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£0ITO�' N OTES � N OTIONS 

The re are two ways of conside ring our BCFO 
me mbe rship. Eithe r our me mbe rs are not ve ry 
obse rv ant (like the e ditors) or they are ve ry 
conside rate of the e ditors. We did not ge t one 
note or le tte r to pull us up short for ge tting 
some AGM date s wrong! Sorry pe ople - me a culpa X2. 

On to othe r things - me mbe rs and dire ctors 
rallie d round for us. Sudde nly , at the 1 1th hour, 
we had mate rial for anothe r full issue . Thank you! 

This is the last issue which will re ach you 
be fore the 12th AGM in Williams Lake so be ce rtain 
to re ad the notice s on the AGM, e xte nsion trip, 
morning bird trips, and the re gistration inse rts. 
It sh ould be anothe r gre at ge t-toge the r for BCFO 
birde rs from around our province and both y our 
dire ctors and seve ral v olunte e rs have bee n  working 
hard to ge t eve rything re ady for y our e njoy me nt. 

In this issue we have Dire ctor's Re ports 
from Bry an and Gle n, re gular columns from Martin 
and Ke n, article s from Bruce , C hris, Guy , Je re my , 
P rue , and Tony plus swan and e agle survey re sults 
from Rick. Remembe r  to che ck out the information 
on how to obtain a free issue of The Wandering 

Tattler and ple ase re ad through the information on 
a gre at pair of binoculars and on some BC birding 
eve nts. Also che ck for coloure d inse rts! 

Bry an is proposing anothe r pe lagic trip for 
this Se pte mbe r and ·has provide d us with some 
spe cifics. It is a gre at opportunity to add some 
of those pe lagic birds (and a fe w ce tace ans) that 
see m  to e lude many birde r's BC che cklists. 

At this ye ar's AGM seve ral dire ctors will be 
re aching the e nd of the ir te rms of office . Ple ase 
conside r v oluntee ring for a position on the Board. 

P le ase re me mbe r that at the 11th AGM y our 
e ditors re porte d they would like to ste p down as 
e ditors of this ne wsle tte r. We sugge ste d that our 
last issue as e ditors would be the June 2002 
issue . We will have bee n  e ditors for te n ye ars 
whe n that issue goe s to pre ss and we fee l  that it 
may be time for some ne w blood, and possibly some 
ne w dire ction. Sudde nly ,  the ne xt sche dule d is sue 
is that June 2002 issue ! We have not bee n  trample d 
by a stampe de of me mbe rs offe ring to carry on the 
e ditorship. In fact we have not had a single 
offe r! Sure ly the re must be at le ast a couple of 
'wanna be ' e ditors out the re . Do not be shy - the 

Board and the me mbe rs are a gre at bunch of pe ople . 
For te n ye ars (40 issue s) we have bee n  able to 
provide a ne wsle tte r with a minimum of 20 page s 
pe r issue, four ti me s  a ye ar. We do not write the 
mate rial. We just incorporate y our mate rial, with 
a little judicious e diting and a fe w se le ct 
cusse s, into the issue y ou re ce ive e ach quarte r. 

C onside r it! 
C hee rs, Andy and M arilyn Buhle r 
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Whe n  was the last ti me y ou bi rd-watche d? Whe n  was 
the last ti me y ou re ally watched bi rds? 

Too ofte n, i t  see ms, we spe nd our ti me si mply 
i de nti fyi ng a bi rd. We look for di agnosti c morphologi cal 
fe ature s, li ste n for sounds that are uni que to a spe cie s, 
make a me ntal note , and move on to the ne xt. Some pe ople 
kee p  a si mple li st of spe cie s; othe rs tally all 
i ndi vi duals. But orni thology i s  the branch of zoology 

dealing with the study of birds. It i s  broade r than si mple 
i de nti fi cati on. We as amate ur and profe ssi onal 
orni thologi sts should be spe ndi ng more ti me wi th i n-de pth 
bi rd obse rv ati ons. We should be looki ng for si gns of 
te rri tori ali ty , watchi ng the i ntri caci e s  of courtshi p, 
i de nti fyi ng foragi ng me thods and food pre fe re nce s, noti ng 
habi tat se le cti on, and through bi rd be havi our 
conte mplati ng how ev oluti on has re sulte d i n  the 
magni fi ce nt dive rsi ty of bi rds that we e njoy today . 

We should also be kee pi ng note s about what we 
obse rve . The re i s  gre at sati sfacti on i n  looki ng back ove r  fie ld note s gathe re d 20 or 40 
ye ars e arlie r, whe n we we re all true amate urs. The mi stake s we made are usually obvi ous, 
but at le ast the le arni ng proce ss was at work, and we can be smug about the fact that we 
now make fe we r mi stake s. It i s  thi s casual colle cti on of facts that le ads to a be tte r and 
more sati sfyi ng unde rstandi ng of our spe ci alty . 

I re call many ye ars ago colle cti ng a se ri e s  of Surf Scote rs for the the n  Bri ti sh 
Columbi a Provi nci al Muse um. They we re divi ng i n  re lative ly dee p  wate r ne ar the e ntrance to 
Bute Inle t. I was surpri se d to fi nd that e ach was full to the throat wi th musse ls - bi g 
musse ls, she lls i ntact. A rough me al, I thought. The n just last wee k  I was watchi ng a 
group of Common Golde neye s through the scope as they fe d i n  shallow wate rs ne ar the mouth 
of the Oy ste r Ri ve r. A bri ght, alte rnate plumage d male rose to the surface wi th a full­
si ze d li ttle ne ck clam i n  i ts bi ll. The bi rd mouthe d the clam for some ti me , droppe d i t  
re pe ate dly, dove qui ckly to re cove r  i t  a fe w ti me s, and the n appe are d to gi ve up. Howe ve r, 
mome nts late r i t  or anothe r male surface d agai n wi th what was probably the same clam. No 
toyi ng thi s ti me ! Down the hatch i t  we nt. So what, y ou say? We ll, the clam appe are d to be 
about the same si ze as the bi rd's skull. I pi cture d my se lf tryi ng to swallow a cantaloupe . 

The ne xt day the golde neye s we re divi ng for small shore crabs - anothe r 'hard' me al 
- whi le ne arby a Com mon Loon surface d, te naci ously graspi ng a y oung salmon i n  i ts powe rful 
bi ll. It looke d li ke a coho 'gri lse ', about 12 i nche s long and cle arly too bi g and fat for 
the loon. But was i t  too bi g? Wi th ti me , re pe ate d posi ti oni ng and a li ttle softe ni ng up, 
thi s 'monste r' was swallowe d whole . I surmi se d that thi s was about e qui vale nt to y ou or me 
downi ng a 10-pound salmon. 

Bi rds are fasci nati ng cre ature s. Whe n  we thi nk we know i t  all, ne w thi ngs sudde nly 
come to li ght. Your pe rsonal di scove ri e s  of i nte re sti ng facts wi ll conti nue i f  y ou take 
the ti me to watch bi rds and kee p  re cords. The n, wi th the note s that y ou accumulate y ou can 
put toge the r a short arti cle for i nclusi on i n  BC BIRDING. Or y ou mi ght e ve n  fi nd that y ou 
have suffi cie nt i nformati on to justi fy a short (or long) te chni cal note for our journal, 
British Columbia Birds. Our e di tors wi ll be de li ghte d. 

Go out and be an orni thologi st! 

Bry an R. Gate s 
Pre si de nt 
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Your di rectors met on February 4th i n  Langley. 

March 2002 

Marti n McNi chol! (edi tor of the Journal) provi ded an update on the progress of the 
Journals. In sum mary: membershi p should be seei ng volumes 9 and 10 soon and progress i s  
bei ng made on volumes 1 1  and 12. Marti n wi ll be discussi ng wi th John Sprague the work 
needed to complete the journals. Approval was made for i nclusi on of two colour pi ctures 
essenti al to a report i n  one of the upcomi ng journal i ssues. 

Di scussi on was held on the progress wi th the bi rd records com mi ttee. On goi ng 
efforts are bei ng made to come to an effecti ve bi rd record system. 

Bryan Gates bri efed the board on the data storage controversy wi th Wi ld Bi rd Trust 
and the Bri ti sh Columbi a government. P rogress i s  bei ng made; A request was made that any 
one havi ng di ffi culty i n  accessi ng data mai ntai ned by the Wi ld Bi rd Trust should make a 
complai nt di rectly to Wi ld Bi rd Trust - di rected to the P resi dent, P atri ci a Banni ng-Lover. 

Detai led plans were presented for the annual meeti ng to be held i n  Wi lli ams Lake 
June 7-9. P lans i nclude outi ngs, bi rd study programs and meeti ngs. The extensi on wi ll be 
headi ng i nto the Cari boo Country. P lans i nclude use of two vans wi th accommodati on at a 
resort on P unzi Lake. The commi ttee i s  doi ng a great job and we are all looki ng forward to 
a great annual meeti ng and extensi on. 

Draft fi nanci al statements for the fi scal year 2001 were presented and di scussed. 
Revenue exceeded expendi tures for the year. Di rectors were worri ed that there was sti ll 
conti ngency li abi li ty i n  that the journals not publi shed to date need to be budgeted for. 
Budgets were di scussed and i t  was deci ded that there would be an allocati on of $1, 500 for 
donati ons to projects for the 2002 year. Mem bers are encouraged to submi t proposals for 
fundi ng for thi s and next year. 

P lans were made for the promoti on efforts for the year. A di splay i s  bei ng arranged 
for the North Ameri can Bluebi rd Soci ety meeti ng. Di rectors revi ewed the brochure, a num ber 
of changes were proposed and changes wi ll be i ncorporated wi th di fferent i deas for fu ture 
approval. 

Di scussi on was made as to the replacement for the edi tor of BC Bi rdi ng. A general 
request has been made to fi nd a replacement for the Andy and Mari lyn Buhler. The worst 
possi bi li ty would be that there would be no newsletter. We need an edi tor! 

Hue MacKenzi e provi ded an update on the Archi vi st Report for the year ended Decem ber 
31, 2001. The di rectors appreci ate the efforts. that Hue has done to keep the i mportant 
archi ves of our organi zati on. 

All the di rectors were pleased to hear that Jo Ann MacKenzi e wi ll accept the 
posi ti on of Vi ce P resident wi th expectati on of bei ng our presi dent i n  the upcomi ng year. 
A request wi ll be made for three new di rectors to be nomi nated for electi on at the annual 
meeti ng i n  Wi lli ams Lake. 

The next meeti ng for the di rectors i s  bei ng planned for May 5. 

Glen Moores 
Di rector 
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UPCO HIN G H££rtNG5 � EVENTS 
compiled by Martin K. McNicholl 

BIRDS OF TWO WORLDS: ADVANCES IN THE ECOLOGY AND EVOLUTION OF TEMPERATE­
TROPICAL MIGRATION, She phe rdstown, We st V irginia. Contact: Pe te r P. 
Marra, Smithsonian Migratory Bird Ce nte r, Natl. Zool. Park, Washington, 
D. C. 20008, U . S. A. ; phone ( 202) 673-4908 or Russe ll S. Gree nbe rg, 7500 
Flowe r Ave . , Takoma Park, MD 20912, U . S. A. ; phone ( 202) 673-4908. 

March 6-8 2002 9� ALASKA BIRD CONFERENCE, Fairbanks, Alaska. Contact: Nancy De witt, 
Alaska Bird Obse rvatory, Box 80505, Fairbanks, Alaska 99706; phone (907) 
451-7159. 

March 20-24 2002 3rd 
INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS IN FLIGHT CONFERENCE: A WORKSHOP OF 

IMPLEMENTATION AND INTEGRATION, Asilomar State Park Confe re nce Ce nte r, 
Monte re y, California. Contacts: Te rry Rich, 1387 S. Vinne ll Way, Boise , 
ID 83709; phone ( 208) 373-4043 OR C. J. Ralph, Re dwood Scie nce s Lab. , 
USFS, 1700 Bayvie w Dr. , Arcata, CA 95521; phone ( 707) 825-1127. 

April 3-6 2002 SOCIETY FOR NORTHWESTERN VERTEBRATE BIOLOGY ANNUAL MEETING Hood Rive r, 
Ore gon. Contact: Cathy Flick, phone ( 509) 493- 1195. 

April 11-14 2002 93rd 
ANNUAL MEETING, WILSON ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY WITH ASSOCIATION OF 

FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS, Florida Gulf Coast U nive rsity, Ft. Mye rs, Florida. 
Contact: Je rome A. Jackson, Whitacke r Ce nte r, Coll. of Arts & Scie nce s, 
Florida Gulf Coast U niv. , 10501 FGCU Blvd. South, Ft. Mye rs, FL 33965-
6565; phone : ( 941) 590-7157. 

April 12-14 2002 12� ANNUAL BRANT WILDLIFE FESTIVAL, Lantzville to Rose wall Cree k, B. C. , 
including "big day" compe tition. Contact: Brant Wildlife Fe stival 
Office , 174 Railway St. , Q ualicum Be ach, BC V 9K 1K7; ph. ( 250) 752-9171. 

April 19-21 2002 FIRST ANNUAL GREAT BLUE HERON FESTIVAL, Pitt Me adows ( ne w) Family 
Re cre ation Ce ntre , 12027 Harris Road ( just s. of the Loughee d Highway) , 
Pitt Me adows, BC. Sat. April 20th 8-5pm ; Sun. April 2Pt 11-4 pm. 
Sponsor: Tourism Maple Ridge Pitt Me adows. Contact: ( 604) 460-8300 for 
ticke ts & info; (604) 463-0890 for info. E ve nts include Butte rfly Te a; 
Blue He ron 1-hour tours; Art Show; trade show; spe ake rs; spe cial de mos; 
Big Day Bird Count; Wine and Chee se Mixe r; Birds and Bike s; Birdsong 
Barbe cue & Charity Auction for the Codd Islands We tlands; and much more . 

May 9-12 2002 FEDERATION OF B.C. NATURALISTS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, V ictoria, B. C. 
Contact for accommodation: phone ( 250) 721- 8395 [no contact name 
indicate d to date ]; ge ne ral information: Fe d. B. C. Nat. , #425-1367 We st 
Broadway, Vancouve r, B. C. V 6H 4A9; phone (604) 737-3057. 

May 25 2002 ANNUAL SOUTH OKANAGAN CRITTER COUNT, Okanagan Mountain Provincial Park, 
will be he ld Saturday, May 25th . Anyone inte re ste d in participating can 
call e ithe r Bre nda Thompson, ( 250) 764-4296, if the y want to bird from 
the Ke lowna e nd, or E va Durance , ( 250) 492-0158, if the y want to go from 
the Pe nticton side . The price for the count-up barbe que has not bee n  se t 
ye t but will like ly be unde r $10 e ach .. The same Summe rland cate ring 
company as we have had in othe r ye ars is be ing hire d for the e ve nt. 

June 7-9 2002 BRITISH COLUMBIA FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS 12� ANNUAL CONFERENCE, Williams 
Lake , B. C. : see re gistrati on mate rial in this issue of B. C. Birding. 

June 13-16 2002 NORTH AMERICAN BLUEBIRD SOCIETY (NABS) 25� ANNIVERSARY ce le bration and 
annual ge ne ral mee ting, Pe nticton, BC. Hoste d by the Southe rn Inte rior 
Blue bird Socie ty. Comple te re gistration and sche dule available on the 
we b site : www . nablue birdsocie ty. org. Contact: Te rry and Gre g Te llie r. 
e mail: t. te llie r@shaw. ca, phone ( 250) 493-4634 
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UPC!O HtN G HWtN GS. � E .\IENTS. ( continued>  

June 21-23 2002 CANADIAN NATURE FEDERATION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, Ottaw a, Ont. Contact 
( no name indicated) : Canadian Nature Federation, phone: 1-800-267-4088. 

S.O C!tffi' N E WS 

British Columbia Field Ornithologists 
Twelfth Annual Conference 

June 7-9, 2002 

The 12th Annual Conference will be held at the Bil-Nor Restaurant in 
Williams Lake, B.C. on the weekend of June 7-9, 2002. 

Events: 
Reception on Friday evening 
Birding field trips on Saturday and Sunday mornings 
Annual general meeting and techni cal presentations on Saturday afternoon 
Banquet on Saturday evening 

Transportation & Accommodation: 
Transportation and accommodation are u p  to the individual ( s) to arrange. Motels 

within walking distance to the Bil-Nor Restaurant are the Drummond Lodge Motel ( 1-800-
667-4555) , Lakeside Motel ( 1- 800-663-4938) and the V alleyview Motel ( 250- 392-4655) . 
The Drummond Lodge Motel has offered preferred rates for BCFO members. 

For infor mation on campgrounds and other accommodations, please contact the 
Williams Lake and District Chamber of Commerce ( ph: 250-392-5025, fax 250-392-4214, 
or email: wldcc@stardate.bc. ca) 

Registration: 
The Conference fees are: 
Conference only ( includ es all events except banquet) 
Banquet only 

$30 
$25 
$55 Conference and banquet 

Attendance is limited to BCFO members and spouses/ family members. You may 
join BCFO while at the same time registering for the Conference. 

Please refer to the front page of this newsletter for membership fees. 

A Registr ation Form is provided in this issue of C.(!. Cfl?l)ltf/t; as an insert. 

The registration deadline is April 30, 2002. 

For information contact: 
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Hank V anderPol 
Sand ra Kinsey 
E v  Miyasaki 

( 250) 979-0363 
( 250) 963-8381 
( 250) 656- 8066 

email: rhvander@shaw.ca 
email: aa068@pgfn. bc.ca 
email: emiyasaki@shaw. ca 

See paqe 27 of this issue for AGM field trip information. 
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EC EtR.D tN G  NEWS BRIEFS 
compile d by Martin K. McNicholl 

V olume 12 Numbe r 1 

Mar tin K. McNicholl 
E ditor of our journal, Martin was pre se nte d with an Honorary Life Me mber ship in the 
Langle y Fie ld Naturalists in De ce mbe r 2001. 

F.B.C.N. Awards -as me ntione d in the Se pte mbe r 2001 installme nt of this compilation, 
Daphne Sole cki of V ancouve r was awarde d the Fe de ration of B.C. Naturalists' highe st 
re cognition, the E lton Ande rson Award during the fe de ration's May 2001 annual 
mee ting (B.C. Birding 11(3) : 3, 2001) . More de tails of that award and others 
pre se nte d during 2001 are summarize d by J.  Be st (B.C. Nat. 40 (1) : 20-21, "2002" 
[actually publishe d in 2001] . Club Se rvice Awards give n during the Fall 2001 mee ting 
in Wh ite Rock for work conce rning birds we re to Le sle y Ke ith for nume rous 
contributions to the Squamish E stuary Conse rvation Socie ty, including co-ordination 
of local Christmas bird count and e agle watch proje cts, to David, John and V i  Lambie 
for the ir contributions to fish and bird proje cts of the Macke nzie Nature 
Obse rvatory, notably monitoring of Ne otropical migrants at Mugah a Banding Station, 
to the Ospre y Surve y Te am [E milie Fanjoy, E laine Moore , Larry Prosse r and Rita We ge ] 
of the Ne lson Naturalist Club for monitoring 110 Ospre y ne sts, and to Gre g Ross of 
the Rocky Mountain Naturalist Club for monitoring a blue bird trail, compiling a 
Christmas bird count, organizing a " Little Big Day" e ve nt, working on the E ast 
Koote nay Bird Che cklist, and se ve ral othe r more ge ne ral and non-bird contr ibutions. 

Fr ase r River E stuary !.B.A. -Photographs of the de dication of the Frase r Rive r e stuary 
"IBA" [Important Bird Are a] during the fall of 1991 appe ar in B.C. Nat. 40(1) :30, 
"2002" [actually 2001] . 

Pr ovincial awards -At le ast two of e ight re ce nt re cipie nts of re ce nt pr ovincial 
e nvironme ntal ste wardship awards are known for contributions to or nithology in B.C. 
Wilma Robinson, known for e fforts to prote ct Sandhill Crane ne sting habitat in Pitt 
Me adows, was awarde d for he r e fforts at habitat pre se rvation in Pitt Me adows and 
Maple Ridge , while B. C. F. O. me mbe r Made lon Schoute n of Ve rmilion Forks Naturalists 
Club re ce ive d  an award for unspe cifie d contributions. -base d on Anonymous. "2002." 
B.C. Nat. 40(1) :30 in turn base d on an e arlie r V ancouve r Sun re port. 

Fr om Sandr a Kinse y -Ryan Tomlinson, of Ke lowna, was fortunate to be one of the six young 
pe ople se le cte d to atte nd the wee k-long Doug Tarry Young Ornithologists' wor ksh op in 
e ar ly August at Long Point Bird Obse rvatory, Ontario. 

EDITORS' NOTE : Dr. Olin Se wall Pe ttingill, Jr. passe d away on 11 De ce mber 2001 in 
Be dford, Te xas, at the age of 94. 

BCFO Extension Trip 2002 
Puntzi Lake - West Chilcotin 

Going to the 12th Annual General Conference? Be certain to 

consider the BCFO extension trip into a great area of our very 

diverse province. It will be three days of good birding, great 

camaraderie, and a view of an area seldom visited by a majority 

of BC birders. See page 13 of this issue for further particulars 

and be prepared to add Puntzi Lake 'lifers' to your birding 

lists. 
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The Hottest (Big) Day Of The Year! 
by Guy Monty 

Stn. A, PO Box 2205 
Nanaimo, BC V9R 6X6 

March 2002 

Of all the stupid things that birde rs do, and the re are ple nty to chose from, the 
'Big Day' is the king of bad ide as! For those of you fortunate e nough to have ne ve r he ard 
of this, a 'Big Day' is a type of marathon, whe re a group or te am of birde rs atte mpts to 
ide ntify as many spe cie s as possible in a se t pe riod of time . Most big days take place 
from midnight to midnight, but can be shorte r, de pe nding on the rule s of the game . I say 
game , be cause the 'Big Day' is whe re birding le ave s be hind all trace s of a simple hobby, 
or citize n scie nce , and he ads straight into the world of compe titive sports. Again, what 
are we thinking? 

The most popular 'Big Day' in British Columbia is the Big Day Birding Compe tition 
he ld e ve ry April as part of the Brant Fe stival. In this e ve nt, te ams of three to five 
birde rs start at 10: 00 pro on Friday and atte mpt to see as many birds as possible by 3: 00 
pro on Saturday. The are a is from Lantzville to Dee p  Bay, and it's not uncommon for te ams 
to rack up 500 kilome te rs as the y race up and down [V ancouve r] Island. By 2: 00 pro some 
te ams are ne ar e xhaustion, wande ring around a de se rte d be ach some whe re in Nanoose 
mutte ring to the mse lve s about phantom alcids, while othe rs are atte mpting to find out just 
how fast a rente d van can trave l on the backroads above Parksville . �one more bird, one 
more bird . . .  " is the chant ofte n he ard this late. in the game . And until you have trie d one 
of the se lunatic conte sts, you will ne ve r unde rstand j ust how frustrating it can be to try 
and find 'one more bird'! Although the numbe r of spe cie s see n  at a Brant Fe stival Big Day 
can top 110 spe cie s, many te ams will have see n  close to 100 by 10: 00 am, and the n spe nd 
the re st of the day trying to bre ak that magic 'ce ntury' mark. Most won't. Out of the 20-
25 te ams that take part e ach ye ar, the re are rare ly more than 3 or 4 te ams that bre ak the 
100 spe cie s mark. 

The Ame rican Birding Association, an organization for birde rs from all ove r the 
world, publishe s a bookle t once a ye ar that lists the top big days for e ve ry state and 
province in North Ame rica, by month. Traditionally, most big days are run in the spring, 
be cause that is whe n the bi rds are most vocal, and migration is in full sw ing. But there 
is a ce rtain lure to the challe nge of see ing how many birds you can find in the de pths of 
winte r, say in January or Fe bruary. It take s re al skill and de te rmination to find birds at 
this time of ye ar, and a score ove r 100 is some thing to be proud of. The one month of the 
ye ar though, that is ofte n le ft blank, is August. August is a tough one . The re are ple nty 
of birds around; the ne o-tropical birds are still quie tly skulking around in the fore sts, 
shore birds and raptors are migrating south, and the first winte r ducks are just be ginning 
to arrive . Ye t the y are all ne arly sile nt, and most see m  to disappe ar afte r 9:00 am! 

This summe r John Brighton and I de cide d that we would do a big day the third wee k  of 
August. The re cord for British Columbia was only 45 spe cie s, a cinch to be at. We focuse d 
on southe ast V ancouve r Island, from Fre nch Cree k to Victoria. Be cause owls are e sse ntially 
mute this time of ye ar, we de cide d that birding only be twe e n  5: 00 am and 8: 00 pro would 
suffice . Our first bird was a cranky Winte r Wre n at 5: 20 am at Collie ry Lake s Park in 
Nanaimo. And our last spe cie s ticke d was a flock of Re d-ne cke d Phalarope s off of E squimalt 
Lagoon in Victoria at 7:49 pm. The highlight of the day though was see ing an e normous 
flock of C ommon Nighthawks working an ant hatch ne ar Southgate ! We should not have stoppe d 
to watch, as we had alre ady ticke d the nighthawks at around six that morning, but wow! 
The re must have bee n  250 birds swirling around above the parkway! W hat kind of birde r 
wouldn't stop for a look? The answe r, a birde r on a 'Big Day'. 

So, was this atte mpt to se t a ne w re cord for August fun? Ye s, for the first four 
hours it was loads of fun. The n it be came a tortuous e ndurance te st. Did we bre ak the 
re cord? Ye s and no. Afte r rushing madly around Nanaimo and Parksville in the morning, 
walking ove r 10 kilome te rs in the proce ss, we e nde d up with 103 spe cie s by noon. At 2:30 
whe n we he ade d south from the Cassi dy Ai rport, we ti cke d #107, a smart looking male 
Ame rican Ke stre l. In the ne xt five and a half hours we manage d to find only 13 more 
spe cie s, to bring us to a grand total of 120 spe cie s. We had it! We had se t a ne w re cord 
for August. But I have ne ve r had to work so hard in my life . Afte r the first couple of 
hours, it was as if the birds had simply vani she d. The hotte r it got, the fe we r birds we 
found, and the harde r it be came to conce ntrate . By the time we hit C assidy, we conside re d 
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tak ing our 107 species and heading for home. It was hot, sweaty, and the bird s were all 
well hid. But we pressed on, and it took a full week to recov er from it. At some d uring 
that week , we heard that a team in the Okanagan had set a new record for a British 
Columbia 'Big Day' in August. They had seen 140 species. All that work, all that time, and 
some bird ers from the interior beat us by 20 species! So was it worth it? No way! It was 
just too much stress, wear and tear, and it really wore us out. Nev er again! I am going to 
bird slowly, and enjoy the few species I pick up along the way from now on. And when I 
pick up the 'Big Day' report that says the September record for British Columbia is only 
120 species . . . . 

Hmmmmm, wait a minute 

That Other August Big Day Report! 
by Chris Charlesworth 

725 Richard s  Road 
Kelowna, BC V 1X 2X5 

Yesterd ay (August 24, 2001) , Ryan Tomlinson, Russell Cannings and I d id a big d ay 
in the Southern Interior of BC. August big d ays can go either really well or v ery bad ly. 
Ours, for the most part, was good . We started out on Beaver Lake Road and head ed to V ernon 
via Dee L ake Road .  Bird ing along this route was slower than we would have liked . We missed 
a few targets, but you can't get them all. We then head ed for Salmon Arm, which was a huge 
success! After that we d rov e straight to Kelowna and bird ed Robert's and Alki Lake, 
another success. Then it was off to the South Okanagan for the ev ening. We d id n't add many 
southern specialties, but d id get a few things we had missed throughout the d ay. We 
started at 5: 30 AM and finished at about 9: 00 PM , covering about 500 km. Here's the list: 

Birds Seen on this Big Day 

1 .  Common Loon 
2. Pied-billed Grebe 
3. Red-necked Grebe 
4. Eared Grebe 
5. Western Grebe 
6. *AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN 

(1 at Vaseux) 
7. Great Blue Heron 
8. Canada Goose 
9. Wood Duck 

1 0. Green-winged Teal 
1 1 .  Mallard 
1 2. Northern Pintail 
1 3. Blue-winged Teal 
1 4. Cinnamon Teal 
1 5. Northern Shoveler 
1 6. Gadwall 
1 7. American Wigeon 
1 8. Redhead 
1 9. Common Goldeneye (Salmon Arm) 
20. Bufflehead 
21 . Hooded Merganser (Salmon Arm) 
22. Common Merganser 
23. Ruddy Duck 
24. Turkey Vulture 
25. Osprey 
26. Bald Eagle 
27. Northern Harrier 
28. Swainson's Hawk 
29. Red-tailed Hawk 
30. American Kestrel 
31 . Ruffed Grouse (Dee Lk Rd) 
32. California Quail 
33. American Coot 

34. Semipalmated Plover (Salmon Arm) 
35. Killdeer 
36. Greater Yellowlegs 
37. Lesser Yellowlegs 
38. Spotted Sandpiper 
39. Semipalmated Sandpiper 
40. Western Sandpiper 
41 . Least Sandpiper 
42. Baird's Sandpiper 
43. Pectoral Sandpiper 
44. *RUDDY TURNSTONE 

(Kelowna and Salmon Arm) 
45. *SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHER 

(2 at Roberts Lake and 
1 at Salmon Arm) 

46. Long-billed Dowitcher 
47. *STILT SANDPIPER (Salmon Arm) 
48. Wilson's Phalarope 
49. Red-necked Phalarope 
50. *FRANKLIN'S GULL 

(1 imm. at Salmon Arm) 
5 1 .  Bonaparte's Gull (Salmon Arm) 
52. *MEW GULL (Kelowna) 
53. Ring-billed Gull 
54. California Gull 
55. Herring Gull 
56. Black Tern (Roberts Lake) 
57. Rock Dove 
58. Mourning Dove 
59. Common Nighthawk 
60. Vaux's Swift 
61 . Belted Kingfisher 
62. Lewis' Woodpecker 
63. Red-naped Sapsucker 
64. *WILLIAMSON'S SAPSUCKER 

(2 at km 1 1 .8 on 
McKinney Rd - Oliver) 

65. Downy Woodpecker 
66. Hairy Woodpecker 
67. *THREE-TOED WOODPECKER 

(1 male at km 1 1 .8 on 
McKinney Rd - Oliver) 

68. Northern Flicker 
69. Pileated Woodpecker 
70. Olive-sided Flycatcher 

(4 on Dee Lk Rd) 
71 . Western Wood-Pewee 
72. Willow Flycatcher 
73. Hammond's Flycatcher 
74. Pacific-slope Flycatcher 

(1 at Vaseux) 
75. Say's Phoebe 
76. Western Kingbird 
77. Eastern Kingbird 
78. Tree Swallow 
79. Violet-green Swallow 
80. Northern Rough-winged Swallow 
8 1 .  Bank Swallow 
82. Cliff Swallow 
83. Barn Swallow 
84. Gray Jay 
85. Steller's Jay 
86. Clark's Nutcracker 
87. Black-billed Magpie 
88. American Crow 
89. Common Raven 
90. Black-capped Chickadee 
91 . Mountain Chickadee 
92. Boreal Chickadee 

(Beaver Lk and Dee Lk Rd) 
93. Red-breasted Nuthatch 
94. White-breasted Nuthatch 

(McKinney Rd) 
95. Pygmy Nuthatch 
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96. Brown Creeper (Beaver Lk) 1 1 2. Yellow Warbler 127. Dark-eyed Junco 
97. House Wren 1 1 3. Yellow-rumped Warbler 128. Red-winged Blackbird 
98. Winter Wren 1 1 4. Townsend's Warbler 129. Western Meadowlark 
99. Golden-crowned Kinglet 1 1 5. MacGillivray's Warbler 130. Yellow-headed Blackbird 
1 00. Ruby-crowned Kinglet 1 1 6. Common Yellowthroat 1 3 1 .  Brewer's Blackbird 
101 . Western Bluebird 1 1 7. Wilson's Warbler 1 32. Brown-headed Cowbird 
1 02. Townsend's Solitaire 1 1 8. Western Tanager 1 33. House Finch 
103. Swainson's Thrush 1 1 9. Black-headed Grosbeak 1 34. Red Crossbill 
1 04. American Robin 1 20. Lazuli Bunting 1 35. Pine Siskin 
1 05. Gray Catbird 1 2 1 .  Spotted Towhee 136. American Goldfinch 
1 06. Cedar Waxwing 1 22. Chipping Sparrow 1 37. Evening Grosbeak 
1 07. European Starling 123. Clay-colored Sparrow 138. House Sparrow 
108. Cassin's Vireo (Salmon Arm) 1 39. Solitary Sandpiper 
1 09. Warbling Vireo 1 24. Vesper Sparrow 1 40. White-throated Swift (Vaseux) 
1 1 0. Orange-crowned Warbler 1 25. Savannah Sparrow 
1 1 1 .  Nashville Warbler 1 26. Song Sparrow 

Chestnut-sided Warbler on the Sunshine Coast of British Columbia 
by Chris Charlesworth 

725 Ri ch ard s  Road 
Ke lowna, BC V lX 2X5 

Whi le cond ucti ng bi rd surve ys i n  transmi ssi on corridors on the Sunshi ne Coast i n  
southwe ste rn Bri ti sh Columbi a on June 15, 2001, I was surpri sed to di scove r a male 
Che stnut-sided Warble r si ngi ng, as i f  on te rri tory, from a small patch of young red 
alde rs. The si te was about 1.8 ki lome te rs south of the Halfmoon-Carlson (Crowston) Fore st 
Se rvi ce Road north of Se che lt. The bi rd was also see n  by Doug Brown and late r i n  the d ay 
by local bi rde rs Tony Gree nfi e ld, Arnold Skei , Joh n  Ne we ll and Russ Tkachuk. The bi rd sang 
constantly, e ve n  whi le foragi ng and was last see n  and he ard i n  the corridor on July 6 by 
Wayne Campbe ll. 

Se ve ral col our slide s we re obtai ned on June 16th by Ch ri s Charle sworth . The se h ave 
bee n  de posi ted as B.C. Photo No. 1882 i n  the Wi ld Bi rd Trust Wi ld li fe Data Ce ntre i n  
Vi ctori a (see Campbe ll and Sti rli ng 1972) . 

It i s  di ffi cult to mi stake a male Che stnut-sided Warble r for any othe r spe cie s, 
e spe ci ally i n  breedi ng plumage . Howe ve r, I did take fie ld note s as follows: whi te 
unde rparts, broad che stnut side s, bri ght golde n cap and di sti nct faci al patte rn. The 
warble r's song was strong and e mph ati c, unli ke any othe r warble r song on the Sunshi ne 
Coast. 

The Che stnut-sided Warble r i s  conside red ve ry rare i n  summe r and accide ntal i n  
autumn on the south we st coast of Bri ti sh Columbi a, bei ng re corded sporadi cally from May 28 
to Se pte mbe r 29 (Campbe ll e t  al. 2001) . The Sunshi ne Coast re cord coi ncided wi th se ve ral 
othe r si gh ti ngs of si ngle bi rd s re ported i n  the summe r of 2001 from Pi tt Me ad ows, Vi ctori a 
and the Okanagan Valle y. My obse rvati on re pre se nts the fi rst re cord for the Sunshi ne Coast 
(se e Gre e nfi e ld 1997) . 

I am grate ful to B.C. Hydro for pe rmi ssi on to publi sh thi s re cord and to Wayne 
Campbe ll and Chri s Siddle for edi tori al comme nts. 

Li te rature Ci ted 

Campbell, R.W., N.K. Dawe, I. McTaggart-Cowan, J.M. Cooper, G.W. Kaiser, A.C. Stewart and M.C.E. 
McNall. 2001. The Birds of British Columbia - Volume 4: Passerines: Wood-Warblers through 
Old World Sparrows. University of British Columbia Press, Vancouver. 739 pages. 

Campbell, R.W. and D. Stirling. 1971 . A Photo-duplicate File for British Columbia Vertebrate 
Records. Syesis 4 (�):217-222. 

Greenfield, T. 1997. Birds of the Suns hine Coast, British Columbia Ministry of Environment, � 
Lands and Parks, Victoria. Leaflet. 

PAGE 10 



March 2002 KC. EtR1)tNq Volume 12 Number 1 

Summary of Raptors Observed along Pennask Lake Road 
by Jeremy v. Kimm 
2369 Terrace Place 

Shawnigan Lake , BC VOR 2WO 

The followi ng i s  a summary of raptors obse rve d by Je re my V. Ki mm and Jason Ki mm along 
Pe nnask Lake Road, north of Me rri tt, on Apri l 16 and 17, 2000. Locati ons are provi de d by 
ki lome te rs, me asure d from the juncti on of Hi ghway S a  and Pe nnask Lake Road. Most obse rvati ons 
we re made from a car, though i n  a couple of case s care ful study was made of the bi rd to 
e nsure corre ct i de nti fi cati on. Whe re possible , se x and colour phase we re note d. 

Raptors we re we ll i n  e vi de nce duri ng the two days, though of the si x spe ci e s  obse rve d, 
three { Ospre y, Bald Eagle , and Rough- le gge d H awk) , we re re pre se nte d by si ngle si ghti ngs. 

Km 0. 5 
Km 0. 7 
Km 0. 8 
Km 4. 3 
Km 4. 3 
Km 4. 5 
Km 4. 6 
Km 4. 7 
Km 5. 5 
Km 6. 9 
Km 7. 1 
Km 8. 3 

Apri l 16. 2000 
Ame ri can Ke stre l 
Ame ri can Ke stre l 
Northe rn H arri e r  
Re d-tai le d H awk {2) 
Northe rn H arrie r {3) 
Northe rn H arri e r  
Re d-tai le d H awk 
Red-tai le d H awk 
Northe rn H arrie r 
Ame ri can Ke stre l 
Northe rn H arrie r 
Ame ri can Ke stre l 

Apri l 17, 
Km 3. 5 
Km 10. 6 
Km 11.9 
Km 13. 0 
Km 15. 2 
Km 15.4 
Km 15. 9 
Km 16. 6 
Km 16.9 
Km 17. 8 
Km 18. 1 
Km 18. 4 
Km 18. 9 
Km 21. 4 
Km 23. 8 

2000 
Ospre y 
Re d-tai le d H awk 
Ame ri can Ke stre l { pai r) 
Re d-tai le d H awk 
Northe rn H arrier { male ) 
Rough-le gge d H awk { dark) 
Northe rn H arrie r { male ) 
Ame ri can Ke stre l (male ) 
Ame ri can Ke stre l (male ) 
Northe rn H arri e r  (male ) 
Bald E agle 
Ame ri can Ke stre l 
Re d-tai le d H awk 
Ame ri can Ke stre l (pai r) 
Re d-tai le d H awk (2) 

Wings Over the Rockies Bird Festival 
May 6-12, 2002 

Wings 2002 - A M1gration Sensation 

Re w your spi r· of wonde r ove r our natural he ri tage - come home to one of the longe st 
syste m of conti nuous we ands i n  North Ame ri ca. Ove r 2 65 spe ci e s  of bi rds have be e n  re corde d 
i n  a 50-km stre tch of t Ufubi a Valle y We tlands from Canal Flats to Spi lli machee n. 
Flanke by grasslands, fore st, alpi ne me adows and rocky crags thi s " Se re nge ti of the North" 
supports abundant wi ldli fe and provi de s spe ctacular vi stas for the si xth annual Wi ngs Ove r 
the Rocki e s Bi rd Fe sti val. 

Thi s ye ar' s spe ci al gue st i s  Fathe r Goose , Bi ll Li shman, the founde r of Ope rati on 
Mi grati on, who te ache s safe r mi grati on route s to gee se and crane s by trai ni ng the m to follow 
ultra li ght ai rcraft. 

Choose from ove r 80, hi gh quali ty, cre ati ve and e ducati onal e ve nts to e njoy wi th your 
fami ly. Di scove r the world of bi rds through activi ties such as gui de d nature walks, Columbi a 
Ri ve r floats, voyage r canoe tri ps, horse back ri di ng i n  the grasslands, art e xhi bi ts, e ve ni ng 
pre se ntati ons, li ve musi c, workshops, chi ldre n's fe sti val, wi ngs gala banque t, bi rdathon and 
much more ! 

Contact: Larry H alve rson 
Ca11 to11 Free: 1-888-933-3311 Loca1: {250) 342-3210 Fax: (250) 342-9221 
Address: RR #4, #2-1535 14th Stree t, Inve rme re ,  BC VOA 1K4 
E-mai1: wi ngs@adve nture valle y.com Home Page: www.adve nture valle y.com/ wi ngs 
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1£11£� TO TH£ £ t)ffO� 
Birders, 

I am sad to report that Mildred White of Kimberley passed away on Sund ay, December 
16 at the age of 85. 

Mildred was one of the leading natu ralists in the East Kootenay for many years, and 
an inspiration to many others. She was loved and admired by ev eryone that knew her. She 
will be greatly missed in the B.C. birding commu nity, and especially by her many friends 
in the East Kootenay. The following remembrances by Ru th Goodwin will be of interest to 
anyone who knew Mildred. -Wayne C. Weber 

Remembering �ldred White 

Mildred' s dau ghter, Cathy, and son-in-law, Al, adv ise that Mildred had requ ested 
that there be no memorial service. As a community of natu ralists we will want to honor 
her. What a hu ge job! Ron Walker called her Mighty Mou se, short in stature bu t enormou s in 
spirit. We all will be remembering ou r adv entu res with Mildred, all that she has t�u ght 
and shared with u s  abou t  her lov e for birds or flowers or bu gs or rocks or landscape or 
mu shrooms or clou ds or bu tterflies ... She was a generou s lady whose personal integrity was 
recognized by all who worked with her ov er the years as she embraced the motto of the BC 
Natu ralists, to know nature and to keep it worth knowing. 

At the Rocky Mou ntain Natu ralist annu al Christmas dinner, Mildred seemed healthy and 
well. Apparently, she had begu n to experience some stomach problems. Tu esday, she was 
hospitalized with a blockage in her intestines. When I last saw her on Thu rsday, she 
looked well and was pleased with the care she was receiving. Many of you know that Mildred 
has been inv olv ed with the Kimberley District Hospital for years in many different 
capacities, from Board member to Au xiliary v olu nteer. Cathy advises that on Friday her 
condition began to deteriorate. The specialist care that was requ ired was not av ailable 
locally. Satu rday ev ening she was transferred by air ambu lance to Calgary. 

If you wou ld like to send you r regards to the family, Cathy and Al You ng liv e at 878 
Rotary Driv e, Kimberley V1A 1E6. There is also a son, Terry, who liv es in Kimberley as 
well. Cathy said that I cou ld also inclu de their phone number, 427-4784, if you wou ld like 
to call. 

Remembering Mildred, I ju st filled the feeders in the yard, and as the nu tcrackers 
scolded me, I thou ght of Mildred. I walked the dog. Mildred and Willow were great friends 
and Willow enjoyed nothing more than going ou t with Mildred for the day. She wou ld cu rl u p  
beside her and pu t her head in Mildred' s lap, anticipating the long scratch as we drov e 
abou t looking for this and that. Mildred was known to often bu rst into song or to recite a 
poem as we shared the pleasu re of natu ralists. It will be a year of remembering the 
pleasu re of having known Mildred. -Ru th Goodwin 

FREE COPY OF THE WANDERING TATTLER: 
NEWSLETTER OF THE VANCOUVER NATURAL HISTORY SOCIETY'S BIRDING SECTION 

The V ancouver Natu ral History Society's Birding Section has been pu blishing its own 
monthly newsletter, The Wandering Tattler, ev er since Ju de Grass started it in 1978. This 
newsletter inclu des articles on almost all aspects of birding: behav iou r, optics, field 
trips, conserv ation, hu mou rou s anecdotes, site gu ides and mu ch, much more! A regu lar 
featu re is the 'Noteworthy Sightings' which summarizes Lower Mainland Rare Bird Alert 
reports in recent months and 'What's Happening' which su mmarizes upcoming birding field 
trips and ev ents. 

The Tattler ru ns from September throu gh May and is av ailable at the Vancouver NHS 
Birders' Nights for $1 or by mail su bscription for $14. We encou rage all BCFO members to 
subscribe or submit an article by emailing the Distribu tion Editor Lau ra Jordison at 
tattler@relaxism.com or phoning (604) 940-8501. We will give a complimentary copy of 
The Wandering Tattler to anyone interested in su bscribing, so that they can decide � 
if this is a worthy inv estment. 
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BCFO EXTENSION 2002 
PUNTZI LAKE - WEST CHILCOTIN 

Volume 12 Number 1 

Saddle up folks! We are going for a rustic ride out through the 
rolling hills, grasslands and wetlands to the edge of the Chilcotin 
Plateau! We will tour along Highway 20 (the Freedom Highway) west of 
Williams Lake passing Riske Creek, Farwell Canyon, Hanceville, Alexis 
Creek, and on to Puntzi Lake. Day trips further west to famous 
Chilanko Marsh, the Tatla Lake area and up into the nearby mountains 
will allow us to explore a number of different habitats. We will 
absorb the ambiance of these wide open spaces as only birders can do, 
with careful and vigilant straining of eyes and ears, ever alert for 
the sight or sound of birds and other wildlife! Roger Clevis draws an 
evocative portrait of this land: "Moulded by volcanoes, the land is 
remarkable for its rivers, hoodoos and grasslands, its jagged 
mountains, deep lakes and its ice fields. The grizzlies, caribou, 
wild sheep, mountain goats, moose and deer still run free". This 
memorable trip will centre around Puntzi Lake, about 160 km west of 
Williams Lake along Highway 20, which is paved all the way. 

Spring will still be lingering on the plateau while the warmer days of summer 
approach. We can expect to see a great variety of bird life along Highway 20 and at Puntzi 
Lake: many species of waterfowl; shorebirds; Mountain Bluebird; Horned Lark; Say's Phoebe; 
Empidonax flycatchers, notably Alder and Pacific-slope; Long-billed Curlew; Sharp-tailed 
Grouse; Prairie Falcon; Rock Wren; Lazuli Bunting; Vesper Sparrow; American White Pelican 
and 'la piece de resistance', Sprague's Pipit. 

We will be leaving Williams Lake on Monday, June lOth. It's a birding trip so 
naturally the trip will leave early! We will then slowly bird our way to comfortable, 
shared accommodations at Barney's Lakeside Resort at Puntzi Lake for the nights of June 
lOth and June 1 1th. We will be returning to Williams Lake in the late afternoon of 
Wednesday, June 12th. All meals, from Monday lunch through to Wednesday lunch, are 
included in the price of $300, as is accommodation and van transportation. Please bring a 
water bottle in anticipation of hot days, warm clothing for the cool mornings, and any 
favourite snacks for the daily outings. If you require a special or vegetarian diet please 
indicate those requirements on the registration form. 

Please contact Laurie Rockwell (250) 494-7558, hardrock@vip.net; or Sandra Kinsey 
(250) 963-8381, aa068@pgfn.bc.ca, for further information or clarification. 
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Bird Notes From Big Bar Lake 
by Martin K. McNichol! 

4735 Canada Way 
Burnaby, BC VSG 1L3 

March 2002 

Plans to hold BCFO's 2002 annual general meeting in Williams Lake in June pr9mpted 
me to put a few bird notes on record from Big Bar Lake, northwest of Clinton, in case any 
members are seeking potential sites to visit in the vicinity before or after the meeting. 
During a brief visit to the west coast by my sister, Sigrid Zueff, Kevin Young proposed 
that we go on an overnight camping jaunt. From the greater Vancouver area, we headed north 
on 27 August 2000 along Highway 99 and the Duffey Lake Road through Lillooet, then headed 
north along Highway 97 to Clinton and northwest from there along a bumpy, gravel road to a 
camp site at Big Bar Lake. We camped at a site overlooking the lake, leaving in early 
afternoon the next day. 

We had several avian visitors to our campsite on both days. Gray Jays surprised us 
by their absence on the 27th, but two appeared the next morning, eagerly accepting some 
peanuts offered to them. Two or three of their cousins, American Crows, were around on the 
27�, while five to ten Common Ravens were around both days. Two or three Barn Swallows 
were also around our camp site both days, and flocks of four to six Mountain Chickadees 
visited briefly both days. Larger groups of Yellow-rumped (Audubon's) Warblers, Dark-eyed 
(Oregon) Juncos and Pine Siskins also visited our camp sites both days, as well as nearby 
areas. Three Cedar Waxwings flew over us on the 27th and four Red Crossbills on the 28th. 

During a pre-breakfast walk on the 28th, I heard some Hairy Woodpecker-like calls 
along a trail off the south edge of the campground. I peered with and without binoculars 
in the direction of the calls without being able to see the caller, but soon a yellow­
capped head appeared from the other side of a low stump, revealing that the caller was a 
Three-toed Woodpecker, not a Hairy. Although I had seen several of these woodpeckers 
previously, mostly in Alberta, this was the first time that I had heard one call, adding 
to the unexpected delight of seeing one here. After peering back at me briefly, the 
woodpecker began pecking for his breakfast, and I returned to our camp site for mine. 

While we were having breakfast, a park official arrived with a canoe that Sigrid had 
arranged to rent the previous evening. Soon, we were paddling around the lake, getting 
closer views of one of two Common Loon adults that we had seen and heard on the lake 
several times that morning and the previous evening. One of the loons fed a large chick 
several times in our vicinity. While in the canoe, we also saw two female Hooded 
Mergansers on the lake, heard a Sandhill Crane calling from a boggy area near the western 
end of the lake, and saw a female Belted Kingfisher in the same area. 

We ended our visit with a walk along the northwestern edge of the lake. In addition 
to several species encountered earlier, we flushed a female Ruffed Grouse with a brood of 
at least four downy chicks and saw a Northern (Red-shafted) Flicker as we progressed 
around the edge of the lake, then at a bog off the western end of the lake found two 
female or eclipse male Green-winged Teal, another female Hooded Merganser, at least two 
Common Yellowthroats, a Spotted Towhee and several Song Sparrows. 

The variety of birds encountered during our brief August visit suggests that Big Bar 
Lake is well worth including on any birding visit to the 'Cariboo Chilcotin' area of 
British Columbia. 

PAGE 14 



March 2002 g,c. gr�DJNG 

Heer.mann's Gull - A  Good Winter Find! 
by Prue Spitrnan 

14 951 - 24th Avenue 
South Surrey, BC V4P 1N9 

Volume 12 Number 1 

The morning of November 7, 2001 marked a routine start to our regular waterbird 
survey of White Rock beach, conducted monthly under the auspices of Bird Studies Canada. 
It was a pleasant day with sunshine still dominating the sky despite the threat of 
billowing clouds drifting in from the horizon. A light breeze dusted the sea yet failed to 
raise more than a gentle ripple. There were, however, some worrying patches of glare 
beginning to shade the water's surface. 

Dodging the usual assortment of walkers and joggers, we moved along the promenade, 
pausing occasionally to record mixed parties of loons, seaters, grebes, seaducks and 
several species of shorebirds. Nearing the pier we were dismayed to see a wild flurry of 
gulls swirling around the head of a misguided soul as she offered up a bucket of bread 
crumbs. Glumly surveying this unwanted hive of activity we attempted a half-hearted tally; 
after all, this motley crew of beach scavengers had interrupted our count of 'real' birds! 

Disdain changed to delight as we spotted a distinctive, 
very dark, almost crow-sized juvenile gull jostling gallantly 
through the teeming rabble of glaucous-wings and ringed-bills 
for its share of the spoils. My husband Bernie cranked up the 
'scope's power for a closer look and we soon realized the bird ��� 
in question was a first-winter Heermann's Gull, Larus 

heermanni. We have been involved in this survey since 1994 but 
this was a personal 'first' for us and we were pleased to add 
a new species to our all-time count total. Several days later, 
after checking the status of Heermann's, we realized that it 
was also a very good winter find! 

Luckily the bird settled in and many seasoned birders were able to add the species 
to their winter lists for the first time. On December 7th, we again surveyed the White 
Rock beach and easily relocated the bird as it loafed on the railtracks amidst other 
gulls. Half-an-hour later we were surprised to find the bird standing on a grassy verge 
not five feet behind us, without a modicum of fear. It had become alarmingly tame and we 
worried then of its survival chances. 

'Our' bird remained in the area long enough to star in the White Rock Christmas Bird 
Count on December 30th (a count 'first') and obligingly stayed around for some bleary-eyed 
listers on January 1, 2002 after which it mysteriously disappeared and has not been seen 
since. 

Though Heermann's Gull may be expected as a fall visitor at certain prime sites in 
the Lower Mainland, at best its status only peaks to 'uncommon' on the Vancouver checklist 
from early August to the first week of September. In any event, the bird would not 
normally be looked for at White Rock, Crescent Beach or Blackie Spit at any season. 

By mid-November the species becomes 'casual' and there are no records at all for 
Vancouver in December. This bird was in fact only one day shy of tying the all-time late 
winter occurrence for Heermann's Gull in the Vancouver area, that of an adult bird seen in 
Tsawwassen, January 2, 1969 (Crowell and Nehls - The Birds of British Columbia, Volume II, 
Wayne Campbell, et al) . 

Note: There is a delicious irony here; had we been birding merely for leisure, this 
tiresome band of beach-bums would likely not have received a second glance! 
There's a lot to be said for the value of methodical bird surveys. � 
(Thanks to Kyle Elliott and Rick Toochin for checking through all recent 
sightings reports) [EDITORS' NOTE: Thanks to Jo Ann MacKenzie for the photo.] 
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"I Didn't Do It for the Image 
An Interview With David Sib�ey 

by Bruce Whitt ington 
347 Mill s tream Lake Road 

Victoria, BC V9B 6H5 

Da vi d Si bley ha s had only a short ti me 
to rela x before he spea ks, a nd he w orks on a 
focca ccia sa ndwi ch whi le he ma kes a few notes. 
I pose a couple of tenta ti ve questi ons, a 
begi nni ng, but a ba ndon the ta cti c, to a llow 
hi m to prepa re. The a nti ci pa tory murmura ti on 
i n  the lobby i s  d ri fti ng now i nto the lecture 
thea tre, a nd,  a few mi nutes la ter, we follow .  

Si bley ta kes the sta ge, a rmed only wi th 
hi s voi ce, a nd a qui et composure. He ta lks, 
mostly a bout hi s books. Hi s two most recent 
books ha ve been twelve yea rs i n  the ma ki ng. 
The fi rst, a fi eld guide, ha s been done 
enti rely by hi mself. Si x thousand pai nti ngs, 
tw elve yea rs, plus a nother fi fteen or so, 
pla nni ng. He hoped he mi ght rea ch perha ps 

March 2002 

II 

50, 000 bi rd ers i nterested enough i n  the book to buy i t. In i ts fi rst yea r, i t  ha s sold 
600 , 000 a nd i s  sti ll goi ng strong. For hi s new book, a guide to bi rd beha vi our, Si bley ha s 
recrui ted a tea m  of a uthors, experts i n  thei r fi elds. But a ll of the i llustra ti ons, a nd 
the overa ll edi ti ng of the work, a re Si bley' s. I pull myself ba ck from my a stoni shment, 
a nd ma ke some notes. 

He i s  not, a s  you mi ght expect, a professi ona l orni thologi st. Si bley a nd hi s brother 
were i ntroduced to bi rdi ng by thei r fa ther, who i s  a professi ona l orni thologi st. Ma ny 
fa mi ly outi ngs, predi cta bly, were di rected a t  bi rd s, a nd wi th thei r youthful eyes a nd 
ea rs, the tw o qui ckly lea rned to id enti fy ma ny speci es. �By the ti me we w ere i n  our 
teens, " he sa ys, �we w ere much better bi rd ers tha n our fa ther. " 

When Si bley ha s fi ni shed hi s prepa red comments, he i nvi tes questi ons from the 
a udi ence. Ha nd s shoot up, a nd a lthough most of the people a re bi rd ers, they wa nt to know 
more a bout Da vid Si bley. Hi s fa vouri te bi rd , they lea rn, i s  the Long-eared Owl, now here 
common, a nd a ma ster of ca moufla ge. If he i s  a self-ta ught a rti st, whose work i nspi res 
hi m? He ha s a grea t respect for the work of the Sw edi sh bi rd a rti st, La rs Jonsson. The 
a udi ence, I rea li ze, i s  i ntervi ewi ng Da vid Si bley, a nd I ma ke more notes. 

Si bley pursued a college ed uca ti on, but dropped out a fter a yea r a nd a ha lf, a nd 
headed out on the road to wa tch bi rd s. Li vi ng, a lone, i n  a va n for months a t  a ti me, a nd 
stoppi ng "w herever I could pa rk for free" , he i mmersed hi mself i n  bi rd s a nd thei r wa ys. 
When a sked w hy he d ecided to a ba ndon hi s ed uca ti on to become a peri pa teti c bi rd er, Si bley 
sa ys, �w ell, I didn't d o  i t  for the i ma ge . . .  " � It wa s, " he sa ys, a s  though he ha s only 
now rea li z ed i t, � just exactly wha t  I wanted to d o  wi th my li fe. " Wi ll he rela x a li ttle 
now, wi th these books fi ni shed? � I'm worki ng on three more books" , he explai ns, " a nd I' ve 
a lso sta rted ta l�i ng to people a bout some bi rd song recordi ngs I'd li ke to d o. " 

After the ta lk, a nd the si gni ng of ma ny books for bi rd ers i n  the lobby, Si bley i s  
whi sked awa y for a bri ef vi si t wi th Vi ct oria bi rd a rti st Fenwi ck La nsd ow ne, whose w ork he 
ad mi r es. Hi s da y wi nd s  d ow n  fi na lly when he j oi ns a sma ll group for a pub supper . He 
ord ers a C oke, a nd the conversa ti on does not stra y very fa r from bi rd s. 

I t  i s  now 7 : 30 i n  the morni ng, a nd,  thi rty-two da ys a fter September 11th, a n  
ai rli ner ha s cra shed i n  the Borough of Q ueen's, N ew York. Da vid Si bley ha s a lready been on 
the phone to hi s wi fe, who i s  a t  home i n  Ma ssa chusetts, wi th thei r two young sons. Si bley, 
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who i s  i n  the mi ddle of hi s thi rd N orth Ame ri can tour to promote hi s two l and mark bi rd 
g ui de s, doe s not know whe the r he wi ll be able to board a plane to Te xas the ne xt day , or 
i f  he e ve n  wants to. Thi s i s  Davi d Si bley, fami ly man, and Ame ri can ci ti ze n. 

But we pi le i nto the car, for a protracte d tri p to Swartz Bay.  Si bley has see n  
al most all the bi rds the re are to see i n  North Ame ri ca, but sti ll he i s  kee n  to fi nd some 
bi rds, pe rhaps le arn some thi ng ne w about our we ste rn spe ci e s. At Clove r Poi nt, he studie s 
the Thaye r's Gul ls, maki ng note s i n  hi s book whi le pee ri ng i nto the scope . He te ache s me 
about re ce nt re se arch on g ull hybri ds i n  Kamchatka. A li ttle furthe r along , a half doze n 
murre le ts appe ar, cl ose to shore . "M arble d  M urre le ts, i n  close , " he say s, as they di ve .  
"Ancie nt M urre le ts, " I blurt out, cri ngi ng at my i mpude nce . "You're rig ht! " he say s, as 
they pop up ag ai n; Si bley i s  de lighte d, and I re sume bre athi ng . 

We make anothe r stop to look for a Vi ctori a spe ci alty , Sky Larks. As we walk a 
tractor road i n  a fallow fie l d, a cock phe asant flushe s across our path, calli ng . "That's 
one that a l ot of pe ople corre cte d me on" , he says. " I n  my book I sai d both the male and 
fe male call, but i n  fact the fe male doe sn't. " He i s  answe ri ng que sti ons I have n't e ve n  
aske d. What e lse i s  wrong wi th the books? "We ll, the re are a couple of li ttle thi ng s, "  he 
allows, " but not much, thankfully. " 

About a doze n Sky Larks oblige us, but only j ust. Si bley pe rse ve re s, howe ve r, and 
manage s to ge t a l ook throug h the scope , whi ch i s  no me an fe at. He i s  not one to pass up 
an opportuni ty . I ntroduce d ove r  a hundre d ye ars ag o, the Sky Larks, he say s, may now have 
e volve d to be come so di ffe re nt from thei r Eng li sh fore be ars that they are now " nati ve " . 
Thi s comi ng toge the r of re cre ati onal bi rdi ng and orni thology , I re ali ze , i s  a big part of 
what dri ve s the man. 

We board a busy Re me mbrance Day wee ke nd fe rry, Si bley to re lax, and e njoy some 
famous fe rry bi rdi ng , and me to ask que sti ons. As we e nte r Acti ve Pass, now de sig nate d  an 
I mportant Bi rd Are a, we see l arge numbe rs of g ulls. Si bley come s to li fe , hi s bi nocular 
foll owi ng one g ull, the n anothe r; Bonaparte 's, Me w, We ste rn hy bri d, and the re 's a 
Cali forni a . . . .  

Hi s bi rdi ng i s  flui d, and effi cie nt, and e ffortle ss, e ve n  wi th thousands of bi rds i n  
Acti ve Pass. "The re are two He rri ng Gulls he re , " he calls, "How common are they he re ? "  
The re are Thaye r's Gulls, too, i de nti fie d on the wi ng at 60 ki lome te rs pe r hour. Common 
M urre s and Paci fi c Loons flop out of the fe rry 's way , and the re i s  a late Bee rman's Gull. 
I n  a g ap be twee n the whee li ng flocks of gu lls, Si bley, the touri ng author, lowe rs hi s 
bi nocular and asks, "Are y ou g oi ng to do a formal i nte rview? "  

N o, I re ali ze ,  I am not. To ask more que sti ons see ms almost an i ntrusi on. At thi s 
poi nt i n  hi s li fe , at le ast, Davi d Si bley i s  i ne luctably i mme rse d i n  the world of bi rds, 
and hi s work. Thi s i s, I thi nk, who he i s, a re markable i ndi vi dual, and he i s  doi ng ju st 
exac tly what he wants to do wi th hi s li fe . 

{flJfD EUN ES FO R. SIT E {fUfO ES 

Si te Gui de s should be about two to three page s i n  le ng th. They should i nclude a map 
{ hand-draw n  i s  fi ne ) wi th di stance s to vie wi ng are as cle arly i ndi cate d  from the starti ng 
poi nt. L and marks and te rrai n should be note d, along wi th the bi rds see n  i n  se ason. Any 
unusual or spe ci al spe cie s should be gi ve n  and a local contact pe rson i s  al ways hel pful 
i nformati on. Hazards and close d are as should also be i ndi cate d so that we may all 
e xpe rie nce safe bi rdi ng . I te ms of hi stori cal or ge ologi cal i nte re st along the route should 
also be note d. M any bi rde rs are i nte re ste d i n  a broad range of natural hi story are as and 
i t  i s  ni ce to be able to sti mulate the g rey ce lls whi le patie ntly and quie tly awai ti ng the 
possi ble appe arance of an e lusi ve li fe bi rd. 
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Off to the Wind-Whipped Waters! 

BCFO 's seco nd pelagic birding ventu re ou t into the Pacific Ocean o ff the no rthern 
tip o f  Vancou ver I sland has no w been arranged. Members will be invited again this year to 
bo ard Naiad Explorer in Po rt McNeill fo r an all-day trip in search o f  what are certainly 
so me o f  British Co lu mbia's mo st challenging and exciting birds to see and stu dy. 

The trip is schedu led fo r Saturday , 

September 7 ,  2002 , to depart fro m Mackay 

Whale Watching in Port MCNeill . We want 
to bo ard the sleek and speedy 55 -foot 
Naiad Explorer at 0700h sharp, and head 
directly to ward Triangle I sland and 
beyo nd. Late mo rning and afternoo n 
westerlies can be a facto r in tho se 
waters in early September. They so mewhat 
limited ou r travels last year, bu t 
participants came ho me satisfied enou gh 
that virtu ally all want to try it again. 
This year ou r strategy is to beat the 
winds by getting away earlier, ru nning 
fu ll ou t to get well o ffsho re (sto pping 
alo ng the way o nly fo r exceptio nal birds 

o r  marine mam mals) , then chum ming and searching the ' best' waters fo r a few hou rs. W e  can 
then ru n back with the wind at ou r stern and loo k  fo r the in-sho re species that we may 
have passed in the mo rning. With any lu ck, the seas will remain calm all day, bu t do n't 
fo rget you r  rain gear and warm clo thing. 

There were mo re than 20 peo ple who registered too late fo r the 2001 trip and were 
disappo inted. Becau se this newsletter takes lo nger to get to tho se o f  you in the mo re 
remo te parts o f  t he pro vince, we have deci ded th at applications will be accepted only on 

May 1 and later . I n  this way, everyone has an equ al o ppo rtu nity. The first 33 members to 
register will be gu aranteed a po sition. A standby list will be kept to fill cancellatio ns. 
You will be no tified o f  you r  po sitio n, so please include you phone number and email 

address with your application . 

The co st will be the same as last year - $125 per member , $100 for student members 

in high school or younger . The co st inclu des 10 hou rs o n  the water, and co ffee, ju ices, 
warm sou p  and sandwiches o n  bo ard. A cheque mu st be mailed after May 1 and before July 31 , 

payable to Bryan Gates and addressed to : 

Bryan Gates , President BCFO 

3085 Uplands Road 

Victoria , B . C .  VSR 6B3 

Participants shou ld arrive in Po rt McNeill o n  Friday, September 6 and be prepared to 
stay throu gh Su nday, September 8 in case we are weathered ou t o n  Satu rday. Accommodations 

will be your responsibility . Two cho ices inclu de the Haida Way Motor Inn (250) 956-3373 

and the Dellwood Motel (250) 956-33 04 . Boo k  well in advance. C amping facilities are 
available in and arou nd Po rt McNeill. 

As with all BCFO field trips, you mu st be prepared to sign a liability release fo rm. 
The Naiad Explorer and MacKay W hale Watching are fu lly insu red fo r grou p travel. Mo re 

details abou t the bo at can be found in C.(!. C!Rb!Ait;, March 2001 (Vo l. 11 , No . 1 ) .  

Bryan R. Gates, P resident 
bgates@pacificco ast. net 
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Fort Nelson Extension 

25-28 June 2001 
by Tony Greenfield 

P.O. Box 319 
Sechelt, BC VON 3AO 
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Aft e r  ano the r ve ry succe ssful AGM i n  Dawso n Cree k, 34 BCFO me mbe rs de parte d 
i nt re pi dly fro m Mi le 0 o f  the Alaska Hi ghway fo r a five day e xte nsion to the Fo rt Ne lso n 
are a, a furthe r 500 kms up the hi ghway. Dawso n Cre e k  i s  i n  the Bo re al Plai ns e co re gi o n  o f  
BC , a n  e xte nsi o n  o f  the Prai rie s, wi th i ts aspe n parklands, po tho le s, whe at fie lds and 
grai n e lev ato rs. Imme di ate ly no rth o f  Fo rt St. Jo hn the landscape change s to a 
pre do mi nantly whi te spruce fo re st i nte rspe rse d wi th black spruce muske gs. Thi s i s  the 
Bo re al Black and Whi te Spruce bio geo cli mati c subz o ne .  The are a e ast o f  Fo rt Ne lso n  i s  also 
k no wn as t he Fo rt Ne lso n Lo wlands. 

Mo st o f  the 'Pe ace spe ci alty' bi rd spe ci e s, parti cularly the so -calle d 'Easte rn' 
warble rs we re duly re co rde d at the AGM i n  Dawso n Cree k. As e xpe cte d Cape May and Bay­
bre ast e d  Warble rs we re no t re po rte d the re , and t he se two spe ci e s  be came the mai n targe t 
spe ci e s  fo r the e xte nsi o n  as the y are re gular i n  the Fo rt Ne lso n  are a. 

Abo ut an ho ur afte r le avi ng Mi le 0, o ur fi rst sto p  was at Charlie Lake , j ust no rth 
o f  Fo rt St. Jo hn. Thi s i s  always a pro ductive bi rdi ng spo t, but maybe le ss so si nce the 
lo cal muni ci pali ty saw fi t to pave a dive rse , adjace nt we tland at the he ad o f  the lake to 
cre ate an RV park. On the mo rni ng o f  25th June we re co rde d 3 3  spe cie s  i n  a li tt le ove r an 
ho ur, wi th a flo ck o f  1000+ Frankli n's Gulls whee li ng noi si ly ove rhe ad, truly givi ng the 
i mpre ssi o n that we we re o n  the Prai rie s. 

Twe nty mi nute s afte r le avi ng Charlie Lake the Exte nsi o n  go t o ff to a dre am start 
whe n sharp e ye s  spo tte d a Gre at Gray Owl roo sti ng o n  a fe nce po st ri ght be si de the hi ghway. 
Le i sure ly vie ws of thi s spe ctacular No rthe rn i co n  we re o btai ne d by eve ryo ne .  

Pi nk Mo untai n at Mi le 140, i s  halfway be twee n D awso n Cre e k  and Fo rt Ne lso n. The 
mo untai n it se lf, an o utlie r of the No rthe rn Ro cki e s, i s  vi si ble fro m the Alaska Hi ghway 
but re qui re s a si de t ri p  of 20 kms up a stee p, ro ugh, swi tchbacki ng ro ad. The we athe r and 
ro ad co nditio ns we re dee me d  to be sati sfacto ry fo r maki ng the tri p and we late r thanke d 
o urse lve s fo r t aki ng the ti me and effo rt to do so . Pi nk Mo untai n, e levation 1787 met re s, 
affo rds acce ss to alpi ne habi tat, and all three ptarmi gan spe cie s have bee n  re co rde d 
the re . Once i n  the alpi ne the 34 parti ci pants fanne d o ut ove r the tundra-like mo untai nto p 
to try and lo cate a ptarmi gan. Luck was wi th us, and a pai r of Ro ck Ptarmi gan we re 
di scove re d clo se to the ro ad, and o nce agai n eve ryo ne had gre at vie ws o f  thi s so ught-afte r 
spe cie s. Ot he r bi rds see n  he re we re typi cal alpi ne/ sub- alpi ne spe cie s: - Ho rne d Lark, 
Ame ri can Pi pit ,  He rmi t Thrush, Dark-e ye d Junco and Go lde n-cro wne d Sparro w. 

Our fi rst de sti nati o n  on Day 2 was the Fo rt Ne lso n  Communi ty Fo re st whe re we fo und a 
v ari e ty of warb le rs i ncludi ng Magno li a, Te nne ssee ,  Ye llo w-rumpe d, Black-and-Whi te , 
Ame ri can Re dstart and Ove nbi rd. The star ho weve r, see n  by mo st, was an immaculate male 
Bay-bre aste d, o bse rve d at e ye -leve l. Othe r spe cie s see n  he re we re Ro se -bre aste d Gro sbe ak 
and a flo ck of Whi te -wi nge d Cro ssbi lls. Clo se to the gate we had o bse rve d a Pi le ate d 
Woo dpe cke r ne st i n  an aspe n, wi th three large and ve ry noi sy yo ung. Be fo re we le ft an eve n 
noi si e r  sce ne deve lo pe d as a Pi ne Marte n appe are d, wi th o bvio us de si gns o n  the yo ung 
bi rds. Amazi ngly, the marte n pro ce e de d  to stre tch o ut o n  a sho rt branch i n  fro nt o f  34 
peo ple , and just lay the re fo r five mi nute s. The adult Pi le ate d no w se t up an eve n mo re 
st ri de nt harangue to try and drive off the pre dato r whi le maki ng sho rt aggre ssive fli ghts 
i n  t he di re ctio n o f  the marte n. Eve ntually i t  was succe ssful, as the marte n tho ught be tte r 
of tangli ng wi th that fe arso me Pi le ate d bi ll, and de parte d fo r e asie r  pro spe cts. 

Our ne xt sto p  was at the ai rpo rt whe re a previo usly re po rte d U pland Sandpi pe r 
ob li ge d  and made a nu mbe r o f  peo ple ve ry happy. A pai r o f  Sandhi ll Crane s we re also 
pre se nt . Be fo re lunch we vi si te d  a mi xe d fo re st, ri pari an habi tat by the Muskwa Rive r, 
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and in addition to various warblers we had good views of another sought after species -
Ph ilad elphia Vireo. 

In the afternoon our first d estination was Parker Lake, j ust north of Fort N elson, 
at M ile 310. To our great delight sharp eyes detected a single SAB INE 'S GULL flying with 
the many B oneparte's - a vagrant species in this area, and one of the least likely species 
we ever expected to record o n  this trip. Then we d rove north to Kled o  Creek Provincial 
Park at M ile 3 3 6, traditionally a good location for B ay-breasted Warbler. We were hind ered 
here by a rainstorm, and the habitat has been somewhat depleted by recent logging of th e 
adj acent white spruce stand s. However, we eventually found the warbler high in a tall 
balsam poplar. 

That night in Fort N elson, M ike and Sharon Toochin who were birding ind epend ently in 
the area, arrived to announce they had discov ered an unbelievable species at the airport. 
Thus, early the next morning, 34 BCFO'ers plus M ike and Sharon, were lined up at the chain 
link fence by the control tower at Fort N elson airport, where much to our chagrin, when we 
need ed silence, N avcan had a large j et id ling noisily away on the runway. Despite this, 
the combined eyes and ears of the gathered assembly eventually managed to relocate a 
species that few ever expected to see in BC - a SPRAGUE 'S PIPIT. Initially it was high in 
the sky, performing its flutter flight and singing its tinkling Canyon Wren -like song. 
Then it d ropped to the ground into some med ium l ength grass, besid e the runway, and 
immed iately in front of us. We managed to locate it in the grass, and telescopes gave us 
partial views of it s head . At this point murmurs of f rustration inspired E lise Rud land to 
knock on the door of the airport control tower which was only a few metres away • . .  and 
that is how one of the most unlikely scenes in BC ornithological history unfold ed . .. 3 6  

bird ers standing o n  a balcony of the Fort N elson airport control tower staring d own with 
scopes and binoculars at a SPRAGUE 'S PIPIT. Thanks E lise, and thanks also to the air 
traffic controller who no d oubt bent a few rules to allow this to happen. 

In mid-morning we mad e the short d rive to the Fort N elson sewage lagoon. What 
bird ing trip would be complete without a trip to the sewage lagoon? The one kilometre road 
into the lagoon was vegetated either sid e with aspen and willows and it was here in this 
unlikely spot, that a striking male Cape M ay Warbler made an appearance and was well seen 
by almost everyone. 

In the afternoon we revisited Parker L ake in hopes of locating Yellow-bellied 
Flycatcher, or Palm Warbler, before head ing up to Mile 32 6 and turning north on the Liard 
Highway toward s the N orthwest Territories. Stops were mad e  at various pond s and beaver 
d ams looking for Rusty B lackbird - to no avail - but B ohemian Waxwing was a nice add ition 
to our list. It was at the B ohemian Waxwing location that an extraordinary event unfold ed 
- a series of loud cracking noises from the bush on the other sid e of the road , followed 
soon after, by a giant aspen crashing to the ground uncomfortably close to the group. 
Given that the day was d ead calm, the chance of this - happening at the exact moment when 
our group was standing right there must be infinitesimal. Perhaps about the same chance as 
being at the Fort N elson airport when a Sprague's Pipit shows up! 

The fourth d ay had been planned for a visit to the alpine at Stone M ountain 
Provincial Park at M ile 4 0 0  of the Alaska High way. However, BC Parks had recently locked a 
gate at the bottom of the road to prevent the poaching of caribou and that meant a long 
hike. A call to BC Parks red irected us to similar habitat on the N onda Creek Road at Mile 
42 8. At a microwav e tower atop the mountain a wintry wind was howling, but our group 
spread out again, and within an hour we had recorded a group of three Willow Ptarmigan, 
American Pipit, Mountain B luebird, Townsend's Solitaire and N orthern Harrier. O n  the 
d escent through th e sub-alpine zone sharp ears d etected a d iff erent sounding thrush and an 
intensive effort prod uced convincing sights and sound s that this was ind eed a GRAY-CHEE KED 
THRUSH, another species not expected on this trip. The same stop also prod uced B lackpoll 
Warbler and American Tree Sparrow. B efore this trip no-one was aware of the N ond a Creek 
Road as a birding d estination, but if Gray-cheeked Thrush proves to be regular there, it 
may well be the most accessible location in the province for the species. On the retu rn 
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j o urne y two mo re Gre at Gray Owls we re spo tte d in a me ado w  j ust no rth o f  Fo rt Ne lso n, to 
co nclude a ve ry succe ssful day. 

The Exte nsio n o fficially e nde d in Fo rt Ne lso n, but mo st o f  the gro up birde d the ir 
way back to Dawso n Cre e k  the fo llo wing day. The co nse nsus was that this was a highly 
succe ssful and e nj o yable trip. The birds we re gre at, with mo st o f  the targe t birds, such 
as Cape M ay and Bay-bre aste d Warble rs, U pland Sandpipe r, Ro ck and Willo w Ptarmigan, and 
Gre at Gray Owl be ing fo und. The trip was highlighte d by the stunning rarity, Sprague 's 
Pipit, the une xpe cte d Sabine 's Gull, and the Gr ay-chee ke d  Thrush which co nstitute s a 
significant e xte nsio n o f  the kno wn range o f  this spe cie s in BC. On the ne gative side o f  
the le dge r, the two spe cie s, Ye llo w-be llie d Flycatche r and Co nne cticut Warble r, that have 
fre que ntly bee n  the bane o f  BC birde rs, e lude d us o nce again. A to tal o f  118 spe cie s we re 
o bse rve d  o n  the trip. 

Apart fro m the birds, this was a gre at gro up o f  peo ple to travel with. Spe cial 
thanks are due to le ade r Bryan Gate s, to van drive rs Bryan Gate s and Rand Rudland, to Mike 
Too chin fo r his skill in spo tting the Sprague 's Pipit and sharing it with us, and to E lise 
Rudland fo r wo rking he r magic with the co ntro l to we r. 

H aving ve nture d as far as M ile 428 o n  the Alaska Highway, it no w see ms lo gical fo r 
BCFO to co nte mp late a visit to e ve n  furthe r no rthe rn de stinatio ns. Haine s Ro ad, the 
Yuko n, the De mpste r H ighway, He rsche l Island anyo ne ? 

AlllHO� fN Tf-lfS fSSlJ£ 
Chris Charle swo rth 

Chris, a me mbe r o f  the Ce ntral Okanagan Naturalists Club, has bee n  birding in the 
Okanagan fo r abo ut 7 ye ars. He has le ad many gro ups birding in the are a and we lco me s  
calls fro m inte re ste d visiting birde rs. 

To ny Gree nfie ld 
Fo rme r pre side nt of the BCFO, To ny has bee n  an active birde r on the Sunshine Co ast, 
and aro und the pro vince , fo r o ve r  20 ye ars. 

Je re my K imm 
Bio no t re ce ive d by publicatio n de adline - Je re my was pro bably o ut chasing rapto rs. 

M artin K .  M cNicho ll 
M artin, o ur pre se nt Jo urnal e dito r, has had an inte re st in birds fro m  e arly 
childhoo d. An autho r or co -autho r o f  o ve r  200 publicatio ns, and bo ard me mbe r o f  28 

o rganizatio ns, M artin co ntinue s his wo rk as an o rnitho lo gical fie ld re se arche r. 

Guy L. Mo nty 
A native o f  Washingto n State , Guy e migrate d to Canada in 1990 . Since the n, he has 
live d at varie d lo catio ns in B.C. as dive rse as the Sunshine Co ast, Oo tsa Lake in 
the Ce ntral Inte rio r, and all o ve r  Vanco uve r Island, wo rking as a lo gge r, ranch 
fo re man, wildlife te chnician, and birding guide . 

Prue Spitman 
Prue first be came inte re ste d in birds during he r childhood in England. She and he r 
husband Be rnie are no w re tire d and ple ase d that wo rk no lo nge r impe de s the ir pursuit 
o f  birding. U ntil re ce ntly, Prue was a Rare Bird Ale rt o pe rato r  fo r the V anco uve r 
Natural H isto ry So cie ty. 

Bruce Whittingto n 
Bruce , a ve ry kee n birde r, is the curre nt pre side nt o f  the Victo ria Natural H isto ry 
So cie ty and is also e xe cutive dire cto r o f  the Habitat Acquisitio n Trust (HAT) . 

� 
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Foreword 

E.C. Er�mrNa 

2002 Interior Swan Count 

pre pare d b y  Ri ck Howie , 8 Feb ruary 2002 

March 2002 

January 13, 2002 marke d the 2 9th annual Inte ri or Swan count. Nine ty-s e ve n  me mbe rs I 
frie nds of te n naturalis t clubs affi liate d wi th the Fe de rati on of BC Naturalis ts talli e d  
tradi tional are as in the drai nage s of the Thomps on, Shus wap, Okanagan, Nicola, Koote nay ,  
Columb ia, Slocan, Crooke d, Stuart and Nautle y Rive rs . The totals we re 178 Tundra Swans , 
6 92 Trumpe te r Swans and one Mute Swan and 18 unide ntifie d for a grand total of 88 9 b irds .  

In orde r to avoid confus i ng the tre nd data alre ady es tab lis he d for the s outhe rn 
inte ri or count, I am goi ng to maintain se parate s e cti ons to de al with the ce ntral 
inte rior, s outhe rn inte rior and We s t  Koote nays . 

Southern Interior 

The total numbe r of all s pe cie s i n  the s outhe rn inte rior count are a was 687 b irds . 
This is we ll be low the hi ghes t count whi ch e xcee de d  1000 birds ,  b ut i t  is none the less a 
ve ry res pe ctab le total. It is pos s ib le that ge ne rally mi ld we athe r around the inte ri or di d 
not pus h as many Trumpe te rs s wans so uth this ye ar, allowi ng more Tundra Swans to winte r on 
the South Thomps on Ri ve r. 

The tally of 178 Tundra Swans was an i ncre ase ove r pas t ye ars , b ut nowhe re ne ar 
his toric high counts that have e xcee de d  600 b irds . Juve ni le s comprise d  14 % of the 
populati on which is wi thi n the 6-2 9 %  range that has bee n re corde d ove r e arlie r pe riods of 
the count. The te n ye ar ave rage for juve ni les during the pe riod 1 973-83 was ab out 26%. 

Trumpe te r Swans totale d 4 90 bi rds . Juve ni les compri s e d 13% of the populati on whi ch 
is be low the ave rage of 21% that we have see n i n  pas t ye ars . 

The 18 unide ntifie d bi rds on the Shus wap Ri ve r  we re li ke ly Trumpe te r Swans b ut b oth 
s pe cie s are pos s ib le the re ,  s o  the obse rvers we re appropri ate ly cauti ous i n  the ir 
ide ntifi cati on. 

The lone Mute Swan on Nicola Lake is a res i de nt bi rd that has bee n i n  the Ni cola 
Valley for a fe w ye ars now, b ut ofte n vanis hes or be comes hard to find during mos t 
winte rs . 

Water Level.s and Other Habitat Comments 

Wate r  le ve ls i n  the South Thomps on Ri ve r we re close to the long-te rm ave rage and 
1 c1 ng conditions we re not limiti ng in any way. The numbe r of bi rds on the rive r was not 
s ignificantly ab ove ave rage . 

Resul.ts by Area 

AREA TUNDRA TRUMPETER MUTE TOTAL 

ad juv ad juv 

A 0 0 1 1  0 1 12 

B 0 0 2 0 0 2 

c 87 9 92 15 0 203 
D 3 0 103 20 0 126 
E 1 0 56 2 0 5 9  

F 0 0 14 2 0 16 

G 6 0 56 9 ( +18 unid. Swans ) 8 9  

H 2 0 54 8 0 64 

I 33 8 15 5 0 6 1  
J 0 0 6 0 0 6 
K 0 0 3 0 0 3 

L 0 0 7 3 0 10 

M 1 1  6 0 0 0 17 

N 10 2 7 0 0 1 9  
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0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

p 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Q 0 0 0 0 0 NC 
R 0 0 0 0 0 0 

s 0 0 0 0 0 0 

T 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Totals 153 25 426 64 1 (+ 18 un) 687 

Central Interior Counts 
E ight naturalist club me mbe rs conducte d the ce ntral inte rior tally with three are as 

bei ng counte d this ye ar. The y we re from P rince Ge orge to the Nautle y Rive r, the C rooke d 
Rive r  and the Stuart Rive r. 188 Trumpe te rs we re locate d with 169 adults and 19 i mmature s 
making up the count. The 11% j uve nile s  see ms low. 

Results by Area 

AREA TUNDRA TRUMPETER TOTAL 

ad juv ad juv 

C -A 38 0 38 

C -B 15 1 16 

c-c 1 16 18 134 

Totals 1 6 9  1 9  188 

West Kootenay 
Two pe ople tallie d the Slocan Rive r and part of the Koote nay Rive r  to tally 14 

Trumpe te r Swans. Thirty-six pe rce nt we re j uve nile s, but with the small total numbe rs and 
bri e f  history for this count, it is difficult to place this figure into a tre nd conte xt. 

Results by Area 

AREA TUNDRA TRUMPETER TOTAL 

ad juv ad juv 

K-A 
K-B 0 0 0 0 (partial count) 
K-C 
K-D 
K-E 0 0 0 0 

K-F 0 0 9 5 

Totals 0 0 9 5 

See page s 25-26 for are a de scriptions and participants. 

Forward 

2002 Interior Eagle Count 
prepared by Rick Howie, 13 February 2002 

NC 
0 

NC 
NC 

0 

14 

1 4  

On January 13,  2002 , 97 me mbe rs of 10 inte rior naturalist clubs (FBCN affiliate s) 
conducted an e agle count in conj unction with the annual swan count. The y tallie d 
trad itional are as in the drainage s of the Thompson, Shuswap, Okanagan, Nicola, Koote nay, 
C olumbia, Slocan, C rooke d, Stuart and Nautle y Rive rs. The totals for all are as we re 249 

B ald E agle s ( 166 adult, 8 3  immature ) , 16 Golde n E agle s ( 1 5 adult, 1 immature ) and four 
unide ntifie d for a total of 269 birds of both spe cie s. In 200 1,  we had 24 3 individuals of 
all spe cie s. The following summary will be discusse d by broad ge ographic are as. 

Southern Interior 

In the southe rn inte rior 228 Bald E agle s ( 147 adults, 81 sub-ad ults) 
along with 16 Golde n E agle s ( 1 5 adult, 1 sub-adult) and four unide ntifie d 
248 birds. In 200 1 ,  we had 178 B ald E agle s, which was the highe st count to 
Gol de n E agle s  for a total of 2 38 birds. 

we re talli e d  
for a total of 
d ate , and te n 
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The s ub-adults compris e d  35 . 5 % of the Bald Eagle t ot al wh ich is with in the range of 
20- 38 %  th at we h ave not e d ove r the firs t s ix ye ars of count ing. The one s ub-adult Golde n 
re pre s e nt e d 6 %  of the t ot al, and these num be rs h ave varie d from 0-33% ove r the ye ars , with 
s ub-adult s  se ldom be ing re port e d. 

The Bald Eagle count see ms t o  be on an upward t re nd wh ich is e ncouraging and 
cons iste nt with a ge ne ral incre ase in the populat ions i n  the we st . 

1995 ( 11 6 )  

1996 ( 1 64 ) 

1997 ( 11 6 )  

1998 ( 163 ) 

1999 ( 15 6 )  

2000 ( 1 68 ) 

2001 ( 17 8 )  

2002 ( 22 8 )  

Again, . s ome are as we re not count e d  th is ye ar, wh ich I am s ure would h ave put us t o  a 
ne w re cord h igh if the y h ad bee n  s urve ye d. I als o know of othe r e agle conce nt rat ions wh ich 
h ave gone uncounte d t o  date and I am s ure th at if we wante d t o  e mbrace a large r group of 
e agle wat che rs , we could e xpand our knowle dge cons ide rably. Condit ions for s pott ing Golde n 
Eagles see me d  ge ne rally much bette r than duri ng s ome ye ars . I s us pe ct the wide -ranging 
nat ure of t h is s pe cies during the winter combine d with variable s urve ying condit ions make 
it difficult t o  obt ain cons ist e nt dat a. 

Results by Area 

AREA BALD EAGLE GOLDEN EAGLE TOTAL 

ad juv ad juv 

A 12 5 0 0 17 

B 0 0 0 0 0 

c 1 1  14 3 0 28 

D 8 9 1 0 18 

E 4 5 0 0 9 

F 1 0 0 0 1 

G 2 0 0 0 2 

H 22 1 0 0 23 +1 unide nt ifie d 
I 12 1 1  2 0 25 + 1  uni de nt i fi e d  
J 9 2 0 0 1 1  

K 7 0 0 0 7 

L 0 1 0 0 1 

M 12 8 0 0 20 

N 11 5 0 0 16 

0 3 7 0 0 10 

p 10 1 2 0 13 

Q 0 0 0 0 NC 
R 13 2 7 1 23 +2 unide nt ifie d 
s 10 10 0 0 20 

Totals 147 81 15 1 248 

Central Interior 

The ce nt ral inte rior counts t allie d 12 Bald Eagles ( 1 1 adults , 1 s ub- adult ) and no 
Golde n Eagles . Nine pe rce nt j uve niles is be low the range note d for more s outhe rn winte ring 
populat ions . As more counts and informat ion is re ce ive d from these are as , more comme nt s 
about t re nds will be pos s ible , and com me nts are we lcome d from the Prince Ge orge s urve yors . 

Results by Area 

AREA BALD EAGLE GOLDEN EAGLE TOTAL 

ad juv ad juv 
C-A 8 1 0 0 9 
C-B 1 0 0 1 

c-c 2 0 0 0 2 

Totals 11 1 0 0 12 
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West Kootenay 
The s urve y are a was s ome what s malle r this ye ar th� �as� , 

s ub -ad ult B ald Eagle s we re tallied. This total will und oubted�y 
ye ars . 

AREA BALD EAGLE GOLDEN EAGLE TOTAL 

ad juv ad juv 

K-A NC 
K-B 6 1 0 0 (partial count) 7 
K-C NC 
K-D NC 
K-E 0 0 0 0 0 

K-F 2 0 0 0 2 

Totals 8 1 0 0 9 

Area Descriptions (for both Swan and Eagle Counts) 

A 
B 
c 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H 
I 
J 
K 
L 
M 

N 
0 
p 
Q 
R 
s 
T 

C-A 
C -B 
c-c 

K-A 
K-B 
K-C 
K-D 
K-E 
K-F 

Me rritt to Douglas Lake 
South Thomps on Rive r - Kamloops Lake e as t  to Hwy. #5 
South Thomps on Rive r - Hwy. #5 to ce me nt plant 
South Thomps on Rive r - ce me nt plant to P ri tchard 
South Thomps on Rive r - P ritchard to Chase 
Chase to Angle mont - Little and Big Shus wap Lake s 
Tappe n to Si camous - Shus wap Lake 
Sicamous to Ende rby - Shus wap Rive r, Mara Lake 
Pe achland to Os oyoos and USA borde r 
Mabe l Lake 
Ende rb y  to Mabe l Lake - Shus wap Rive r 
Kamloops L ake to Savona 
Ke lowna Are a - Okanagan Lake 
Ve rnon Are a - Okanagan Lake 
Ste rling Cre e k  - P rince ton - Allis on Lake 
Os oyoos - Ste rling Cre e k  along Similkamee n d rainage 
Ad ams Lake 
Ke ttle Rive r Chris tian Valle y 
Me rritt to Spe nces Brid ge 
Kamloops to Nicola Lake - Hwy. #S a 

P ri nce Ge orge to Nautle y Rive r 
Crooked Rive r 
Stuart Rive r 

Columbia Ri ve r - Cas tle gar - Trail are a 
Koote nay Rive r - Cas tle gar to Ne ls on 
Koote nay Lake - Ne ls on to Kokanee C ree k P ark 
Koote nay Lake - Kokanee P ark to Balfour 
Slocan Rive r - Shore acres to Le mon Cree k 
Slocan Rive r - Le mon Cre e k  to Slocan City 

�.-:;- --e .,. 2 Nl,.,.,-....e,... 

PAGE 2S 



Volume 12 Numbe r  1 E.C. EI�ING March 2002 

Participants for both Swan and Eagle Counts 

Kamloops Area 

Geo rge Gard ne r, W illy Haras, Rick Ho wie , W ayne Jenn in gs, Jane t Killo ran , Eric 
M cAlary, Andy Ranise th, Syd Ro be rts 

Shuswap Area 
Claude tte Carlso n, Eileen Fo garasche r, Mr. & Mrs. Griggs, Do ris Kime , F ran k  Kime , 
M arg M acDo nald, Dave M acDon ald, Ro lland Me lhau pt, M r .  & M rs. No ake s, Archie 
Phillips, Jo an Phillips, Mr. & Mrs. Ro bin son ,  Lillian Smiley, Vi Spe nce r 

Vernon Area 

Kay Bartho lome w, Pe te r Blo kke r, Candis Eike rmann , Caro l Faudrey, Carey F audrey, Ph il 
Jo ne s, Te rry Lod ge ,  Daphne Mann ing, Pe te r Mayfie ld, Pa t M cAlliste r, Virgin ia M cLe an, 
Ern ie M cNau ghto n, Bo b M cVicar, Chu ck Pe co r, Jo hn Qu irk, Shirley Qu irk, Pe te r 
Sprin ge r. 

Kelowna Area 
Ho ward Braun, Chris Charle swo rth, Bill Cu tfie ld, Ce cil Dillabou gh, Elke F ische r, 
W alte r F ische r, T re vo r  Fo rde r, Rick Gee ,  Alice Hargre ave s, Don Latta, Judy Latta, 
Ne ttie Ove rho ff, Ry an Tomlinson , Judy Thoms, Hu gh We stheu se r, Pat We stheu se r, 
Gwy nne th W ilso n 

South Okanagan Area 
Grace And rade , Charlie Du ncan , Ev a Du ran ce , Freda Easy,  
Hard ing, Kathryn M cCou rt, Donna M cDe rmat, Lee M cF ad gen , 
Lau rie Ro ckwe ll, Gle nd a Ro ss 

Sicamous - Enderby Area 

Dick M ann , M iki M an n, She ry l vanDu sen 

Princeton Area 
Eilee n Lo gan, Trish Re id, M ade line Schou ten , Pau l Wylie 

Lower Nicola Valley 

Cathy Crack, Dave Crack 

Upper Nicola Valley 

W ay ne We be r  

Kettle River 

Bru ce Mo rge nste rn , Pe arl Mo rgen ste rn 

Prince George - Nautley River & Stuart Rivers 

He le n Anton iazzi, Dan Dun lo p, Todd He ake s, Nan cy Krue ge r  

Crooked River 

Rae Fo wle r, Jim Ginns, Be v 
Arlene Re id, Pat Re id, 

I van Cartwright, Mede a Cu rte anu ,  Sand ra He pbu rn , Laird L aw 

West Kootenays 

Sharo n Le llio tt, Gary Le llio tt 
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B . C .  Field Ornithologists 12� AGM 

Saturday/ Sunday Morning Field Trips - June 8 / 9 , 2002 

1 .  Field Trip to Horsefly Bay on Quesnel Lake (This field trip will leave at 6 a m. ) 

Horse fly Bay lie s ne ar the we st e nd of Q ue sne l Lake , on the e dge of the inte rior 
we tbe lt. The Horse fly Rive r  drains into the bay, and the re sulting e stuary marshe s and 
riparian bottomland are borde re d by Ce dar, He mlock and Spruce fore sts. The Bay is a 
dramatic de parture from the ce ntral Cariboo grasslands. Re side nt birds include Ste lle r's 
Jay, Winte r Wre n and Che stnut-backe d Chickadee . Ju ne see s  the arrival of Magnolia Warble rs 
and Ame rican Re dstarts. This is an are a with gre at pote ntial but has had ve ry little 
birding cove rage . 

2 .  Field Trip to Becher ' s  Prairie and Farwell Canyon (This field trip will lea ve at 6 am. ) 

Be che r's Prairie and Farwe ll Canyon are locate d we st of Williams Lake ne ar Riske 
Cre e k  on Highway 20 . The route will trave rse a varie ty of bird habitats including inte rior 
Douglas-fir fore st, ope n grasslands, and nume rous small ponds and riparian are as. Avian 
spe cie s which may be obse rve d include Le wis' s Woodpe cke r, White -throate d Swift, Golde n 
E agle , Prai rie Falcon, Long-bille d Curle w, plove rs, godwits, phalarope , Wh ite Pe licans, 
Sharp-taile d Grouse , Marsh Wre n, Horne d Larks and Mountain Blue birds. The trip should 
supply obse rvations of abundant wate rfowl spe cie s as we ll as an E are d Gre be ne sting 
colony. An e xtra bonus may be the chance to vie w a he rd of California bighorn shee p. 

3 .  Field Trip along the Dog Creek Road (This field trip will leave at 6 a m . ) 

This trip will provide birding .opportunitie s at se ve ral stops on the Dog Cree k road 
be twe e n  Williams Lake and Dog Cre e k. We will stop at a fe w lake s ne ar Springhouse to vie w 
wate rfowl. At the Re id mann Bird Sanctuary at Alkali Lake pe licans, gre be s, ducks and gee se 
may be obse rve d. Le wis's Woodpe cke r and Long-bille d Curle w may be see n  in the grasslands 
furthe r along. At a stop at a highe r e le vation ove rlooking the Frase r Rive r  bute os and 
e agle s can be e xpe cte d. De sce nding into the valle y at Dog Cree k we will che ck out spe cie s 
in the valle y bottom and along the cliffs; possibilitie s include Prairie Falcon, Pe re grine 
Falcon and spe cie s of flycatche rs, warble rs and sparrows. 

4 .  Field Trip to Walker Valley (This field trip will leave at 6 a m . ) 

Walke r Valle y is a small valle y e xte nding north from the 108 Mile Ranch subdivision 
northwe st toward Lac La Hache . The valle y has e xte nsive ponds and we tlands, and most of 
the warm aspe ct slope s are grasslands. U plan d are as are fore ste d with Douglas-fir, 
lodge pole pine and aspe n. Part of the valle y is adjace nt to the 108 Ranch subdivision and 
forms part of the prote cte d 'gree nbe lt' for the Ranch. Birds are ple ntiful in the valle y 
and local birde rs have liste d ove r 80 spe cie s. Fie ld trip participants can e xpe ct to see 
ne sting Black Te rns and E are d  Gre be s, E aste rn Kingbirds, Mountain Blue birds, We ste rn 
Tanage rs, and many spe cie s of wate rfowl and warble r. Sandhill crane s are ofte n see n  
fee ding in the we tland are as. The dry Douglas-fir and lodge pole pine fore sts around the 
valle y are home to various woodpe cke rs and flycatche rs, grouse and othe r spe cie s. 
Participants will le ave Williams Lake at 6 am and mee t  at the He ritage Ce ntre e ntrance for 
the 108 Mile R anch subdivision on Highway 97 ( about 50 minute s of trave ling time ) . The 
e ntrance is signe d on the highway, and has a parking are a and washroom. The fie ld trip 
le ade rs will mee t  you at the parking lot and take you to Walke r Valle y. 

For all four trips the field trip participants should arrive back 

in Williams Lake at about 11 am .  

Scout Island Nature Centre 

For participant s coming t o  Williams Lake e arly, birding at the Scout I sland 
Ce ntre is re comme nde d. With the varie ty of habitats and migration of se ve ral bird 
at this time of the ye ar through the Williams Lake Rive r  Valle y the re should be 
opportunitie s to e nj oy birding along the trails of the Nature Ce ntre . 

Nature 
spe cie s 
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by Ken Morg an 

And the Gold Medal goes to . . . . . .  the Okanagan ! 

Welcome back to L ister 's Cor ner . This year 46 contr ibutor s submitted lists - this 
incr ease i n  par ticipation r ever ses a 2 year tr end of declining submissions. P er haps ther e 
is mor e inter est in listing than what had been suggested. Thank you contr ibutor s. 

So • . .  what was I going on about r egar ding the Okanagan r eceiving the Gold Medal? In 
the spir it of the r ecent Olympic Games, I decided to see what ar ea was Best Birded . For 
each ar ea (excluding Wor ld totals) I calculated the aver age per centage of bir ds seen based 
upon the top 4 r epor ted number s. And the Okanagan ar ea scor ed highest (87 . 7% )  followed 
closely by BC (86 . 9% ) . Although this cr ude measur e is f illed with many biases (e.g., 
locations of sever al of BC's top bir der s, bir ding destination tar geted by many, etc., ) I 
did find the exer cise enlightening. It suggested that many ar eas ar e ver y well bir ded 
wher eas other s (e.g., the Q ueen Char lotte Islands, Kamloops, and the West Kootenay ar eas) 
r eceive far less attention. Sur e, you can ar gue that it is diff icult and expensive to 
tr avel to the Char lottes, but why ar e some other ar eas so poor ly explor ed? I have my own 
views on this, but I would love to hear your s. Why not send your thoughts to the editor s? 
They ar e always pleased to pr int letter s fr om our member ship. 

In less than 24 hour s I will be heading to Santa Bar bar a, Califor nia to attend the 
annual P acific Seabir d Gr oup meeting. Although the week will be spent pr imar ily inside, I 
have signed up for a f ield tr ip to find Calif or nia Condor s! And in Apr il, I head down to 
Texas for another we ek - this time str ictly bir ding. H aving never bir ded in Texas (nor 
most other states) I expect to signif icantly incr ease my ABA total this year . And so, 
her e's a challenge. I challenge all lister s to r ack up the biggest per centage incr ease in 
ONE ar ea. The winner will be announced a year fr om now. The pr ize? The admir ation and 
r espect (and per haps even some j ealousy) of all your f ellow lister s. 

Regular contr ibutor s may have noticed th at I did not carry f or war d total s for those 
individuals who contr ibuted last year but either f or got to send me their lists or th ey did 
not r epor t on some of the ar eas they included last year . In pr evious year s, I have car r ied 
for war d t hose or phans but I have elected not to do so any longer . If a per son doesn't send 
me their totals, their number s from the previous r epor t will not be listed. 

One final comment - sever al ar eas including Pr inceton (especially) , the Char lottes, 
West Kootenays and Cr eston Valley may be dr opped next year if ther e ar en't a few mor e 
contr ibutor s. So, if you f eel passionate about seeing those ar eas in this ar ticle and as 
of yet have not sent in totals for those same locations, please do so next year . 

H ave a gr eat year bir ding! 

Hue MacKenzie 
Jo Ann MacKenzie 
David Stirling 
Keith Riding 
Ron Walker 
Stefan Zaremba 
Mike Toochin 
Dick Cannings 
Barbara Begg 
Ken Taylor 
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3816 

381 3 

3610 

2915 

2893 

2670 

2578 

2537 

2330 

1349 

Listing Totals To 31 December 2001 

World (9808 species) 

38.9 Laird Law 1343 1 3.7 

38.9 Bryan Gates 1 31 1  1 3.4 

36.8 Eric Tull 1 270 1 2.9 

29.7 Don Wilson 970 9.9 
29.5 Andy Buhler 858 8.7 
27.2 Marilyn Buhler 856 8.7 
26.3 John Sprague 815 8.3 

25.9 Wayne Weber 726 7.4 

23.8 Val George 712 7.3 

1 3.8 Ken Morgan 560 5.7 
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Mike Toochin 
Stefan Zaremba 
Hank Vanderpol 
Jo Ann MacKenzie 
Hue MacKenzie 
David Stirling 
Wayne Weber 
Eric Tull 
Russ Tkachuk 
Eric MacBean 
Audrey Viken 
Keith Riding 
Tony Greenfield 
John Kalman 
Marika Ainley 
John Sprague 
Dorothy Copp 
Mabel Crocker 
Lloyd Esralson 
Dick Cannings 
Bryan Gates 
Avg. = 78.3% 

Hue MacKenzie 
Jo Ann MacKenzie 
David Stirling 
Mike Toochin 
Eric Tull 
Marika Ainley 
Wayne Weber 
Eric MacBean 
Dick Cannings 
Stefan Zaremba 
Russ Tkachuk 
Martin McNichol! 
Hank Vanderpol 
Audrey Viken 
Mike McGrenere 
John Kalman 
Barb Begg 
Ken Morgan 
Keith Riding 
Tony Greenfield 
Avg. = 78.3% 

Mike Toochin 
Jo Ann MacKenzie 
Hue MacKenzie 
David Stirling 
Wayne Weber 
Tony Greenfield 
Dick Cannings 
Hank Vanderpol 

752 
712 

710 

700 

693 

663 

660 

644 
638 

615 

601 

599 

596 

585 

580 

579 

577 

574 

574 

561 

558 

51 1 

51 1 

482 

481 

479 

464 
454 
453 
448 
442 

440 

436 

435 
433 

428 

427 

426 

420 

419 

41 5 

432 

421 

41 8 

412 

407 

401 

391 

389 

8 1 .9 

77.6 

77.3 

76.3 

75.5 

72.2 

71 .9 

70.2 

69.5 

67.0 

65.5 

65.3 

64.9 

63.7 

63.2 

63.1 

62.9 

62.5 

62.5 

61 .1 

60.8 

80.6 

80.6 

76.0 

75.9 

75.6 

73.2 

71 .6 

71 .5 

70.7 

69.7 

69.4 

68.8 

68.6 

68.3 

67.5 

67.4 

67.2 

66.2 

66.1 

65.5 

89.3 

86.9 

86.4 

85.1 

84.1 

82.9 

80.8 

80.4 

E.C. Ef£DfNG 

A.B.A Area (918 species) 

Bill Cutfield 
Don Wilson 
Barbara Begg 
Martin McNichol! 
Ron Walker 
Chris Charlesworth 
Ken Klimko 
Andy Buhler 
Marilyn Buhler 
Ken Taylor 
Laird Law 
Larry Cowan 
Murray Brown 
Ken Morgan 
Laure Neish 
Dannie Carsen 
Peter Blokker 
Rand Rudland 
Guy Monty 
Randy Rawluk 
Laurie Rockwell 

Canada (634 species) 

Bill Cutfield 
Lloyd Esralson 
Larry Cowan 
Bryan Gates 
Don Wilson 
Peter Blokker 
John Sprague 
Murray Brown 
Laird Law 
Rand Rudland 
Guy Monty 
Ron Walker 
Andy Buhler 
Marilyn Buhler 
Mabel Crocker 
Brian Stech 
Dannie Carsen 
Laure Neish 
Laurie Rockwell 

British Columbia (484 species) 

Don Wilson 
Ken Morgan 
Guy Monty 
Chris Charlesworth 
Murray Brown 
Ron Walker 
Andy Buhler 
Marilyn Buhler 

557 

551 

548 
518 

516 

503 

501 
500 

500 

456 

452 

445 

444 
434 

406 

397 

392 

370 

364 
324 

314 

414 

41 3 

41 0 

408 

388 

385 

385 

384 

363 

360 

359 

359 

342 

342 

334 
334 

332 

313 

309 

359 

356 

353 

352 

347 

347 

338 

338 
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60.7 

60.0 

59.7 

56.4 

56.2 

54.8 

54.6 

54.5 

54.5 

49.7 

49.2 

48.5 

48.4 

47.3 

44.2 

43.2 

43.1 

40.3 

39.7 

35.3 

34.2 

65.3 

65.1 

64.7 

64.4 

6 1 .2 

60.7 

60.7 

60.6 

57.3 

56.8 

56.6 

56.6 

53.9 

53.9 

52.7 

52.7 

52.4 

49.4 

48.3 

74.2 

73.6 

72.9 

72.7 

71 .7 

71 .7 

69.8 

69.8 
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NAME TOTAL PERCENT NAME TOTAL PERCENT {cont.} 
Bryan Gates 385 79.5 Laird Law 338 69.8 

Russ Tkachuk 384 79.3 Eric Tull 331 68.4 

Keith Riding 377 77.9 Dannie Carsen 328 67.8 

Eric MacBean 375 77.5 Peter Blokker 326 67.4 

Audrey Viken 374 77.3 Rand Rudland 326 67.4 

Lloyd Esralson 373 77.1 Martin McNicholl 325 67.1 

Barb Begg 372 76.9 John Vooys 321 66.3 
John Kalman 371 76.7 Marika Ainley 315 65.1 

Mike McGrenere 369 76.2 John Sprague 31 1 64.3 

Stefan Zaremba 368 76.0 Ken Taylor 310 64.0 

Larry Cowan 361 74.6 Laurie Rockwell 306 63.2 

Ken Klimko 361 74.6 Bill Cuttield 299 61 .8 

Val George 360 74.4 Randy Rawluk 255 52.7 

Avg. = 86.9% 

Alberta (394 species) 

J�g:. :m::::::•: ::::::: ::: : :::: : ::mm:::::::::m::::::::::J:§tAw::: ::::::::: ::n:::: : ::f':gi¢gfir :: . ::' 'N'A.M�: : : :::::=: ' ' i ' ' . m9rA4. : : . ,  , . , PERc!;rre: :  , •:: : ::::::::::::: :::::::::: •::'::::::::] 
Eric Tull 
David Stirling 
Mike Toochin 
Audrey Viken 
Martin McNicholl 
Jo Ann MacKenzie 
Wayne Weber 
Bryan Gates 
Avg. = 71.3% 

David Stirling 
Hank Vanderpol 
Bryan Gates 
Barb Begg 
Mike McGrenere 
Dannie Carsen 
Guy Monty 
Avg. = 82.6% 

Ken Morgan 
Val George 
Avg. = 39.1% 

340 

284 

257 

243 

241 

239 

235 
222 

324 

321 

31 8 

315 

312 

271 

268 

134 

125 

86.3 Laure Neish 
72.1 Dick Cannings 
65.2 Guy Monty 
61 .7 Peter Blokker 
61 .2 Larry Cowan 
60.7 Don Wilson 
59.6 Ken Morgan 
56.3 John Sprague 

Vancouver Island (387 species) 

83.7 Ken Morgan 
82.9 Wayne Weber 
82.2 Hue MacKenzie 
81 .4 Jo Ann MacKenzie 
80.6 Larry Cowan 
70.0 John Sprague 
69.3 Lloyd Esralson 

Queen Charlotte Islands (250 species) 

53.6 

50.0 

Bryan Gates 
Chris Charlesworth 

Vancouver Checklist Area (406 species) 

220 

208 

1 76 

175 

1 39 

1 29 

1 23 

84 

266 

252 

246 

246 

1 78 

174 

162 

74 

58 

55.8 

52.8 

44.7 

44.4 

35.3 

32.7 

31 .2 

21 .3 

68.7 
65.1 

63.6 

63.6 

46.0 

45.0 

41 .9 

29.6 

23.2 
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Mike Toochin 
Jo Ann MacKenzie 
Hue MacKenzie 
Eric MacBean 
Wayne Weber 
Keith Riding 
Lloyd Esralson 
Stefan Zaremba 
Larry Cowan 
Ken Klimko 
Avg. = 82.8% 
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345 85.0 

338 83.3 

334 82.3 

327 80.5 

326 80.3 

309 76.1 

305 75.1 

304 74.9 

291 71 .7 

290 71 .4 

John Kalman 
Dick Cannings 
Audrey Viken 
David Stirling 
Bryan Gates 
Don Wilson 
John Vooys 
Guy Monty 
Chris Charlesworth 
John Sprague 

288 

284 

282 

241 

235 

229 
223 

221 

213 

1 06  

70.9 

70.0 
69.5 

59.4 

57.9 

56.4 
54.9 

54.4 

52.5 

26.1 
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Victoria Checklist Area (362 species) 

1�§::::::::::::: :::::::::::::=::::::::==:::=:=:::::::: ::::': ,, .,.,,,, ,  ;tQ!�;IMt::n:::=;:::: :::g�g¢�N.1!1! : : : = , , �AM§ :: : : mr ' :: ' =: : mt9Ttm. ,::::: : }::=:=::::::::-:=::::::::=:::I§R9�fi!,,::::, ::: :': :: :: := ::::: :q::::::::::=::::::::::] 
David Stirling 312 
Hank Vanderpol 310 
Bryan Gates 306 
Barb Begg 303 
Mike McGrenere 299 
Dannie Carsen 261 
Avg. = 85.0% 

Chris Charlesworth 
Dick Cannings 
Don Wilson 
Laurie Rockwell 
Mike Toochin 
Wayne Weber 
Bill Cutfield 
Peter Blokker 
Laure Neish 
David Stirling 
Hue MacKenzie 
Jo Ann MacKenzie 
Avg. = 87.7% 

Chris Charlesworth 

Wayne Weber 
David Stirling 
Chris Charlesworth 
Avg. = 59.8% 

Tony Greenfield 
Russ Tkachuk 
Rand Rudland 
Avg. = 73.6% 

1 14 

250 
198 
156 

258 
236 
212 

86.2 Mike T oochin 
85.6 Wayne Weber 
84.5 Guy Monty 
83.7 Lloyd Esralson 
82.6 Larry Cowan 
72.1 

Okanagan Valley (319 species) 

Princeton Area (251 species) 

45.4 Bryan Gates 

Kamloops Checklist Area (295 species) 

84.7 
67.1 
52.9 

90.2 
82.5 
74.1 

Guy Monty 
Don Wilson 

Sunshine Coast (286 species) 

Wayne Weber 
Chris Charlesworth 
Larry Cowan 

West Kootenay Area (285 species) 

237 
233 
221 
131 
126 

87 

102 
91 

136 
104 
83 

65.5 
64.4 

61 .0 
36.2 
34.8 

34.7 

34.6 
30.8 

47.6 
36.4 
29.0 

Jo Ann MacKenzie 
Wayne Weber 
Avg. = 58.1% 

1 78 62.5 Hue MacKenzie 168 58.9 

Laird law 
Don Wilson 
Chris Charlesworth 
Wayne Weber 
Avg. = 64.7% 

175 61 .4 David Stirling 141 49.5 

Prince George Checklist Area (274 species) 

251 91 .6 Bryan Gates 91 33.2 
190 69.3 Larry Cowan 82 29.9 
157 57.3 John Sprague 68 24.8 
1 1 1  40.5 
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Wayne Weber 
Bryan Gates 
Avg. = 39.0% 

128 

125 

48.3 

47.2 

Creston Valley Area (265 species) 

Guy Monty 
Don Wilson 

Washington State (454 species) 

92 

68 

34.7 

25.7 
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Wayne Weber 358 78.9 Uoyd Esralson 213 46.9 

Jo Ann MacKenzie 346 76.2 Guy Monty 204 44.9 
Hue MacKenzie 340 77.3 Chris Charlesworth 190 41.9 

Mike Toochin 308 67.8 Ken Klimko 181 39.9 

David Stirling 254 55.9 Larry Cowan 178 39.2 

Keith Riding 243 53.5 Bryan Gates 125 27.5 

Eric MacBean 234 51 .5 

Avg. = 75.1% 

North Pacific Pelagic Waters 

David Stirling 60 Jo Ann MacKenzie 48 
Uoyd Esralson 59 Bryan Gates 41 

Ken Morgan 58 Guy Monty 38 

Val George 56 Eric MacBean 29 

Mike Toochin 55 
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For nearly 100 years Swarovski . have 
been experts in the processing and 
grinding of glass. This� combined with 
innovative design concepts and 
unparalleled attention to detail have 
made them the number one choke for 
birders the world over. 

Precision made lenses and prisms 
ensure razor sharp. contrasty 
images with faithful colour repro­
duction right up to the image 

periphery. Twist-in adjustable eye­
cups and an excellent field of view 

make them excellent i n  aU viewing 
conditions, even for eyeglass wearers. 

� 
SWAROVSKI 

O P T I K  

2912 West BroadWay • Vancouver • 61)4.736-3461 
Pacific Centre Mall • Vancouver • 604-684-4422 

Sevenoaks Shopping Centre • Abbotsford • 604-557..0029 
6015 Fort St. • VICtOria • 250-383-7443 


