science student
near the Boulder Gardens hiking and
climbing area. It was lichen encrusted.
After being flown out of the area by
helicopter, special treatment techniques
were explored by the PRPRC palaeon-
tologists. This led to a published re-
search article (Buckley & McCrea,
2009), and also exposed numerous
small bird tracks. The research papers
that followed described these idiosyn-
cratic footprints as belonging to a new
ichnogenus and specidzaxavipes bab-
cockensigMcCreaet al, 2015) These

Wolverine River theropod track.
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