
Ellfi'O�' NCJrES A!Jll NCJriONS 

1>R£SID£1JT'S RS>Ofa 

SOOIEIY NEJJJS 
BCFO Policy on Voting Rights 

El! J:IJ1lf1Jl; News Briefs . 
IJJ>COHINl; HEEriNl;S A!Jll E.\IENTS 
J:IRTl USTERS' CORNER. • • 

Not-Birding . . . . . . 
A Westerly Record of Lark Sparrow 
Red-breasted Sapsucker Wells 
llllrHO� IN THIS ISSUE • . . . • . • . 

l£11ERS 10 THE Ellfi'O� • • • • . • • • 

SITE GUIDE: Cheam 
c;tiiDELINES FOR SR'E l;lllllES 
Tie a Chin-Strap to Your 
Rare Nests o f  Marbled 
BCFO 11th Annua l 
Goose on the 
Membership List 

g.a. giRDING is published four times a year by 
British Columbia Field Ornithologists (BCFO ) ,  
P.O. Box 8059, Victoria, BC VBW 3R7. 

A subscription to this quar terly is a bene fit 
of membership in the society . 
Members will also receive a copy o f  the annua l 
j ournal, British Columbia Birds. 

Membership in BCFO is open to anyone interested 
in the study and enj oyment of wild birds in 
British Co lumbia . Our objectives inc lude: 
fostering cooperation between amateur and 
professional ornithologists; promoting 
cooperative bird surveys and research projects; 
and, supporting conservation organizations in 
their e fforts to preserve birds and their 
habitats . 

Editors: 

Membership: 

Andy and Marilyn Buhler 
1 132 Loenholm Road 

Victoria, BC V8Z 2Z6 

Russ Tkachuk 
(604) 88 5-8867 

BCFO. Website: http : / / www . birding. bc . ca/bcfo 

2 
3 

4 
4 
5 

6-9 
10 
1 1  
1 2  
13 
13 

14- 1 5  
. .  1 5  
. .  16 

17-18 
. .  18 

19-20 
20 

of Kevin Slagboom. 

Membership Dues: 
Individual memberships 
Library subscriptions 
Junior memberships (age under 18) 
U . S .  and foreign memberships 

$25 . 00 
$25 . 00 
$ 10 . 00 

(US)$25 . 00 

Memberships are for the ca lendar year . 

For fur ther information, or to j oin, write to: 

Membership 
British Columbia Field Ornithologists 

P.O. Box 8059 
Victoria, BC V8W 3R7 

Send material for publication in any format to 
the editors . We especia lly welcome bird­
finding information for our "Site Guide" 
series and any articles about birding 
experiences, preferably but not necessari ly, 
in British Columbia . 

Deadline for receipt of material for 
publ.ication is the 15th of the month preceding 
the March, June, September & December issues. 

Advertising rates available upon request . 



Volume 11 Number 1 

ECFO OFFICERS � DIREC!rORS, 2000-2001 

PRESIDENT: 
Bryan R. Gates (250) 598-7789/ FAX (250) 356-7183 

3085 Uplands Road, Victoria, BC V8R 6B3 
e-mail: bgates@pacificcoast.net 

VICE-PRESIDENT: Vacant 

TREASURER: 
Jim Fliczuk (250) 477-2004 
3614- 1507 Queensbury, Victoria, BC V8P 5M5 

SECRETARY: 
Jo Ann MacKenzie (604) 538-1676 
15341 - 2161 Ave, Surrey, BC V4A 6A8 

BIRD RECORDS COMMITTEE : Vacant 

MEMBERSHIP: 
Russ Tkachuk (604) 885-8867 
P.O. Box 132, Roberts Creek, BC VON 2WO 
e-mail: rtkachuk@dccnet.com 

DIRECTORS: 

Sandra Kinsey (250) 963-8381 (phlfx) 
9860 Alpine Drive, Prince George, BC V2N 5W7 
e-mail: aa068@pgfn.bc.ca 

lan Robertson (604) 530-1080 
1525-200111 Street, Langley, BC V2Z 1W5 
e-mail: biometrics@bc.sympatico.ca 

Laurie Rockwell (250) 494-7558 
201-13014 Armstrong Avenue 
(mail) Box 1426 Summerland, BC VOH 1ZO 
e-mail: hardrock@vip.net 

Brian Scott (604) 533-5392 
40 Wagonwheel Crescent, Langley, BC V2Z 2R1 
e-mail: pisher@msn.com 

Hank VanderPol (250) 979-0363 
18-3389 Casorso Road, Kelowna, BC V1W 3J5 
e-mail: rhvander@home.com 

NE.\IJSLEfTER. E.DfTDRS: 
Andy & Marilyn Buhler (250) 744-2521 (Home) 
1132 Loenholm Road (250) 952-2196 (Work)) 
Victoria, BC V8Z 2Z6 (250) 952-2180 (FAX) 
e-mail: ambuhler@coastnet.com 

JOUJWAL EnrrDR: 
Martin McNichol! (604) 294-2072 
4735 Canada Way, Burnaby, BC V5G 1L3 

NE.\IJSI£fTER. Dl�tON: 
Sheila Mosher (250) 652-3502 

1605 Newton Heights, Saanichton, BC V8M 1T6 

E.C. EfWNc March 2001 

EllrrORS' NUfES � NOTIONS 
According to one of your editors this year 

is actually the start of the New Mi llennium. We 
are not certain which editor is actually correct 
but BCFO has now entered both the "new" millennia. 

Did everyone have a good CBC ? Although we 
did not have room in this issue to publish the i r  
reports w e  want t o  thank Adrian Leather and Jim 
Wisnia for forwarding us their CBC highli ghts. We 
also want to thank Kyle Elliott for putting us in 
contact with two of our new authors in this is sue 
and for our next issue's site guide. We really do 
appreciate the assistance. Thanks go to Stephanie 
Hazlett for sending us the Vancouver Sun a rticle. 
It is teamwork such as this which helps keep the 
organization going. Think about how you might be 
able to assist to keep us strong. Help is always 
required for the Annual Conferences , for birding 
trips , for encouraging membership, etc. The 
j ournal and the newsletter are always in need of 
articles , site guides , letters , and news. BCFO 
looks forward to hearing from you s oon. 

This is sue has quite a mix of article types. 
Gail takes 'birding' to a whole new dimension and 
Linda provides a light-hearted look at some goose 
behavior. Gordon has written us a site guide for a 
little-birded area in the Fraser Valley. Kenneth 
sent us a short note on a Lark Sparrow observation 
and Al, whose interest is in food s ources for a 
variety of birds , has given us some notes on the 
Red-breasted Sapsucker. Ken has compiled sightings 
lists for the annual Bird Watcher's Corner. Martin 
has gleaned, from a number of sources ,  upcoming 
events and news briefs. Larry has kindly allowed 
us to reprint an interes ting new observation on 
murrelet nesting behavior. Hue forwarded us a note 
from the directors on voting rights and Bryan has 
provided both a President's Report and an exciting 
pelagic t rip announcement (a great time was had by 
all on last year's trip so we hear ) . Finally, 
there are several reminders for this year's Annual 
Conference to be held in Dawson Cree k. Make your 
plans to attend if you have not done so already. 
Mark and friends sent us a great letter offering 
as sistance to attendees. Many thanks to everyone. 

Last year we mentioned that Dannie Carsen 
had put together an event to get birders through 
the late winter birding blahs. He organi zed a 
Valentine's Day couples bird blitz - 6 am to noon. 
Entry fees went toward conservation efforts and 

pri zes were donations. Last 
year we won - this year not 

Missing Some Earlier Issues? 
even honorable mention ! Still 
it was a great way to get out 
and bird in February. Consider 
a February bird bli t z  as an 
event for your area. 

BCFO still has a limited selection of back copies o f  both 
the annua l peer-reviewed j ourna l British Columbia Birds 
and this quar terly newsle tter E.<!EIRlliN£; available for sale . 
The prices (which include postage and handl ing) are $8 . 00 
for the j ournal and $3 . 00 for the news letter . 
Contac t: Edi tors c/o PO Box 8059, Victoria, BC V8W 3R7 . Good Birding, 

Andy & Marilyn Buhler 
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"And a Good G'day t 'ya". 

Whenever I heard those words , I knew it could only be Tom Wes ton . The Australian 
accent and cheerful tone were unmista kable - the signal that a stimulating and pleasant 
conversation was about to begin . Tom came to British Columbia in 1 984, j oining his wife 
Inez, who had arrived two years earlier . The two had spent 35 years in Papua New Guine a ,  
Tom working there,  and both exploring the rich biological diversity o f  this i s land nation 
off the north coast of Australia . Tom' s interest in birds , hiking and natural history 
began as a young lad in Australi a ,  and continued in PNG and Canada . Inez ' s  dedication to 
bird studies developed in PNG ,  no doubt triggered to some degree by her encounters with 
the spectacular birds-of-paradise . On their arrival in BC , they were quick to j oin local 
natural history groups on Vancouver Island and became a ctive members of BFCO . 

Tom and Inez were looking forward to this year ' s  Annual Conference in the Peace 
River district and the extensions into northeastern and northwestern'BC . But 
unfortunately, Tom passed away in early January, at the age of 81. He had achieved most of 
his life goals , including celebrating 80 birthdays , greeting the new millennium, climbing 
many mountains and observing more than his share of the world ' s  birds . As a close personal 
friend, I will miss Tom, as I am sure many of you will . I am delighted that Inez will 
stick with her plans and will be with us in Dawson Creek on June 22. 

In September some of our members will be exploring a section of our coastal marine 
waters that remain relatively unstudied by ornithologists . In the accompanying article , 
details are given for a BCFO pelagic birding trip off northern Vancouver Island . Ken 
Morgan and his CWS workers have been able to dedicate s ome of their seabird inventory time 
to the area, have mapped some zones of bird concentrations and have documented s ome 
exciting species for BC waters . Ken admit s ,  however ,  that they have j ust s cratched the 
surface . 

Day access to the se rich and sometimes unforgiving waters has always been a problem. 
There are few communities and limited fuel supplies anywhere near Cape Scott , Triangle 
Island and Goose Island Bank, so a birding trip on most conventional vessels would require 
at least two days on the wate r .  But I have found a new, fast and state-of-the-art boat 
that has been made available to us . We can look forward to an interesting 1 0  hours at sea,  
intercepting and attracting many birds . And our chances of encountering 4 or 5 species of 
marine mammals are also good . One thing is certain: in early September the expected 
shearwaters , fulmars , storm-pet rels , gulls and kittiwakes will be there . Hopefully, we 
will also see and take confirming photographs of something unexpected . . .  maybe even an 
albatros s or Pterodroma from Down Under. Rare southern spe cie s  have been identified during 
recent pelagic trips off California , Oregon and Washington . Why not BC? To bring us luc k ,  
I a m  dedicating this initial excurs ion t o  Tom We ston . 

And a Good G ' day to you , Tom. 

Bryan Gates 
BCFO Pres ident 

DIRECTORS' NOTES 

Apologies: In Volume 1 0 ,  #4 ( December 2 0 0 0 ) issue we published an item on BCFO Post-
1 1 th Annual Conference Extension Trip Proposals . A ma j ority of the work putting the 
logistics for these proposed trip options together was undertaken by Tony Greenfield . 
We did not give credit where credit was due in that i s sue . Thanks for your s kills and 
effort Tony . It was appreciated by all, j ust not documented in the issue . 

Members: Plan to attend the 11th Annual Conference in' Dawson Creek and consider an 
extension trip to extend your birding pleasure . 

Remember to study up on those Eastern Warblers! 
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SOOI£TY NEWS 

BCFO Po1icy on Voting Rights 

Directors' Note submitted by Hue MacKenz ie 

=�e 3� ?ield Ornithologists is incorporated under the BC Society Act. Under that act 
a memb��ship in an organization is entitled to one vote only. This means that we may not 
have a =��ily membership which confers voting rights on more than one person. That is why 
the c��s�itution and By-Laws were amended to drop the family membership category. Part 
:.. ': 6) o= our current By-Laws allows one vote per member. 

The Director s ,  realizing that there was considerable confus ion on this subj ect have 
adopted the policy that a family ( i. e. the immediate family including all .children under 
the age of 1 8 ) may become a member and membership will entitle them to the fol lowing 
privileges: 

The membership will apply only to the immediate family including all children 
under 1 8  years of age who are registered with the Society; 

The membership list of the Society will contain a single listing for the 
family which may include the names of all individuals in the family who wish 
to be registered with the Society; 

The member family is entitled to one vote in Society elections and business 
matters. The person casting that vote must be registered with the Society; 
Only one person in a member family may hold an elective office at any one 
time. 

A member family is entitled to receive one copy of each Society publication 
( currently BC BIRDING and British Columbia Birds). 

All registered individuals in the member family are entitled to participate in 
non-voting activities of the Society. Each participant must pay the applicable 
registration or participant fees when registering for meetings , field trips 
and other events. 

If two people in a family wish to vote and/or hold elective office in the Society, 
each must have a s eparate membership. 

g(!. EIR.1).tNq NEWS BRIEFS 

compiled by Martin K. McNicholl 

Smith Receives Speirs Award -Canada ' s  most pres tigious award for contributions to 
ornithology, the Doris Heustis Speirs Award, was presented to James Neil Munro 
( " Jamie " )  Smith during the 2000 annual meeting of the Society of Canadian 

Ornithologists in Newfoundland. Jamie ' s  award recognizes his long-term studies on 
Song S parrows and Brown-headed Cowbirds , as well as his contributions to teaching 
and conservation. -based on K. Martin as adapted by A. J. Ers kine. 2000. Picoides 
1 3 (2) :22. 

Hummingbird Fares Better Than Towhee -The latest compilation of "significant encounters" 
of birds banded in North America ( J. B. Dunning, Jr. 2000. North Amer. Bird Bander 
25:105-1 10) includes two entries from B. C. An adult female Rufous Hummingbird banded 
at Rosewell Creek Hatchery by J. Cam Finlay in 1 9�1 was retrapped at Golds tream Par k  
in 1 9 9 7 ,  when she was a t  least seven years old. An adult female Spotted Towhee 
banded at Sequim, Washington in February 1 9 9 7  perished less than a month later 
when killed by a cat "near" Vancouver Island. "\-.. 
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UPCOHtNc; HE£rtNQS � EVENTS 

compiled by Martin K. McNicholl 

March 28-30 2001 SOCIETY FOR NORTHWESTERN VERTEBRATE BIOLOGY ANNUAL MEETING, Victoria , 
BC. Contact: Elke Wind [no address given] phone: ( 604) 7 32- 7 9 5 4]. 

April 3 - 6  2001 INTERNATIONAL S'!MPOSIUM ON THE "INTERACTIONS BETWEEN FISH AND BIRDS: 

April 3-7 2001 

April 6-9 2001 

April 1 8 -21 2001 

May 3-6 2001 

June 22-24 2001 

Aug. 1 5 - 1 8  2001 

Aug. 2001 

Nov. 5-8 2001 

Aug. 1 1 - 1 7  2002 

PAGE S 

IMPLICATIONS FOR MANAGEMENT", University of Hull International Fisheries 
Ins titute , Hull, UK - for further information contact Dr I .  G. Cowx, 
International Fisheries Institute,  University of Hull, Hull, HU6 7RX,  
United Kingdom, Telephone: ( 44 )  148 2  46642 1 ,  Fax: ( 44 )  1 48 2  47 0129, 
Email: i. g. cowx@biosci. hull. ac. uk 

NAAG 2001 - THE TENTH NORTH AMERICAN ARCTIC GOOSE CONFERENCE, Quebec, 
Quebec. Contact: Gilles Gauthier, phone ( 41 8 ) 65 6-5507 or Jean-Francois 
Giroux, phone ( 5 14) 9 8 7 -3000, ext. 3353. 

BRANT FESTIVAL 2001, Parksville-Qualicum Beach ,  BC. Contact: Brant 
Festival Office , Box 327 , Parksville , BC V9P 2G5; phone: ( 250 ) 7 52- 9 1 7 1. 

COOPER ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 71ST ANNUAL MEETING, Albuquerque , New 
Mexico. Contacts: Kathy Granillo , US Fish and Wildlife Service , Box 
1306,  Albuquerque, NM 7 8 1 03 , USA; phone ( 5 05 ) 248 - 6 8 1 8  OR Dr. Deborah M. 
Finch, Rocky Mountain Research Station , 2205 Columbia S E ,  Albuquerqu e ,  
NM 8 7 1 06 , USA; phone ( 5 05 ) 7 6 6-1046. 

WILSON ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY ANNUAL MEETING, Fayetteville , Arkansas. 
Contact: Doug Jame s ,  Department of Biological Sciences ,  University of 
Arkansas , Fayetteville , AR 727 01 , USA; phone ( 501 ) 575-63 64. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS' 11� ANNUAL CONFERENCE, Dawson 
Creek, BC. Contact: Hank VanderPol ( 250) 97 9-03 6 3  rhvander@home. com or 
Ev Miyasaki ( 250) 656-8066 emiyasa ki@home. com. See notices this is sue. 

119� STATED MEETING, AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION, Seattle , 
Washington. Contact: Kai Fuj it a ,  Conference coordinator, Ornithology, 
Burke Museum, University of Washington, Se attle , WA 9 8 1 95-3010, USA; 
phone ( 206 ) 6 1 6-9322. 

ANNUAL MEETING, SOCIETY OF CANADIAN ORNITHOLOGY, Seattle , Washington 
during AOU meeting [exact date not yet announced]. Contact: Kai Fuj ita , 
Conference coordinator, Ornithology, Burke Museum, University of 
Washington , Seattle , WA 9 8 1 95-3010, USA; phone ( 206 ) 61 6-9322. 

PRAIRIE GROUSE TECHNICAL COUNCIL BIENNIAL MEETING, Woodhouse ,  Oklahoma. 
Contact: Russ Horton ( 405 ) 36 4-7 142 or Stephanie Harmon ( 9 1 8 ) 5 8 1 -7 45 8  
extension 229. 

23M INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGICAL CONGRESS, Beij ing, China. Contact: 
Professor Xu Weishu , Se cretary-General of the 23rct Congre s s ,  Beij ing 
Natural History Museum, 1-1-302, Beij ing S cience and Technology 
Commission Apt. , Balizhuang, Haidian District , Beij ing 100037 , China ; 
phone +8 6- 10- 68 46-56 05. 
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BIRD-LISTERS' CORNER 

by Ken Morgan 
1945 Land's End Road 

Sidney, BC V8L 5J2 

March 2001 

�elcome back once more to Lis ter ' s  Corner. Thirty-eight contributors submitted their 
lists - thank you one and all. For the second year in a row, the number of people who sent 
me their lists was down. Perhaps this is a signal that only a small proportion of the BCFO 
members actually keeps lists and that this article doesn't serve the interest of the 
community at large. If you have any sugge stions on how to improve the column or other 
comments (please keep them polite! ) forward them directly to me or to the Buhlers. 

In less than 24 hours I will be winging my way to a week away in Kauai, Hawaii. As 
it seems like I have a 100 other things to do be fore I go , I am simply going to let the 
numbers speak for themselves , rather than trying to quickly throw together some s ort o f  
analysis - e. g. , whose l ist grew the most over the past year. As is always the cas e ,  i f  a 
* appears directly after a person ' s  name , then the totals listed are those that were 
submitted for the year 1 9 99 rather than 2000 . Anyone with a * after their name will be 
dropped from the lists if they fail to send their totals in again next year. A # following 
a name indicates that although they sent me a form for the year 2000, they didn ' t  update 
all lis ting regions - the number shown repre sents the number of birds seen within that 
particular area by the end of 1 9 9 9 . 

Once again, I hope everyone has a gre at year of birding. 

Listing Totals To 31 December 2000 

A.B.A Area (918 species) 
NAME TOTAL PERCENT NAME TOTAL PERCENT 

1 Stefan Zaremba 7 12 77 . 6  22 Martin McNichol!* 5 1 5  5 6 . 1 
2 Hank Vanderpol 7 06 7 6 . 9 23 Ron Wal ker# 5 1 5  5 6 . 1  
3 Jo Ann MacKenzie 6 9 6  75 . 8  24 Don Wilson 512 55 . 8  
4 Hue MacKenzie 6 9 2  7 5 . 4  25 Mike McGrenere# 502 5 4 . 7 
5 David Stirling 6 6 1  7 2 . 0 2 6  Andy Buhler 48 9 5 3 . 3  
6 Wayne Weber 6 5 9  7 1 . 8  27 Marilyn Buhler 48 8 5 3 . 2  
7 Eric Tul l* 6 42 69 . 9  28 Chris Charlesworth 48 5 52 . 8  
8 Russ Tkachuk 6 3 6  69 . 3  29 Ken Klimko 45 9 50 . 0  
9 Eric MacBean 6 1 2  6 6 . 7 30 Ken Taylor* 454 49 . 5  

10 Brian S cott 6 1 1  6 6 . 6  3 1  Laird Law 443 48 . 3  
1 1  Audrey Viken 601 65 . 5  32 Larry Cowan 432 47 . 1  
12 Elsie Nykyfork* 5 9 5  6 4 . 8 33 Tom Gillespie* 429 46 . 7  
1 3  Tony Greenfield 5 9 4  64. 7 3 4  Ken Morgan 425 46 . 3  
14 Keith Riding* 5 8 6  63 . 8  3 5  Murray Brown 410 44 . 7  
1 5  Marika Ainley 5 7 5  62. 6 3 6  Eva Durance* 403 43 . 9  
1 6  Lloyd Esralson 5 7 3  62 . 4  3 7  Peter Blokker 392 42 . 7  
17 Mabel Crocker 5 6 9  62. 0 38 Laure Neish 3 9 1  42 . 6  
18 Dick Cannings 5 6 1  6 1 . 1  3 9  Guy Monty 3 3 1  3 6 . 1  
1 9  John B. Sprague 5 5 6  60. 6 40 Laurie Rockwell 3 1 3  3 4 . 1 
20 Bryan Gates 5 5 3  60 . 2  41 Rand Rudland 27 7 30 . 2  
21 Bill Cutfield 5 50 59 . 9  
ABA area species total (2000) provided by Brian Scott 

Canada (632 species) 
NAME TOTAL PERCENT NAME TOTAL PERCENT 

1 Hue MacKenzie 5 1 0  8 0 . 7  22 Keith Riding* 407 6 4 . 4 
2 Jo Ann MacKenzie 5 1 0  8 0 . 7  23 Bill Cutfield 406 6 4 . 2  
3 Mike Bentley* 502 7 9 . 4 24 Bryan Gates 402 63 . 6  
4 David Stirling 47 9 75 . 8  25 Larry Cowan 3 9 4  62 . 3  
5 Eric Tull* 47 7 7 5 . 5  26 Peter Blokker 3 8 5  6 0 . 9 
6 Marika Ainley 457 72 . 3  27 John B. Sprague 377 59 . 7  
7 Wayne Weber 45 4 7 1 . 8  28 Eva Durance* 3 7 6  59 . 5  
8 Eric MacBean 449 7 1 . 0  29 Don Wilson 37 6 5 9 . 5  
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NAME 
9 Dick Cannings 

10 Stefan Zaremba 
11 Russ Tkachuk 
12 Hank Vanderpol 
13 Audrey Viken 
14 Martin McNicholl* 
15 Mike McGrenere 
1 6  Elsie Nykyfork* 
17 Ken Morgan 
1 8  Barb Begg 
1 9  Brian Scott 
20 Lloyd Esralson 
21 Tony Greenfield 
Canada species total 

NAME 
1 Mike Bentley* 
2 Jo Ann MacKenzie 
3 Hue MacKenzie 
4 David Stirling 
5 Wayne Weber 
6 Tony Greenfield 
7 Dick Cannings 
8 Hank Vanderpol 
9 Audrey Viken 

10 Bryan Gates 
11 Lloyd Es ral son 
12 Eric MacBean 
13 Mike McGrenere 
14 Russ Tkachuk 
15 Keith Riding* 
1 6  Stefan Zaremba 
1 7  Barb Begg 
18 Ken Morgan 
19 Brian S cott 
20 Val George 
21 Don Wil son 
22 Chris Charlesworth 
23 Ron Walker 

TOTAL 
448 
43 9 
435 
434 
433 
432 
428 
422 
41 9 
418 
415 
411 
411 

E.C. EtR'lltNC 

Canada (632 species) cont . 
PERCENT NAME 

70. 9 3 0  Tom Gillespie* 
69. 5 3 1  Ron Walker 
68. 8 3 2  Chris Charlesworth 
68. 7 3 3  Laird Law 
68. 5 3 4  Murray Brown 
68. 4 3 5  Ken Klimko 
67. 7 3 6  Mabel Crocker 
66. 8 3 7  Andy Buhler 
66. 3 3 8  Marilyn Buhler 
66. 1 3 9  Guy Monty 
65. 7 40 Laurie Rockwell 
65. 0 41 Rand Rudland 
65. 0 42 Jeremy Kim* 

(1999) provided by Brian Scott 

TOTAL 
41 6 
41 4 
412 
409 
407 
395 
3 9 1  
3 8 5  
3 7 4  
373 
371 
3 6 9  
3 6 9  
3 6 6  
3 65 
3 65 
3 6 3  
355 
354 
3 48 
3 48 
3 47 
3 47 

British Columbia 
PERCENT 
8 6. 0  
8 5. 5 
8 5. 1 
8 4. 5  
8 4. 1  
8 1 . 6 
80. 8 
7 9. 5  
77. 3 
77. 1 
7 6. 7  
7 6. 2  
7 6. 2  
75. 6 
75. 4 
75. 4 
75. 0 
73. 3 
73. 1 
7 1. 9 
7 1 . 9 
7 1 . 7 
7 1 . 7 

(484 species) 
NAME 
24 Larry Cowan 
25 Eric Tull* 
26 Elsie Nykyfork* 
27 Laird Law 
28 Guy Monty 
29 Andy Buhler 
30 Martin McNicholl* 
31 Marilyn Buhler 
32 Peter Blokker 
33 Murray Brown 
3 4  Dannie Carsen* 
35 Tom Gillespie* 
36 Laurie Rockwell 
37 Ken Taylor* 
38 Jerry Herz ig* 
3 9  Marika Ainley 
40 Eva Durance* 
41 John B .  Sprague 
42 Kim Herzig* 
43 Bill Cutfield 
4 4 Jeremy Kim* 
45 Rand Rudland 
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TOTAL 
3 6 8  
3 60 
3 5 5  
3 5 4  
3 5 2  
3 5 1  
3 2 6  
325 
324 
323 
308 
263 
257 

TOTAL 
340 
3 3 1  
330 
328 
323 
3 1 9  
3 1 9  
3 1 8  
3 1 5  
308 
307 
307 
305 
303 
300 
293 
28 6 
28 5 
27 8 
264 
25 3 
230 

PERCENT 
5 8 . 2 
57. 0 
5 6. 2 
5 6. 0  
5 5. 7 
55. 5 
51. 6 
5 1 . 4 
5 1 . 3 
5 1 . 1 
48. 7 
41. 6 
40. 7 

PERCENT 
7 0. 2 
6 8 . 4 
68. 2 
67. 8 
66. 7 
65. 9 
65. 9 
65. 7 
65. 1 
63. 6 
63. 4 
63. 4 
63. 0 
62. 6 
62. 0 
60. 5 
59. 1 
5 8 . 9 
5 7 . 4 
54. 5 
52. 3 
47. 5 

British Columbia species total (1999) from Wayne Campbell (Pocket Checklist of BC Birds) 

1 Eric Tull* 
2 David Stirling 
3 Hue Mac;:Kenzie 
4 Audrey Viken 
5 Martin McNicholl* 
6 Jo Ann MacKenzie 
7 Wayne Weber 
8 Bryan Ga tes 
9 Dick Cannings 
Aiberta species total 
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TOTAL 

3 3 6  
283 
244 
243 
241 
23 9 
235 
222 
208 

(1998) 

Aiberta (394 species) 
PERCENT NAME 

85. 3 
7 1 . 8 
61. 9 
61. 7 
61. 2 
60. 7 
59. 6 
5 6. 3 
52. 8 

provided by Burke 

1 0  Peter Blokker 
1 1  Tony Greenfield# 
12 Larry Cowan 
1 3  Eric MacBean# 
14 Don Wilson 
15 Ken Morgan 
1 6  Brian Scott# 
17 John B .  Sprague 
1 8  Jeremy Kim* 

Korol 

TOTAL 

1 7 5  
1 48 
1 3 8  
1 3 3  
129 
122 
122 

6 1  
48 

PERCENT 

44. 4 
37. 6 
35. 0 
33. 8 
32. 7 
3 1 . 0 
3 1 . 0 
1 5 . 5 
12. 2 
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NAME 
1 David Stirling 
2 Bryan Gates 
3 Hank Vanderpol# 
4 Barb Begg 
5 Mike McGrenere 
6 Tom Gillespie* 
7 Ken Morgan 
8 Dannie Carsen* 

NAME 
1 Ken Morgan 
2 Val George 
Queen Char1otte 

NAME 

Is1ands 

1 Jo Ann MacKenzie 
2 Hue MacKenzie 
3 Wayne Weber 
4 Eric MacBean 
5 Lloyd Esralson 
6 Stefan Zaremba 
7 Keith Riding* 
8 Larry Cowan 
9 Brian S cott 

TOTAL 
322 
317 
315 

311 

309 

277 

264 

256 

E.C. EfRllfNC 

Vancouver Is1and 
PERCENT 
83.2 
81.9 
81.4 

80.4 
79.8 

71.6 

68.2 

66.1 

(387 speci.es) 
NAME 

9 Wayne Weber 
10 Guy Monty 
11 Jo Ann MacKenzie 
12 Hue MacKenzie 
13 Jeremy Kim* 
14 Larry Cowan 
15 John B. Sprague 
16 Lloyd Esral son 

Queen Char1otte Is1ands (250 speci.es) 
TOTAL PERCENT NAME 

129 51.6 3 Bryan Gates 
125 50.0 

species tota1 (1996) provided by Peter Hame1 

Vancouver· Check1i.st Area (406 species) 
TOTAL PERCENT NAME 

335 82.5 10 Dick Cannings 
331 81.5 11 Audrey Viken 
326 80.3 12 Ken Kl imko 
325 80.0 13 David Stirling 
303 74.6 14 Bryan Gates 
302 74.4 15 Don Wilson 
300 73.9 16 Guy Monty 
288 70.9 17 Chris Charlesworth 
285 70.2 18 Jeremy Kim* 

TOTAL 
252 
251 

246 

245 

217 

174 

165 

161 

TOTAL 
74 

TOTAL 
283 

282 

282 
241 
232 
225 
215 
209 

92 

Vancouver Check1i.st Area species tota1 (1998) provi.ded by Martin McNicho11 

Victoria Check1i.st Area (363 species) 
NAME TOTAL PERCENT NAME TOTAL 
1 David Stirling 310 85.4 8 Wayne Weber 233 
2 Hank Vanderpol 308 84.8 9 Andy Buhler 224 
3 Bryan Gates 305 84.0 10 Marilyn Buhler 222 
4 Barb Begg 300 82.6 11 Jeremy Kim* 210 
5 Mike McGrenere 296 81.5 12 Guy Monty 182 
6 Tom Gillespie* 264 72.7 13 Lloyd Esralson 131 
7 Dannie Carsen* 254 70.0 14 Larry Cowan 124 

Vi.ctoria Check1ist Area species total (2000) provided by Bryan Gates 

Okanagan Va11ey (319 species) 
NAME TOTAL PERCENT NAME TOTAL 

1 Chris Charlesworth 287 90.0 14 Laure Neish 234 
2 Dick Cannings 282 88.4 15 Jo Ann MacKenzie 233 
3 Gwynneth Wils on 280 87.8 16 Tony Greenfield# 222 
4 Denise Brownlie* 276 86.5 17 Laird Law 199 
5 Elsie Nykyfork* 276 86.5 18 Lloyd Esral son 192 
6 Don Wilson 275 85.3 19 Audry Viken 191 
7 Laurie Rockwe l l  262 82.1 20 Bryan Gates 186 
8 Wayne Weber 251 78.7 21 Russ Tkachuk# 175 
9 Peter Blokker 245 76.8 22 Dannie Cars en* 170 

10 David Stirling 239 74.9 23 Guy Monty 158 
11 Eva Durance* 238 74.6 24 Larry Cowan 153 
12 Hue MacKenzie 236 74.0 25 John B. Sprague 123 
13 Bill Cutfield 234 73.4 26 Jeremy Kim* 60 

March 2001 

PERCENT 
65.1 
64.9 
63.6 

63.3 

56.1 

45.0 

42.6 

41.6 

PERCENT 
29.6 

PERCENT 
69.7 
69.5 
69.5 
59.3 
57.1 
55.4 
53.0 
51.5 
22.7 

PERCENT 
64.2 

61.7 

61.2 

57.9 

50.1 

36.1 

34.2 

PERCENT 
73.4 

73.0 

69.6 

62.4 

60.2 

59.9 
58.3 
54.9 
53.3 

49.5 

47.9 

38.6 
18.8 

Okanagan Va11ey Check1i.st Area speci.es tota1 (1999) provi.ded by Gwynneth Wilson 

PAQ£ g 



March 2001 Volume 11 Number 1 

Princeton Area (251 species) 
'NAME TOTAL PERCENT NAME 
1 Jerry Herzig* 239 95.2 3 Chris Charlesworth 
2 Kim Herzig* 226 90.0 4 Bryan Gates 
Princeton Area species total (1999) provided by Jerry Herzig 

NAME 
1 Wayne Weber 
2 David Stirling 
3 Chris Charlesworth 

Kamloops 
TOTAL 

246 
198 
156 

Checklist Area (295 species) 
PERCENT NAME 
83.4 4 Don Wilson 
67.1 5 Guy Monty# 
52.9 

TOTAL 
114 

87 

TOTAL 
91 
77 

Kamloops Checklist Area species total from checklist by Rick Bowie (1994) 

NAME 
1 Tony Greenfield 
2 Russ Tkachuk 

Sunshine Coast 
PERCENT 
89.7 

82.3 

(282 species) 
NAME 
4 Wayne Weber 
5 Larry Cowan 

TOTAL 
253 

232 

202 3 Rand Rudland 6 Guy Monty 
Sunshine Coast species total (2000) provided by Tony Greenfield 

71.6 

West Kootenay Area (285 species) 
NAME TOTAL PERCENT NAME 
1 Jo Ann MacKenzie 178 62.5 3 Hue MacKenzie 
2 Wayne Weber 175 61.4 4 David Stirling 
West Kootenay Area species total based on checklist by Gary Davidson 

NAME 
1 Laird Law 
2 Cathy Antoniaz zi 
3 Don Wilson 
4 Chris Charlesworth 

Prince 
TOTAL 

249 

246 

190 

158 

George Checklist Area (274 species) 
PERCENT NAME 
90.9 5 Wayne Weber 
89.8 6 Bryan Gates 
69.3 7 John B. Sprague 
57.7 

TOTAL 
136 

83 

70# 

TOTAL 
168 

141 

(1998) 

TOTAL 
111 

91 

66 

Prince George Checklist Area species total (2000) provided by Cathy Antoniazzi 

Creston Valley Area (265 species) 
NAME TOTAL PERCENT NAME 
1 Wayne Weber 128 48.3 3 Don Wilson 
2 Bryan Gates 125 47.2 4 Jeremy Kim* 
Creston Valley species total based on checklist by Linda Van Damme 

Washington State ( 454 species) 
NAME TOTAL PERCENT NAME 

TOTAL 
68 
29 

(1996) 

TOTAL 
1 Wayne Weber 357 78.6 8 Chris Charlesworth 190 
2 Jo Ann MacKenzie 
3 Hue MacKenzie 
4 David S tirling 
5 Eric MacBean 
6 Keith Riding* 
7 Lloyd E s ralson# 
Washington species 

NAME 
1 David S tirling 
2 Lloyd E s ralson 
3 Ken Morgan 
4 Mike Bentley* 
5 Val George 

PAGE� 

344 

337 

254 

234 

227* 

212 

total (1999) 

TOTAL 
60 
59 
57 

56 
56 

75.8 9 Guy Monty 
74.2 10 Larry Cowan 
55.9 11 Ken Klimko 
51.5 12 Bryan Gates 
50.0 13 Eric Tull* 
46.7 14 Jeremy Kim* 

provided by Wayne Weber 

North Pacific Pelagic Waters 
NAME 
6 Jo Ann MacKenzie 
7 Bryan Gate s #  
8 Eric MacBean 
9 Guy Monty 

187 

177 

171 

125 

115 

38 

TOTAL 
42 
41 
29 
26 

PERCENT 
45.4 
34.7 

PERCENT 
30.8 
26.1 

PERCENT 
48.2 

29.4 

24.8 

PERCENT 
58.9 
49.5 

PERCENT 
40.5 

33.2 

24.1 

PERCENT 
25.7 

10.9 

PERCENT 
41.9 

41.2 

39.0 

37.7 

27.5 

25.3 

8.4 
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Not:-Birding 

by Gail Spitler 
RR #1, S4,  C 1 6  

Kaslo ,  B C  VOG lMO 

March 2001 

Not-Birding is the field activity engaged in by most birders of looking or listening 
intently and then saying "Oh , that's not a bird . "  This is not always said aloud; many try 

to suppres s  such overt evidence of Not-Birding. Late summer and early fall is the peak 

time of year for Not-Birding. In the months previous the birder's eyes and ears have 
become finely tuned instruments for bird detection . The slightest leaf movement is 

noticed, the quietest tchep registered . However ,  by late Augus t  many birds are gone . 
Straggling migratory warblers give only faint call notes . The year round residents are 
taciturn and give forth with either abbreviated or terribly inept versions o"f their spring 
song . The birds that are present seem to pre fer to be deep within bushes ,  shrubs and 

tree s . Thes e  long periods of avian inactivity are perfect for Not-Birding. 

My Not-Bird list continues to grow each year . I will soon need a computer program to 
keep track on my Not-Bird sightings. There are several maj or classes of Not-Birds. One 
clas s is composed of stationary inanimate obj ects (Inanimati staticus). The first family 
in this class is known as tree attachments (Arbor attachii) : cone s ,  dead leaves ,  and twigs 
make up the maj ority . The se are often seen as you scan a location . Suddenly you spot a 
figure on a tree limb . The heart quickens. Your brain registers "unusual j iz z ,  what's 
this ? "  Binoculars are quickly swept into the viewing pos ition . Then the brain says , "Oh , 
j ust a _____ " .  The blank can be filled in with pinecone , twig , or leaf . I have noticed 
that occasionally birders complete the sentence as "Oh, j ust a robin" which actually is 
not in the genre of Not-Birds. Another member of the inanimate obj ect class includes tree 
parts extending vertically from a body of water or along its edge (Arbor erectium). How 
many gray tree limbs stuck in pond or la keshore have you tried to morph into Great Blue 
Heron s ?  Closely related to Arbor erectium is the group Arbor rubicus, tree branches 
rubbing on other tree branches producing any number of bird song fragments . 

A second class is composed of non-s tationary inanimate obj ects (Inanimati mobilius). 
In most of British Columbia , a common member of this group is the falling lea f ,  
particularly substantial leaves like those o f  the cottonwood tree . They are heavy enough 
to produce movement of the lower leave s ,  which alert that corner of the eye that birders 
exercise and nurture . They can also produce a short, dry rustle that piques the ear . 
Moving water is another great Not-Bird. I have found that small rivulets that run across 
rocky strata are particularly productive auditorially . 

Another class is composed of animate obj e cts (Animatus nonaviati) . The most common 
member of this class is the squirrel. The Red Squirrel does a great Belted Kingfisher 
imitation . However ,  I find the chipmunk to be far more interes ting and devilishly 
deceiving . On more than one occasion I have patiently spished a chipmunk out of the rocks . 
Dragon flies are marvelous Not-Birds. Whether singly or in pairs they can emit the most 
alluring avian-like sounds composed of bu zzes or chips . The he avier members of the 
dragonfly group can also induce eye corner alerts by bending small twigs and leaves .  
Butterflies and bees also tend to be eye corner attractors . Of cours e ,  domestic chickens 
are also included in this class although not the truly glamorous members . 

Not-Birding can be either a day or night activity . Some people find that the dark 
provides many more opportunities for truly creative Not-Birds. In the animate obj e ct 
class , distant barking dogs are excellent Not-Owls. In the inanimate class, the automobile 
seems to provide many avian-like sounds especially on gravel roads . The birder drives down 
the road with his /her head protruding from the open car window . Suddenly they screech to a 
stop and j ump out, hands cupped behind their ears .  After some moments they shrug and get 
back in the car only to repeat the drama again farther down the road . Tree stumps are 
popular inanimate nighttime sightings . Usually large siumps really belong on the Not-Bear 

list rather than the Not-Bird list.  

There is a classic tale told by many a Not-Birder. It has been repeated s o  o ften 
amongst birding circles that it has reached the level of urban avian myth: For several 
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nights in a row John and Sally could hear an owl calling near their home . At least it 
sounded s omewhat like an owl . They asked their friend, neighbour and fellow birder ,  Paul 
Gillian if he had heard the bird . He had not but would start listening for it . Determined 
to track down the bird, they made a tape recording of the unusual call . They were not sure 
that it would respond to its taped call but they were going to give it a try . They played 
the tape for several nights in a row with no re sponse from the mystery bird . In fact , it 
seemed to have stopped calling altogether . Then at 1 1: 30 on a Friday night they heard the 
call again . John and Sally grabbed their tape recorder , raced outside and played the call 
back . The bird responded! They moved in the direction of the sound and played the tape 
again . Again the bird called back . The process was repeated several times until John and 
Sally were sure that they were within 50 feet of the bird . The sound came from a bushy 
area j us t  ahead of them. Then Paul struggles through the bushes ,  his tape recorder in 
hand, playing the same call . The perfect Not-Bird moment when the birder becomes the Not­

Bird. 

Happy Birding and Not-Birding. 

A Westerly Record of Lark Sparrow in British Columbia 

by Kenneth G. Wright 
Box 2193 

Lillooet, BC VOK lVO 

While birding on a dry Ponderosa Pine bench j ust east of Lillooet in the s emi-arid 
Fraser Valley I encountered a pair of Lark Sparrows on 2 3  May 2000 . I was alerted to the 
presence of the sparrows by their distinctive melodius song . The weather was hot (-2 6 ° C )  
and sunny with little or no wind at the time of the sighting (0930 POST ) . 

The sparrows appeared to be foraging for insects or seeds on the open ground amongst 
clusters of bunchgrass . They were at the ba se of a steep ponderosa pine-dominated slope 
(33 5m elevation ) at the end of Pine Ridge Road (5 0°41 ' N , 1 2 1°54 ' W )  which lies immediately 

northwest of the Lillooet Airport . All further attempt s  to relocate the sparrows at the 
initial observation site failed to produce anything as well as searches in other 
peripheral areas . This observation may be we st of the regular extent of the specie s '  
range in British Columbia and thereby these birds may have been merely vagrants .  

The common name comes from the sparrow's memorable song, resembling that of the lark 
family . As usual, the scientific name has a more spe cific and functional des cription, 
Chondestes grammacus, translating to 'grain eater with striped head' . 

Correction: The new RBA is for the whole Okanagan , not for j ust Kelowna as stated in the 
previous issue . Thank you Chris . 
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Red-breasted Sapsucker We11s* 

by Al Grass 
103 - 7065 Stride Avenue 

Burnaby, BC V3N 1T3 

March 2 0 01 

Neat rows of small holes drilled into the bark of a tree are a sure sign that a 
sapsucker has been busy .  The wells (as the holes are called ) shown in the photograph** 

_ were drilled into the bark of a European weeping bi rch (Betula pendula). Well-known for 
their fondness of birches ,  sapsuckers also utilize a variety of other trees . The following 
is a lis t  of tree specie s  where Red-breas ted Sapsucker wells have been recorded (ALG, 
Pers. obs) : 

Apples -- both Pacific Crab and domestic 
Aspens -- Red-naped Sapsucker observed 
Birches -- western white,  European weeping 
Cottonwood -- young specimens 
Cascara -- not uncommon 

Hemlock, we stern -- common (WH . BGCZ ) 
Hemlock , mountain -- common (MH . BGCZ )  
Maple , bigleaf - - young specimens 
Rowan (European Mountain-ash ) ,  Sitka 
Mountain-ash 

Douglas-fir -- young specimens Willow -- Salix lasiandra, S alix, Sp . 
Elderberry -- one record 

The question i s ,  "Do sapsuckers feed only on sap?" 

Sapsuckers are highly speciali zed woodpeckers with 'brush-li ke ' tongues . In other 
words they brush the sap out: the bill isn't used like a soda straw for drinking sap .  Sap 
flows only for a limited time of the year -- what then? The sapsucker uses a variety of 
feeding strategies : 

Consumes sap - by tapping wells. 
Consumes inner bark - quite commonly . 
Probes into bark cracks for insect s ,  etc . 
Scales trees such as spruces to uncover insects , etc.  

(e . g .  Three-toed Woodpecker} 
Excellent flycatcher, especially when termites and 

carpenter ants are flying . Also catches beetles 
and moths on the wing . 

Feeds on berries - e . g .  red huckleberry, sa lal .  

Summary 

Sap consuming habits of sapsuckers are fairly well known . Other 
feeding strategies appear to be less well underst ood . Naturali sts are 
encouraged to record their observations to further our appreciation 
of these most interesting woodpeckers (in our are a the Red-breasted 
Sapsucker ) . , 

References 

Grass, A. Field Notes 1988-2000 

Grass, A. Feeding Habits of the Red-breasted Sapsucker in Golden Ears Provincial 

Park (in Bird Studies in Golden Ears Provincial Park. BC Parks . 1980) 

Martin, et.a�. American Wildlife and Plants. 1950. Dover, New York . 

* Reprinted from Burke Mountain Naturali sts Newsletter, November 2000 by permission 
of the author . 
** Photograph did not accompany the arti cle sent,to us and was not received by our 
publication deadline . 
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AllrHORS fN 1HfS fSSUE 
Gordon Gadsden 

Gordon has been birding since age ten and birding has remained his favorite activity 
of his many outside activities . His favorite haunt is certainly Cheam Lake , though , 
he says, any place in the world will do . Gordon presently works for Fraser Valley 
Regional District Parks on his way toward a career in Resource Management . 

Al Grass 
Al has worked as a Park Naturalist for BC Parks , Ministry of Environment , Lands and 
Parks for some 25 years . He is the author of a wide variety of publ ications 
including The Birds of Golden Ears Provincial Park and co-author of Exploring the 
Outdoors . His ornithological intere sts include raptors, uses of native trees and 
shrubs by birds and woodpecker feeding habits . 

Gai.l Spi.tler 
Gail has been birding since the late sixties but birding got more focused after her 
early retirement from UBC in 1989 when she moved to her "l ittle piece of paradise" 
in Johnsons Landing in the West Kootenays . Retirement has meant a lot more time for 
birds and Not-Birds. She writes occasional birding articles for the local press, is 
compiler for the Lardeau CBC, and the moderator for the internet chat group wkbirds. 

Li.nda Ti.mbs 
Linda , an R . N .  for 20 years , retired in 1991 to devote her time to environmental 
issues . She is a member of the Burke Mountain Naturalists ' and The British Columbia 
Natural History Society Birding Division . This year, her garden was nominated as 
' Best Nature Garden' by the city of Coquitlam. In 1997, she earned 'Gold' in Douglas 

College ' s  ' Naturescape Programme ' . Her writing, light-hearted and amusing, owes much 
to her great sense of humour and to the amount of time she spends observing birds 
both in her yard and in their natural habitat. 

Wri.ght, Kenneth G. 
Ken has been birding since childhood.  He i s  researching Harlequin Ducks in the 
Chi lcot in and S trait of Georgia ,  British Columbia . Ken is also especially interested 
in alpine and grassland birds . 

l£1TERS 10 THE £D.ITORS 

EDITORS'NOTE: We received this very kind letter from Mark Phinney and members of the 
Timberline Trail and Nature Club . Thanks to all of you from BCFO for your thoughtfulness . 

Hi all. The local naturalist group, Timberline Trail & Nature Club, wanted to be sure the 
BCFO membership is aware that the Timberliners are keenly anticipating the upcoming AGM. 

Timberline members will be available for any sort of general assistance, such as shuttling 
people between the local airport and accommodations, showing people around town, etc. We 
encourage BCFO ·members to arrive a day or two early and/or stay a little later to explore 
the area more thoroughly. If some people have 'dipped out' and missed birds on their hit 

list during the AGM, we'll do our best to track down the target birds if the unlucky 
members want to stick around for an extra day. 

For more info, contact any 
Mark Phinney 

Meredith Thornton 

of the following: 

(250) 843-2318 
(250) 782-7680 

Walter and Ellen Schoen (250) 782-4485 

Also FYI - Dawson Creek can be reached by flying'directly in on Air Canada/Central 
Mountain Air (small plane , via Prince George) or by flying to Fort St . John on Canadian 
(or what ' s  left of it) and driving about an hour south, or by flying WestJet into Grande 
Prairie and driving an hour west (remember Grande Prairie will be an hour ahead of Dawson 
Cree k  at that t ime of year) . Greyhound bus and old-fashioned driving are options as 
wel l. 
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SITE GUIDE: Cheam Lake Wet�ands Park 

by Gordon Gadsden 
42398 Adams Road 

Chilliwack, BC V2R 4K9 

March 2001 

Cheam Lake Wetlands is a fairly new park under the Fraser Valley Regional District . 
It is situated in Popkum, 2 0  minutes east of Chilliwack. Drained to accommodate marl 
mining for a period of 40 years, it was then converted back to i t ' s original state in 
1 9 92 · .  A few artifacts from the mining process can be seen on display at various points in 
the park . Now that the park is restored and recovering from the mining, Cheam Lake 
wetlands are quickly becoming a popular place to hike, picnic, and especially, to bird 
watch . 

Cheam Lake Wetlands Regional Park To get to Cheam Lake 
Park , take Highway #1 to 
exit #135 for Bridal Falls 
and Agassi z .  There , get on 
to Highway #9 towards 
Agassi z .  Not more than 0 . 5  
km down Highway #9,  you will 
come to an intersection . 
Take a right at the inter­
section onto Yale Road East . 
Follow the road for about 
2 . 5  km until you come to 
Elgey Road on your left . 
Follow Elgey Road directly 
into Cheam Lake Park ' s 
parking lot . 

LEGEND 

®Entrance 
®Parking 
••• Trails & Boardwalk 

1rc Iofonnation Kiosk 

-ParkBoundary 

The Park is about 2 5 0  
acres i n  si ze (including the 
lake ) and consists of two 
main trails and a floating 
walkway . The map on the 
kiosk at the parking lot 
will direct you towards the 

�M� Loop Trail down by the la ke , 
and the Creek Trail that 

follows Cheam Creek . Be sure to concentrate your birding efforts on the Loop Trail and the 
floating walkway, but don ' t forget the Creek Trail if time permits . Trails, park infor­
mation, and an outdated bird list are avai lable in the form of brochures at the kiosk . 

Cheam Lake is open from 8:00 am until dusk so early morning birders or nighttime 
owlers will have to park at the gate and walk in . Be advised that car thieves may opera te 
in this area , so keep valuables locked out of sight and use an anti-theft device . 

As mentioned, Cheam Lake is quickly becoming popular for birdwatchers because its 
varied habitats provide a good variety of different bird species.  The total number of 
species on record up to this point is 148 species . The most common birds expected to be 
seen year round vary from Hairy Woodpeckers, Purple Finches, Belted Kingfishers, Common 
Snipe and Pied-billed Grebes .  For this art icle I will use my own records from the lake to 
discuss the species and the seasons in which they are most li kely to be seen . 

Late April and into June is the time to see the ' regulars' returning to their 
breeding sites and to catch birds passing through on spring migration . The lake and 
surrounding marsh area are noisy at this time since the Eastern Kingbirds, Marsh Wrens and 
Red-winged Blackbirds compete to be the loudest in the 

·
marsh . It is always a treat to 

watch a Marsh Wren as he builds his multiple nest s .  Watch for him on the cattails getting 
a beak-full of fluff . There are always a good number of Green Herons in May and they are 
almost a guaranteed sighting right until September . Sora and Virginia Rails are an 
uncommon , but yearly, sighting throughout the summer .  Over the water the swallows show up 
in large numbers before they disperse to their nesting areas .  All species can be seen 
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including the odd Bank S wallow and, once last May, a Purple Martin was seen in the flocks 
of swallows . The waterfowl always seem to get sparse as the spring age s ,  but watch for 
Cinnamon and Blue-winged Teal pass ing through on migration . The deciduous-dominated forest 
brings the promise of warblers , vireos , and the chance to test your identification s kills 
on the much-dreaded Empidonax flycatchers . Though not many warbler species seem to stay 
and nest at the park, during migration you can see Yellow Warblers in re asonable numbers , 
with Wilson' s ,  Black-throated Gray, MacGillivray' s , Orange-crowned and Yellow-rumped 
Warblers rounding out the list . A Tennessee Warbler was also reported last spring , so keep 
your eyes peeled in the mixed flocks . You can not mi ss the Red-eyed and Warbling Vireos 
once they start singing to protect their territory . The flycatchers are on their way 
through too . Hammond' s Flycatcher seems to be the only species that does not stay to nest . 
Pacific-slope , Willow and, last summer, two pairs of Least Flycatchers were recorded with 
nests . Other birds worthy of mention for this period include Barred Owl, Black-headed 
Grosbeak, Bullock' s  Oriole , Band-tailed Pigeon, Pileated Woodpecker, Red-breasted 
S apsucker, and Swainson ' s Thrush .  There is also a chance of sighting an American Bittern . 

Once into July breeding activity can be observed at its pea k .  Probably one of the 
most popular sights is to watch the Eas tern Kingbirds feeding their young and protecting 
their nests from anything that flies by . Other birds which can be commonly seen at their 
nests or feeding young are Western Wood-Pewe e s ,  Bullock ' s  Orioles , Black-headed Grosbeaks , 
Cedar Waxwing s ,  American Goldfinches , Purple Finches and Yellow Warblers . Other birds to 
watch for at this time are Western Tanagers , Black S wifts and, on occasion, an occasional 
Osprey hunting over the lake . 

Mid-August and into early October seems to produce a greater variety of migrants 
going s outh . Make sure you get out at this time . The rariti es on record include Solitary 
S andpiper, Red-necked Phalarope, Northern Shri ke, Gray Catbird, Ash-throated Flycatcher, 
Red-necked Grebe , and Lewis ' s  Woodpecker . Along with the rarities you can expect to again 
shake your fist and shout your frustrations at the Empid flycatchers ( at this time they 
usually refuse to dis close their identities with calls ) and a good number of fall-plumaged 
warblers mixed with the eas ily identified ones . Black-throated Gray along with Townsend' s 
Warblers seem to be in higher numbers during fall migration . Vi rtually all birds seen 
during the summer can be seen at this time as well so anticipate 40+ species in an average 
birding walk . 

From fall right through to early spring seems to be a rather quiet time at the lake . 
The waterfowl come back in decent numbers and among the usual crew keep an eye out for 
Greater White-fronted Geese and Eurasian Wigeon . Anyone looking for a Dipper can expect to 
see one in the creek from the Creek Trail. Among the mixed flocks of Golden-crowned 
Kinglets , Ruby-crowned Kinglets , Black-capped and Chestnut-backed Chickadees , watch for a 
Brown Creepe r .  Large flocks of Pine Sis kins are frequently seen , plus a few types of 
sparrows with Lincoln ' s and Golden-crowned Sparrows joining the White-crowned and Song 
Sparrows . 

If you have any questions about the park and birdwatching, I can be reached on my 
work cell at ( 60 4 )  7 93 - 6 327 , or leave a message at the Fraser Valley Regional District 
Parks Office at ( 60 4) 7 02 - 5 077 . I hope you come soon to enj oy what Cheam Lake has to 
offe r .  Please leave me a note in the comment box with your bird sightings and � comments ! 

GUIDELINES FOR SITE GUIDES 

S ite Guides should be about two to three pages in length . They should include a map 
( hand-drawn is fine ) with distances to viewing areas clearly indicated from the starting 

point. Landmarks and terrain should be noted, along with the birds seen in season. Any 
unusual or special species should be given and a local contact person is always helpful 
information . Hazards and closed areas should also be indicated so that we may all 
experience safe birding . Items of historical or geological interest along the route should 
also be noted . Many birders are interested in a broad range of natural history areas and 
it is nice to be able to stimulate the grey cells while patiently and quietly awaiting the 
possible appearance of an elusive lifebird . 

PAGE 1S 
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Tie a Chinstrap to Your Birding Hat - PELAGIC 2001 
Don ' t M1ss Out O n  This One ! ! !  

March 2001 

BCFO is embarking on a whole new approach to pelagic birding in British Columbia . 

On S eptember 8 ,  2 0 0 1  we will welcome 35 of our members on board the Naiad Explorer 
at Port McNeill, B . C . , on the northeast coast of Vancouver Island . Then we head northwest 
in a hurry . . .  at about 2 8  to 30 knots. That ' s  fas t ! Twice as fast as the boats used in 
our Pelagic 2 0 0 0  trip out of Ucluelet. In fact , Naiad Explorer is capable of speeds to 37 
knots . So,  even though we will start on inside waters , we should have no problem getting 
40 or more nautical miles offshore , weather permitting. 

Commissioned in April 1 9 9 9 ,  this sleek 
all-aluminum vessel i s  17 metres long ( 55 
feet ) , powered by twin 5 7 0  HP Caterpillar 
diesels , and is licensed to carry 48 
passengers. We will keep the numbers to 35 so 
that everyone has plenty of elbowroom and 
ample opportunity to see all birds. This 
vessel was built in Vancouver, based on a 
design of Naiad Inflatables of New Zealand. 
Superficially, she looks li ke a rigid-hulled 
inflatable , but is constructed entirely of 
aluminum, including the buoyancy tubes . Built 
for whale watching , she is also used for crew 
transport and as an auxiliary Coast Guard and medivac vessel on northern Vancouver Island 
and the adjacent mainland. Fifteen or more obs ervers can watch from the open upper deck 
behind the wheelhouse and another 10 to 15 from the open lower deck aft . Those who want a 
break from the wind and sunshine can watch comfortably through the full windows in the 
forward observation lounge , where vinyl side windows roll up for open, unobstructed 
viewing and photography . 

The boat will be ours for ten hours. Ken Morgan and I are working with the Captain 
on a route and destinations . We will seek-out a number of promising seamounts and 
submarine canyons north and west of northern Vancouver Island, including s ome of the 
following : Goose Island Banks , the shelfbreak southwest of Triangle Island, the Delwood 
Knolls , "banjo " seamount , and Cook Bank. Zones of upwelling in these areas have attracted 
interesting seabirds during Ken ' s  Canadian Wildlife Service inventory programs , including 
Flesh-footed Shearwater and Short-tailed Albatross. Further offshore , Cook ' s  and Mottled 
Petrels have been recorded .  However, this will be the first organized pelagic trip to this 
area , so who knows what we may find . Rest as sured, the more common pelagic species will be 
there . 

Proud owners and operators of the Naiad Explorer , Bill and Donna MacKay, will be our 
hosts for the day . Bill will have the latest official marine charts on his on-board 
computer, as well as all of the latest electronic navigation ,  communication , PA and safety 
equipment . Donna will use her small galley space to serve coffee ,  a hearty soup and rolls . 
Neverthele s s ,  it will be a long day, so you are advised to bring a lunch, and wear rubber­
soles shoes and warm clothes - it will be about 1 0 ° C  cooler on the water than on the land. 

At this stage , I need a show of interest . The first 35 people to commit to this trip 
will be regi stered . Latecomers will be placed on a waiting list . The cost is yet to be 
finali zed, but we hope to keep it be low $ 1 3 5  per person . Additional costs to you will 
include transportation to Port McNeill and back ( a  6 . 5-hour drive from Victori a ,  5 hours 
from Nanaimo ) ,  and accommodations for one and probably two nights - September 7 and 8 .  If 
we are weathered-out on September 8 ,  we will hold over to September 9 .  Negotiations for a 
reas onable group rate at a local motel are underway. 

To enter your name on the li st , contact me , Brya� Gates , by : 
phone : (2 50 ) 5 9 8-7 7 8 9 ;  email: bgate s @pacificcoast . net � 
Or mail at : 3 0 8 5  Uplands Road, Victoria ,  BC V8R 6B3 

As with all BCFO field trips , you will be required to sign a BCFO Liability Release fo� . 
Naiad Explorer and her owners are fully insured for group travel . Bryan Gat e s ,  President 
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Rare Nests of Marbled Murrelets Discovered 

Larry Pynn 
c/o Vancouver Sun 

De�ite uncovering unusual nesting sites , scientists caution the £ind is an anomaly.-LP 

The Canadian Wi ldl ife Service and SFU have been studying the Marbled Murrelet s ince 
1 9 9 1 . In 1 9 9 9 ,  Michelle Egin showed off a three-week-old chick, the first ever to be 
hatched in captivity . 

After a decade of searching the province ' s  coastal rainfore s t s ,  scientists have 
dis covered two rare nests of the Marbled Murrelet -- a threatened seabird previously 
thought to nest in B . C .  only on old-growth conifers -- on a cliff ledge and in an alder 
tre e .  But scientists caution that the two nests on the Sunshine Coast are still anomalies 
in B . C .  and must be compared against the 95 murre let nests found to date on the mos sy 
limbs of old-growth conifers . "They ' re two interest ing nests , "  Fred Cooke, chair of Simon 
Fraser University ' s  Centre of Wildlife Ecology, said Thursday in an interview . "But it ' s  
still a very small proportion of the total . They still clearly require old-growth trees . I 
wouldn ' t  change that message . "  Ron McLaughlin, a consulting wildlife biologist to Weyer­
haeuser who ' s  been involved in the research from the start , said industry is optimistic 
that the nests show murrelets to be more adaptable than previously thought . But he agreed 
the forest industry cannot use the findings to support greater clea r-cutting of old-growth 
stands in murrelet habitat . " Industry is guardedly optimistic . But no one holds out any 
great hopes that because we found one nest in an alder and one on the ground that that ' s  
where they ' re all nesting . "  

Despite the murrelet ' s  threatened statu s ,  the B . C .  government continues to allow 
clearcut logging of the bird ' s  Sunshine Coast nesting grounds . Current policy does not 
allow for setting aside specific murrelet habitat except in areas already off-limits to 
logging -- either because the stands are currently uneconomic to harve st or because of 
environmental concerns such as steepness or protection of wintering deer habitat . "We ' re 
behind the eight ball in terms of getting these areas protected, " said Dave Dunbar, an 
environment ministry biologi s t ,  who suspects the continuing studies will show more 
protection i s  needed . Researchers from the Canadian Wildlife Service and S FU have been 
studying the murrelet -- on the Sunshine Coast,  and more recently at Clayoquot Sound on 
Vancouver Island -- since 1 9 9 1 . 

The stubby little seabird is considered threatened because it uses declining old­
growth forests as nesting areas . Researchers in helicopters last summer tracked an adult 
bird fitted with a transmitter to a nest on a mossy cliff edge in the Theodosia Valley . It 
was the first murrelet ground nest found south of Alaska . Re searchers tracked another bird 
to a nest on a large mos sy limb of an old alder tree located in a mixed-stand forest in 
Toba Inlet north of Desolation Sound . It is be lieved to be the first time in North America 
that a murrelet has been found nesting in a deciduous tree . The murrelet pair nesting on 
the cliff ledge succes sfully fledged a chick from an egg, while those in the alder tree 
did not , for unknown reasons . 

McLaughlin said the two nests are consis tent with the murrelet ' s  logic in choosing 
old-growth coniferous forests -- the presence of a mossy platform sufficiently large to 
serve as nest . He noted Weyerhaeuser suspended a heli-logging operation last summer on the 
Sunshine Coast at Jim Brown Creek on the north side of Powell Lake after researchers found 
a nest beneath the fl ight path . The company returned to the site later in the year, after 
the murrelet nesting s eason was over.  The helicopters used by researchers are smaller than 
the heavy-lift models used in logging . Re searchers also try to keep a minimum 1 0 0-metre 
di stance from nests , and do not make the sort of repeated all-day flights typical of heli­
logging operati ons . To re searchers ' knowledge , no murre let has abandoned its nest because 
of a research helicopt er.  "We ' re re ally conscious of the fact we ' re flying the biggest 
predator they ' ve ever seen, " graduate student Russell Bradley said. "We try to keep our 
distance . "  

Long-standing re search on the Marbled Murrelet on the Sunshine Coast was expanded 
last year to Clayoquot Sound, where there is less logging . Cooke said the annual research 
budget exceeds $ 8 0 0 , 0 0 0  -- 8 0  per cent from government , 2 0  per cent from the forest 
industry . Research will continue for at least two more years . McLaughlin said industry i s  
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funding the research because it wants to ensure a scientific basis for any government 
restrictions on logging to protect murrelet nesting . "We ' re putting up big bucks . Our 
attitude i s ,  let ' s  let the birds tell us what habitat they need for nesting . "  

The research is also showing that 8 3  per cent of adult murrelets survive to the next 
year, with the males handling most of the feeding duties after the chick i s  hatched. 
Ne sting can occur to 1 , 0 0 0  metres elevation , often on steep north-facing s lopes in small 
patches . Whether that ' s  the habitat they prefer or whether little else remains for them i s  
still under study . The size o f  B . C . ' s  population of Marbled Murrelets is unknown, but a n  
estimated 3 , 0 0 0  feed i n  the waters of Desolation Sound . The bird ' s size is somewhere 
between a robin and a pigeon . Its back feathers are brown with white speckle s ,  becoming 
mottled on the chest -- the marble in the murrelet -- fading to white on the belly . 

� 
EDITORS' NOTE : Reprinted from the Vancouver Sun, 1 2  January 2 0 00 with permiss ion of the 
author and the Vancouver Sun . Thanks to Stephanie Ha zlitt for alerting us to this article . 

British Co1umbia Fie1d Ornitho1ogists 
E1eventh Annua1 Conference 

June 22-24 , 2001 

The 11� Annual Conference wil l  b e  held a t  the George Dawson Inn 

in Dawson Creek , B . C .  on the wee kend of June 2 2 -2 4 ,  2 0 01 . 

Events : 

Reception on Friday evening 
Birding field trips on Saturday and Sunday mornings 
Annual general meeting and technical presentations on Saturday afternoon 
Banquet on Saturday evening 

Transportat1on & Accommodation : 

Transportation and accommodation are up to the individual (s ) to arrange . Rooms at the 
George Dawson Inn are offered at the corporate rate depending on availability . 

Registration : 

The conference fees are: 
Conference only ( includes all events except banquet ) 
Banquet only 
Conference and banquet 
Non-member surcharge 

$ 2 5  
$ 2 5  
$ 5 0  
$ 2 5  

A registration form was provided a s  an ins ert i n  the December i ssue . 
The deadline for registration is May 1, 2001. 

For information contact : Hank VanderPo l ( 2 5 0 )  9 7 9- 0 3 63 
Ev Miyasaki ( 2 5 0 )  6 5 6- 8 0 6 6  

email: rhvander@home . com 
email: emiyasaki @home . com 
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GOOSE ON THE LOOSE 

by Linda Timbs 
1345 C orbin Place 

Coquitlam, BC V3B 7E8 

Volume 11 Number 1 

A warm day back in May o f  2 0 0 0  encouraged me to take an early morning 
wal k  to the local ' Safeway' grocery store to pick up a few items . The 
store is not far from my home , and 'Tootsie Toyota' wouldn ' t  suffer from 
a ' garaged sul k '  too badly ! 

As habit dictated, I did my usual sprint about La Farge Lake , binocs 
at the ready ,  checking for unusual birds . I saw nothing to lay an egg 
ove r ,  but there would be other days , and future challenges to cackle 
about . 

Many of the readers may remember the mass ive , ongoing upheaval at the 'Sa feway' 
store , located at the corner of Lougheed Highway and We stwood Street during the Spring and 
Summer months of 2 0 0 0 ,  during their renovations . Saws bu zzing , wire s snaking from ground 
to roof-top , fenced ' Hard Hat Only' areas , and mass con fusion within the s tore , all 
contributed to utter frustration trying to locate various items . 

On this particular day, mass chaos still abounded, as I sauntered across the parking 
lot at. about 0 9 3 0 . All the other stores in the immediate area were open and parking wa s at 
a premium . I smiled at my wisdom of going-it carl ess,  then gritted my teeth , as I prepared 
myself to enter the din of ' Safeway' . 

Suddenly, I caught sight of a large feathered mas s ,  engaged in a clumsy bal let, 
whilst tapping at a window, and making odd murmuring noises . It appeared to be a Canada 
Goose . On closer inspection, it was a goose displaying amorous goose behaviors toward his 
own reflection in the stQre front window of a very posh interior decoration shop . It was 
very obvious , that as far as this chap was concerned, it was love at first hon k .  I watched 
as he ran about the parking lot ripping out potted ' for sal e '  herbs and depos iting them in 
neat pile s ,  as an affe ctionate ges ture toward his newly found love . His frustration grew, 
as she made no attempt to respond . 

Concerned for the bird ' s safety, I spoke to the store Manage r,  who informed me they 
had called the S . P . C . A . , which felt they could not be of assistance . The employees ended 
up closing the door, as the goose was running in and out , probably confused as to where 
his Sweetie was hiding . Car and truck drivers , as well as pedestri ans , expressed concern 
for Sir Galahad, but none chose to take the initiative to get involved, or be of aid to 
mys el f .  

Having decided h i s  chosen beloved was either a dead-bea t ,  o r  belonged to s ome sort of 
an elitist feather group , the goose decided to step into 'Safeway' with me trying to act 
in a casual fashion ,  as if this sort of thing was a daily event, all the while trying to 
devis e  a rescue plan as I ambled behind him, amid gesturing, snickering onlookers .  

Appropriately, ( in a rather biz zare fashion ! ) ,  the goose had entered the store through 
the ' BYRD CONSTRUCTION WORKERS ' ENTRANCE ONLY ' . Once inside ,  stopping for a look around, 
he blasted his way over to the Deli Department , presumably in search of spinach and 
alfalfa sprout pate . Then, amid noisy and di sgusted honks , he zoomed by the poultry area, 
landing atop a bin of fresh asparagus going for $ 5 . 9 9 / lb !  Much to my horror , he made 
himself to home , and snapped his way through a goodly amount , while the Produce Manager 
looked on , aghast . 

By this time , I had been asked by s everal shoppers i f  the goose was MY pet ! I left 
one fellow thoroughly bewildered, as I tried to j okingly explain that he was my GU IDE 
GOOSE ; • • •  as I had no sense of direction or sme l l ,  and unfortunately my guide got out of 
the wrong side o f  the nest this morning . ' 

Our last stop was in front of the Pharmacy Department . A young pharmacy tech . , eager 
to be of a s s istance , a s ked if he could help . " Oh yes " ,  I said . " S i r  Galahad requires a 
refill of his 'Viagra '· prescription ! "  
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Following the goose back out into the parking lot, which was much busier than be fore 
his s tore e s capade , I decided I had to act . Isolating him in a garden plot , I took off my 
light weight nylon j ac ke t ,  and threw it over his entire body, including his head, thus 
rendering him s ightless . Quickly, but gently, I pi cked him up , my arms wrapped about his 
tors o .  I then carried him, choosing the qui etest route I knew, toward La Farge Lake . We 
made quite a sight ; me tal king soothingly to him, while his orange legs dangled and swayed 
with my every step . I was stopped by a police car . The Officer questioned my intentions . 
Having learned that one N EVER j okes with a Police officer, I decided it wouldn ' t  be in my 
best intere st to ask him i f  he had ever had Roasted Goo s e ,  with orange pineapple stuffing . 
S o ,  I gave him the straight goods , and prayed I ' d  have time to get to the lake before the 
Ambulance Crew showed up to deal with me . 

It was a rare and thrilling feeling ; hugging that warm, feathered body close to mine,  
his heart beating like a drummer on ' speed' . Not once did he struggle , honk,  hiss or bite . 

At the water ' s  edge , having removed his cove ring, I gently examined him for any sign 
of inj ury to wings , feet and legs , neck, be a k ,  and was relieved to see that he had not 
inj ured himself in his morning adventure . 

Sir Galahad required coaxing to swim into the lake, but upon seeing a Mother Mallard 
and her chicks , very close to us , he decided to take up a posit ion at the end of her line 
of babes . Mrs . Mallard quickly led her fami ly to the far side of the lake , with Goosie 
taking up the rea r ,  and I ,  having decided the crisis was ove r ,  tip-toed backward away from 
the lake,  and up the embankment ,  intent on getting back to my chores . However ,  when I 
turned around, I was deafened by the loud angry protests of,  ( you guessed i t ) , MY goose ! 
He flew out of the wate r ,  made a quick bee-line to my side ,  and plopped himself down on 
the s ide-wa l k ,  and began to Goose Step, obvi ous ly determined to be my 'Guiding Blight ' ! 

I was beginning to feel the way I imagined Conrad Lorenz must have fel t ,  during his 
' Imprinting ' experiments . However, there was absolutely NO WAY , I was going to get into 
the water with this darned goose ! So, feeling rather foolish, I began to s ing softly, 
" COM, COM, COM" , a s  Dr . Lorenz had many years ago with his goslings . It worked ! I was able 
to lure my friend back to the water ' s  edge . But would he stay? 

The Good Lord was with me that day, a s ,  j ust as I was about to turn to attempt an 
escape , a large flock of Canada Geese slid across the watery runway in their usual c1umsy 
fashion , and settled on the far side of the lake . Galahad, turned, took one last long look 
at me , amid out o f  tune honking . I swear he was saying, " Hey Babe , it was fun while it 
lasted, but the party is over ! " With that part ing shot he flew off to j oin his other 
comrades .  I watched for a few minute s ,  feeling both a sense of exhilaration and rel ief,  
then left the lake to finally get on with my day . 

Now, whenever I see 'BYRD CONSTRUCT ION '  signs around the Lower Mainland, I chuckle to 
myself and think o f  Sir Galahad : the goose that stepped fearlessly and without safety 
gear , through the 'Construction Workers ' Door Onl y' , displaying all the characteristics of 
an experienced, ( albe i t ,  S ILLY ) site Manager . 

,-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------� 
( British Columbia Nest Record Scheme (BCNRS) \ 

The ne st ing season has arrived . We are again inviting naturalists to jo in us in 
recording information on breeding birds in BC . 

The BCNRS is now the large st and most heavily used nest record scheme in North America . 
Over the past two decades it has been the maj or source of breeding information for the four­
volume set of Birds o f  British Columbia and will continue to provide new informat ion on the 
distribution and biology of birds locally and provinc ia l ly .  

I f  you want to participate in th i s  worthwh ile endeavour please contact the addre ss 
below for nest cards and an instruction booklet . We can a l so send you a copy of our 2000 
nes t ing season report . 

BC Nest Record Scheme 
P . O .  Box 6218 , Station c 

Victoria , BC V8P 5L5 

� (250) 477-0465 
1 

'�-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------�'' 
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