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EDITORS' NOTES AND NOTIONS 

A great big " Thank You" to everyone who sent us mat erial early s o  that we 
could get thi s issue almost completed be fore we went away on holidays . We arrived 
back in BC on Thursday, reoriented our biological clocks, and by Sunday night this 
is sue was ready for the printers . We had a great t ime in southern England. Met 
lots o f  relat ives and they helped us tally about 1 1 3  species, including a Spoonbill, 
a pair of Reds tarts and several Stone Curlews! Marilyn drove whi l e  I navigated and 
we had a rule that neither of us could ' bird' while the vehicle was in motion -­

traffic and roundabouts took up all our energy and attention at those time s .  I f  you 
plan t o  go birding in southern/southeast ern Engl and in the near future give us a 
call and maybe we c an help with some pointers. 

Allen Wisely has told us that ques tions regarding membership can now be 
addressed to him electronically through sylvialh@islandnet.com. This should speed 
up any enquiries. 

Marilyn and I have put together and publ ished a five year index to the BRITISH 
COLUMBIA FIELD ORNITHOLOGIST. The index is an Author/Title/Subject indexing from 
1991-19 9 5 . It doe s  not index submissions to British Columbia Birds. Copies of the 
index wi ll be available for sale at the 1 99 6  Annual General Meet ing [$2 . 00/copy] and 
wil l  also be available by mail from the Editors for $3 . 5 0/copy [$2 . 00 + p&h] . Only 
50 copies of the index have been publi shed as we undertook the venture privat ely. 
Any funds over and above our out -o f-pocket costs for the index wi ll be donated 
direct ly to the BCFO. 

What has this issue in store for you? Larry has provided a great site guide 
for the Colony Farm Regional Park and has also provided a new checkli s t  for that 
area. Elsie t akes us through the avifaunal changes she has observed during the 
creation of a new gol f  course in the Vernon area . Les provides anot her look at 
birds and fore stry practices. Jerry relates how he successfully combines two 
interest s  and becomes a more observant birder. Brian is in at the birth whi le Prue 
is in at a demise. Mabel t akes us along with her on her trip to Nome and, final ly, 
through the courtesy of Jeremy Baumbach and Cameron Eckert, we provide you with a 
l i t t le birding chal lenge Yukon style. Enjoy! 

Good birding and we hope to see you in June at this year ' s  AGM . a  
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SOCIETY NEWS 

Our mailbox does no t appear to have any missives from the directors so we will 
jus t  send out a few notes of our own . 

The major information is the Annual General Meeting, which will be held at 
Manning Park Lodge (14-16 June, 19 9 6 )  in conjunction with the Manning Provincial 
Park Bird Blitz . This is a major opportunity to provide direct input into the 
organizat ion so please get invo lved in any way you can - - with the meeting agenda, 
with the direction of BCFO, or by volunteering to let your name s t and as a director 
for the BCFO Board of Directors . As a provincial organiz ation we would like t o  have 
representation from throughout the province. 

We hope you will have noticed that there have been not one, but two, issues 
of British Columbia Birds in your mailboxes during the last couple o f  months . A lot 
of time, energy and effort by a number o f  BCFO members has helped to get our journal 
back "on track" again . Thanks are due to the many members who submit ted articles, 
who reviewed submissions, who reviewed books, who provided editorial nudges and 
exper tise and who ensured that the final product reached your doorways . 

The British Columbia Field Orni thologists has been an organi zation for just 
over five years . Brian Self, one of the founding members, has provided us with a 
light -hearted look at the early days . (see pages 16 - 17 ) . During those five years the 
organi zat ion has had fift een people serve as officers and directors . They have kept 
the organizat ion afloat through both smooth and stormy times and certainly deserve 
our thanks and continued support . Als o  during those five years at least 8 3  people 
have submit ted art icles, letters, comment s ,  etc . to allow us to provide members with 
interesting and informative publ ications on an ongoing bas is . Keep up the good work 
and the next five years wi ll surely build upon the acc omplishments of the last 
five . CJ  

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

compiled by Martin K. McNicholl 

June 2 - 15, 19 96 SOUTHERN ALBERTA AND CALGARY AREA. Fully escorted birding trip 
for ten peopl e .  Fly from Vancouver/Victoria . Total cost $1,5 2 5  
including t axes . Possible species inc lude Sharp-t ailed & Sage 
Grouse, Mountain Plover, Baird ' s  & LeConte ' s  Sparrows, McCown ' s  
& Chestnut -collared Longspurs .  Contact : Derrick Marven, 1887 
Frances Street, Duncan, B . C .  V9L 4Z9; phone (6 04) 7 48-8504. 

June 8 - 9 ,  199 6  STRATHCONA PARK BIRD SEARCH. This is a Strathcona Wilderness 
Institute Annual Event . Birders are needed to record birds in the 
Park . Hike, canoe or ski anywhere in the Park . Camping will be 
available at Buttle Lake . For further information please contact : 
Betty Brooks, 16 30 Seaview Road, Black Creek, B . C .  V9J 1J5. 
Phone (604) 3 3 7 - 818 0 

June 14- 16 , 1996 BCFO 1996 Annual General Meeting, wil l  be held at Manning Park 
Lodge in conjunct ion with the Manning Provinci al Park Bird Blitz . 
Arrive appropriately prepared for bird bl itz ing, fine food, super 
speakers, timely topics, and an awesome AGM . Remember - - BCFO 
' members make the meeting' . Please get involved in any way you 
can, with the meet ing, with the direct ion o f  BCFO, with art icles 
or information for our two publicat ions, by volunt eering to let 
your name stand as one of the BCFO Board o f  Directors . We again 
look forward to seeing everybody at this annual get - together of 
birders from throughout the province. 

June 14- 16 , 19 96 WESTERN FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS AND COLORADO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS 
Joint Meet ing, Estes Park, Colorado. 
Contact : Raymond Davis, CFO, Box 481, Lyons, CO 8 0540, USA; 
phone (303 ) 8 3 2 - 5 3 3 2 . 

�I 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS (cont inued) 

June 2 2 - 2 8 ,  1 9 96 

Aug. 2 - 7  , 1 9 9 6 

Aug. 1 3-1 7 ,  1 9 96 

Aug. 1 5 - 1  8, 1 9 9 6 

Aug. 20- 2 4, 1 9 96 

Aug. 2 3 - 2 6 ,  1 9 96 

Sept. 1 3 - 1 5 1 9 96 

oct. 1 8 - 2 0 1 9 9 6  

OKANAGAN REGION. Ful ly escorted birding trip =o:::- six people. 
Leaving from Victoria. Total cost $ 925 including taxes. Pos s ible 
spec ies include Chukar, Gray Partridge, Black-backed, Thre e - toed 
& Whi te-headed Woodpeckers, Williamson ' s  Sapsucker, Gray 
Flycatcher, Sage Thrasher. Contact : Derrick Marven, 1 887 Frances 
Street, Duncan, B. C. V9L 4Z9 ;  phone (604) 7 48 - 8 504. 

SOCIETY OF CARIBBEAN ORNITHOLOGY ANNUAL MEETING, Nass au, Bahama 
I s lands. Contact : James Wiley, 2 2 01 Ashland St. , Ruston, LA 
71270, USA; phone (3 1 8 ) 2 7 4- 2 499. 

114th STATED MEETING, AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS' UNION & RAPTOR 
RESEARCH FOUNDATION ANNUAL MEETING, Boise S tate University, 
Boise, I daho, USA. Contact : Marc Bechard or Al Dufty, AOU/RRF 
Local Committee, 556 Flying Hawk Lane, Boise, ID 8 3 7 09 - 7 2 8 9, USA; 
phone (2 08) 3 8 5 - 3 5 30 -- Bechard; or (208 ) 3 8 5 - 3 2 6 3  - - Dufty. 

CANADIAN NATURE FEDERATION 25th ANNIVERSARY AND THE MANITOBA 
NATURALISTS SOCIETY 75th ANNIVERSARY, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
Contact : Wes J. Tretiak, CNF Conference Regi strar, 3 06 - 2 3 9 3  
Pembina Highway, Winnipeg, MB .  R3T 2H4; phone (2 04) 2 6 1 - 1 9 6 6 .  

SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL GROUSE SYMPOSIUM, Fort Collins, Colorado. 
Contact : Clait E. Braun, Wildl i fe Res earch Center, 3 1 7 West 
Prospect Road, Ft. Collins, CO 8 05 26, USA or Kathy Martin, 
Canadian Wildl ife Service, 542 1 Robert s on Rd. , R. R. # 1 , Del t a, 
B. C. V4K 3N2; phone (6 04) 946 - 8 546 or (6 04) 8 2 2 -9 695 . 

SOCIETY OF CANADIAN ORNITHOLOGY ANNUAL MEETING, University of New 
Brunswick, Fredericton, N. B. Contact : Tony Diamond, Atlantic 
Cooperat ive Wildl i fe Ecology Research Network, Univers ity of New 
Brunswick, Fredericton, N. B. E3B 6 E 1 ; phone (506) 453-5006 in 
a. m. At l antic t ime or (506 ) 45 3 - 49 26 in p. m. 

WESTERN BIRD BANDING ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING, Portland, 
Oregon. Contact : Bob Al tman, 1 8 000 SE Vogel Rd. , Boring, OR 
9 7 009, USA; phone (5 03) 6 5 8-2 5 3 7 .  

JOINT ANNUAL MEETING ASSOCIATION OF FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS & 
GEORGIA ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY, Jekyll I s land, Georgia. 
Contact : Bill Lovejoy, 233 S. Edgewood Drive, Statesboro, GA 
3 0458, USA; phone (9 1 2 ) 6 8 1 -2 5 1 6 or Eugenia Thompson, 201 5 Morton 
Road, Athens, GA 30605; phone (7 06 ) 549-7 3 1 8 .  

*****************1 99 7 ********************** 

Feb. 5 - 9  1 99 7  

July 2 1 - 2 6  1 9 9 7  

SECOND INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON THE BIOLOGY AND CONSERVATION OF 
OWLS OF THE NORTHERN HEMISPHERE, Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
Contact : James R. Duncan, Mani toba Conservat ion Data Cent re, 
Department o f  Natural Resources, Box 24, 1 49 5  St. James Street, 
Winnipeg, Mani toba R3H OW4; phone (2 04) 945 - 7 46 5. 

JOINT ANNUAL MEETING ASSOCIATION OF FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS, 
AMERICAN BIRDING ASSOCIATION & COSTA RICAN ORNITHOLOGICAL 
SOCIETY, Cos t a  Rica. Exact locat ion and contacts not yet 
announced. 

*****************1 9 98 ********************** 

Aug. 1 6 - 2 2  1 99 8  TWENTY-SECOND INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGICAL CONGRESS, Durban, 
South Africa. Numerous field trips to various parts of southern 
Africa are planned in addi t i on t o  scienti fic program. Cont act 
Secretary-General Dr. Aldo Berruti, Department of Orni thology, 
Durban Natural Science Museum, Box 408 5, Durban, South Africa. � 
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SITE GUIDE: COLONY FARM REGIONAL PARK 
(Coquitlam/Port Coquitlam, B.C.) 

by Larry Cowan 
1 988 Campbell Avenue 

Port Coquitlam, BC V3C 4T2 
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Colony Farm Regional Park is a 5 9 2  acre area straddling t he lower end o f  the 
Coquitlam River near its confluence wi t h  t he Fraser River . It extends no rth from the 
Mary Hi ll Bypass, east from Lougheed Hwy in Coquitlam, and west from Mary Hill Road 
in Port Coquitlam . The northern boundary is Indian Res erve #2 (IR#2) . 

If you use Hwy #1 from t he Wes t ,  t ake exit 44 . Stay right , taking t he route 
marked for Pitt Meadows . Thi s road veers left under the Port Mann Bridge and comes 
to signal lights . 

1) I f  you proceed directly t hrough these light s t he road put s you on t he Mary 
Hi ll Bypas s .  This wi ll take you to t he eastern side of the Park . Turn left at 
the first street which wi ll be Mary Hill Road . Proceed north to t he parking 
area on your left (approx . 1 km) . 

2 )  I f  you turn left at the signal light s t he road wi ll put you on United Blvd . 
Proceed in t he right -hand lane . After pass ing a set o f  traffic s ignals s t ay 
right and exi t  onto Lougheed Hwy Eas t . The first l ights you come to wi l l  be 
Colony Farm Road . Turn right and proceed to t he parking lot at t he end of t he 
road . 

During 1 9 9 5  Col ony Farm was designated a regional park by t he Provi ncial 
Government . Thi s was t he resul t o f  many local, and not so local, individuals and 
naturalist organi zat ions making both public and politicians aware o f  t he area ' s  
importance as a wi ldlife re fuge for animals and as an open area for passive human 
recreat ional act ivi ties. The Farm provides a vital link in a wi ldl i fe corridor t hat 
stretches from the mountains in the north to Surrey Bend on the south s hore o f  t he 
Fraser. The local MLA and MP ' s  support should be acknowledged . They played a part 
in swaying other polit ical support in favour o f  the area becoming a park . 

The Colony Farm Land Us e Study Steering Commi tt ee had countless meetings and 
several public forums and informat ional Open Houses . These efforts raised community 
awareness so that informed decisions could be made on Colony Farm ' s  future . Alt hough 
designated as a park, not all areas are earmarked for wildlife . Two hundred and 
seventy-nine acres have been set aside for wildlife, 187 acres for agriculture, 130 
acres for Int egrated Management (to research the compatibility o f  wildlife and 
agricul ture) , seven acres of allotment gardens and t he balance for parking and o t her 
uses . 

The Park contains a wide range o f  habitats supporting both resident and 
migrant birds and mammals in all seasons . The Farm ' s  ' old-fi eld habi tat ' is o f  
particular interest as it represents one o f  the largest areas o f  i t s  kind west o f  
the Pitt River. Ot her habitat types in, o r  bordering on, t he park are riparian, 
dec iduous woods, mixed deciduous and coni ferous woods, bog and several small 
marshes . In an ext ended ' Colony Farm ' the Fraser River and t he Coquit l am Wildl i fe 
Management Area (CWMA) are also home to many bird species . 

The CWMA is a large stand o f  cottonwoods south of the Mary Hi ll Bypass and 
east from the mouth of t he Coquitlam River . This i s  t he location of a substant ial 
breeding col ony o f  Great Blue Herons . In recent years t here have been up t o  40 
act ive nes t s  at the site . This locat ion is also a good spot to see Bullock ' s  Orioles 
which al so breed in these woods . Tree I s l and, just off t he mouth of t he Coquitlam 
River ,  has in past years had an act ive Bald E agle nest . At vari ous seasons o f  t he 
year both Common and Red- throated Loons along wi th Horned, Red-necked and Western 
Grebes have been observed feeding near the mou t h .  Recently a lone Trumpeter Swan was 
seen ups tream of the Bypass Bridge . A l andfill site on t he sout h s hore o f  the Frase r  
opposite here attracts thousands o f  gulls that can b e  seen roost ing on sandbars and 
in over - flight . Glaucous -winged Gulls are the most common gull . Mew, Ring-billed, 
Cali fornia, Thayer ' s  and Herring Gul ls can be spot ted on occasion by patiently 
scoping the roost s .  
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COLONY FARM REGIONAL PARK (continued) 

June 1996 

Colony Farm i t self has been a much overlooked birding area . However in the 
last few years, due to the confirmed nesting of Western Kingbirds and two years ago 
the Least Flycatcher, many birders have discovered i t s  great abundance of bird 
species . Other local rarities to attract birders are the Lazuli Bunting, Eastern 
Kingbird (both ne sting species) , Green Heron and a breeding pair of Barn Owls . 

There are two parking areas from which to st art your walks . One is the 
Forens ic Psychiatric Insti tute (FP I )  parking lot at the east end of Colony Farm Road 
that is acces sed from Lougheed Hwy . This lot is open for birders and o ther park 
visitors use . A short walk southward along the dike wi ll find you at the confluence 
of the Coqui t l am and Fraser Rivers . As previously described look for waterfowl on 
the rivers and raptors such as Bald Eagles, Peregrine Falcon (when he ' s  not catching 
Rock Doves off the Port Mann Bridge) and Osprey in season . The fields south o f  the 
FPI and we st of the dike were actively farmed up unt i l  last year when construct ion 
of a new facil ity was s t arted . This field hos t s  large gull roos ts during different 
t ime s of the day . American Pipi ts often use this field during their migration s t op 
overs . On April 5, 1 9 95 Mount ain Bluebirds were observed in patches o f  t all grass 
on the far wes t  side along the CP Railway l ine . Look in the ditches for Wood and 
other duck species . Last year during our Vancouver Natural Hi st ory Society Big Day 
while we were going t o  a secret l ocation to tick a Barn Owl, we s aw a Sora in the 
ditch . Numerous sparrow and warbler species can be seen in the hedgerows and trees 
here and south of the Bypas s .  Check out the sometimes large flocks o f  Canada Geese 
for a Greater Whi t e - fronted or Snow Goose . On one occasion a Trumpeter Swan joined 
the Canadas to feed . 

Walking we st from the Parking lot along Colony Farm Road can be product ive . 
A circle route can be started from here t aking you wes t  t o  the CP Railway l ine . Look 
for Bullock ' s  Oriole in the mature trees along the road . In the fields look for 
ducks in winter, Northern Harriers at any season . Keep an eye open for sparrows in 
the hedgerows . At a small marsh on your right watch for Red-winged Bl ackbirds, Marsh 
Wrens and pos sibly Virginia Rail . Ye llow-headed Blackbirds have also been seen in 
the Park . At the rai lway tracks (CAUTION: heed trains! This is a very act ive line) , 
turn north along the roadway paralleling the tracks . After a short walk you wil l  
come to a small pond o n  your right . There is a trail here which wi ll take you back 
to the Coqui t l am River if needed . Watch for ducks and a possible Hooded Merganser 
or Bufflehead on the pond . This pond is ac tually a widening of Mundy Creek . 

Cont inuing along the gravel road wi ll t ake you past several smal ler old-field 
areas . At about a kilometer from the start of the road you wi ll see buildings on 
your l e ft across the Lougheed Hwy . At this point you should have reached a l arge 
marshy area on your right . I have not fully expl ored this marsh but it is reported 
t o  hold American Bit t ern . Just past here look for a short trail on your right that 
will take you back to the river . When you reach the river trail you have the choice 
of going north or south . The trail north trave l s  through a mixed forest sett ing with 
the usual assortment of forest dwellers . This trail is interest ing but can be a 
muddy experience i f  we have had wet weather . Eventually this trail t akes you to P i t t  
River Road . I f  you cross the Bailey Bridge (soon to b e  a larger cement bridge that 
is under const ruction as o f  this writ ing) you will find a trail running south to 
return you through the woods back to Colony Farm . I f  you miss the trail you wil l  
come to a dike which would also take you back t o  the farms . 

It is suggested, however, that you take the trail SOUTH rather than north . I t  
is a long walk back to your car taking the northern route . The trail south wi ll t ake 
you along the Coquitlam River which should be scanned for ducks , mergansers and 
Great Blue Herons perched in the trees . Ducks to be l ooked for are Wood, Mallard, 
American and Eurasian Wigeon and Gadwal l .  Bufflehead and Common Goldeneye are also 
often seen . When you again find yourself back t o  the open farm lands watch for other 
waterfowl on the river and di tches . Some species seen are Blue-winged and Cinnamon 
Teal, Northern Shoveler and Northern Pint ail . The se species are best looked for in 
spring and fal l . In fall, winter, and early spring watch for Northern Shrike in all 
field habi t at . There are at least three shrikes pre sent in the park most years . 
Check those shrikes carefully, Loggerhead Shrike have been reported on two 
occasions . The FPI buildings will soon be visible to the south . On your walk back 
to your car watch for Ringed-necked Phe asant , Spotted Towhee and Song Sparrows year 
round . Savannah, Fox, Golden-crowned, Whi te-crowned and Lincoln ' s  Sparrows can be 
seen in the right seasons . During migration American Tree and Whi t e - throated 
Sparrows have been located . Rufous Hummingbirds are common in spr ing and summer . 
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COLONY FARM REGIONAL PARK (continued) 
The second parking spot from which to start is located on Mary Hill Road on 

the Farm ' s  east side . The paved parking area is on your left about 1 km north from 
the Mary Hi ll Bypass just before the electric power lines . This is my favorite 
s t art ing place . It offers, in spring espec ially, a chance of seeing many o f  Colony 
Farm ' s  specialty birds, namely We stern and Eas tern Kingbirds and Lazuli Bunting . The 
dike trail proceeds downhill crossing the farm unt i l  it branches at the river. Thi s  
stretch alone can take a 1 /2 hour if you take i t  a l l  in . Lazulis can some t imes be 
seen direc tly below the parking area and Eas tern Kingbirds tried in vain to nes t  on 
top o f  the first hydro t ower l ast year . You have the chance o f  seeing all o f  the 
swallow species normally found in the area along thi s stretch -- Tree , Viol e t - green, 
Cliff and Northern Rough-winged . The Bank Swallow is not common but is s een most 
years in migration usual ly in the late summer . Both Vaux ' s  and Black Swift c an be 
seen at the Farm - - the Vaux ' s  generally in pairs wi th the Black in l arger flocks 
feeding high over the river . The Wes tern Kingbirds are most l ikely to be in the 
field to your right . They have nested the last two years on the second tower. They 
have nested in one of the corners at the point near the top of the tower where i t  
narrows be fore again widening . They are present from late May through t o  August. In 
late march and through April look for migrating Mountain Bluebirds . Li s ten for Marsh 
Wren and Common Yellowthroat cal ling from the foli age along the ditch . 

In fall and winter Short -eared Owls are often seen hunting fields on e ither 
side o f  the dike and if you are lucky maybe one of the resident Barn Owls wi ll make 
a rare daylight hunting sortie . Also t argeting the large population of Townsend ' s  
Voles are Northern Harrier, Red - t ailed and Rough-legged Hawks . The Great Blue Heron 
is another predato r  hunting voles . In recent years another predator, namely the 
coyote, has found the fields very product ive . The area has an increasing c oyote 
population with mo st visits to the park producing a coyote or two . 

The dike from the parking area ends at a ' T '  j unct i on at the river . Here scan 
the river banks for Belted Kingfishers and a possible Green Heron . Catt l e  Egre t  and 
Black- crowned Night -heron have also been reported from the Farms . A total of 2 3  
species o f  waterfowl have been recorded over the years . The dike splits a t  the river 
into one going left (south) towards the Mary Hi ll Bypass and a s t and of cottonwoods 
and right (north) towards the mixed woodlot (where the confi rmed breeding pair o f  
Least Flycatchers were found) and the bog along the north dike heading e a s t  again . 
Both directions have opportunit ies for many specie s . 

The dike to your l e ft can be t aken through the s t and o f  cot t onwoods over 
several bridges and under the Bypass Bridge . Cro ssing this bridge wil l  allow you to 
access the west s ide of the Park . Look for Lazuli Bunt ing, American Goldfinch , 
numerous sparrow species and Eastern Kingbirds on your walk to the trees . When the 
frui t  is ripe on the elderberry shrubs it can attract large numbers of Band- t ailed 
Pigeons . 

The dike to the right provides a circular route back to your car . Watch for 
Eas tern Kingbirds on your left and many of the numerous resident Rufous 
Hummingbirds . Common Snipe can often be seen along this section near dusk . As you 
approach the woodlot watch in spring for Yellow-rumped, Wilson ' s , Yellow , and Black­
throated Gray Warblers . Once you reach the area where you have the woods on the left 
and fields on the right it somet imes is difficult t o  decide which habitat to watch . 
Downy, Hairy, and Pileated Woodpeckers can commonly be seen and heard in the woods. 
Warbling and Red- eyed Vireos can also be heard and seen here . The common flycatchers 
to see are Willow and Western Wood-Pewee . Watch and listen for Common Ravens flying 
over the Farms heading north to the mount ains . Proceeding north you wil l  come to a 
fork in the dike . Going t o  the left will t ake you through the woods t o  eventually 
make your way to Pitt River Road . A short di s t ance up this dike a trail leads to the 
left . A short dis t ance up from here is a pond which can produce waterfowl, 
woodpeckers and other forest birds -- worth the short walk . Taking the dike to the 
right (east )  takes you alongside a bog on your left . Merlin are sometimes present 
pat iently s i t ting and waiting for an unwary passerine to happen by . Thi s  is also a 
popular spot to see Kestrel s . At the end o f  thi s dike is a house which is situated 
on IR#2 . You will likely be greeted by their dog which I have always found friendly . 
A road runs uphill at this point and t akes you to Mary Hill Road . Proceed to your 
l e ft . This wi ll take you back to your vehicle but do not stop l ooking for birds. 
Many good sightings have been made along thi s stretch of road . It is best to cross 
to the paved sidewalk .  The traffic moves very fast through this area and because of 
the turns vehicles can appear out o f  nowhere . 
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COLONY FARM REGIONAL PARK (continued) 

June 1996 

A bird checkl i s t  which was produced by the Burke Mountain Naturali s t s  is 
current ly being updated in c o - operation with the ' BC Wildlife Wat ch ' program and 
should be o btainable soon by contact ing Wildl i fe Watch , BC Environment ,  103 3 4- 1 5 2A 
Street, Surrey , BC V3R 7P8 . 

The preliminary l ist follows showing species , seasonal occurrence and relative 
a bundance. It will make you aware of the many species that occur here that I did not 
ment i on. a ' 
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Seas onal Occurrences Preliminary 
Sp 
s 
F 
w 

spring 
summe r 
fall 
winter 

March - May 
June - late Augus t  
late August - November 
December - February 

Bird Checklist for 
Colony Farm Regional Park 

Relat ive Abundance 
c common; should be found on most vis i t s  in sui table habitat 
f fairly common; may be found in suit able habitat 
u uncommon; not easily found, present in limit ed numbers or secretive 
r rare; can be present but in very low numbers, may be di fficult to find 
ca casual; very rare, 1- 3 records known 
ac acc ident al; not seen every year, outs ide normal range 

Other Symbols * species has been documented breeding in the checklist area 

Red-throated Loon 

Common Loon 

Pied-billed Grebe 

Homed Grebe 

Red-necked Grebe 

Western Grebe 

Double-crested Cormorant 

American Bittern 

Cattle Egret 

� 
ca 

r 

u 

ca 

ca 

Great Blue Heron * c 

Green Heron * 

Black-crowned Night Heron 

Tundra Swan 

Trumpeter Swan r 

Greater White-fronted Goose ca 

Snow Goose 

Canada Goose * c 

Wood Duck* c 
Green-winged Teal 

Mallard* c 

Northern Pintail 

Blue-winged Teal * u 

Cinnamon Teal * u 

Northern Shoveler ca 

Gadwall u 

Eurasian Wigeon 

American Wigeon 

Canvasback 

Ring-necked Duck 

Greater Scaup 

Lesser Scaup 

Common Goldeneye 

Barrow's Goldeneye 

Bufflehead 

Hooded Merganser 

Common Merganser * 

Turkey Vulture 

Osprey 

Bald Eagle * 

Northern Harrier 

Sharp-shinned Hawk 

Cooper's Hawk 

Red-tailed Hawk * 

Rough-legged Hawk 

ca 

r 

u 

u 

u 

u 

u 

c 

u 

r 

c 

u 

c 

c 

c 

ca 

u 

u 

u 

u 

r 

u 

u 

u 

c 

f 
r 

u 

r 

u 

u 

u 

r 

ca 

c 

u 

r 

ca 

c 

c 

c 

c 

ca 

u 

c 

c 

u 

c 

c 

u 

c 

u 

u 

u 

u 

ca 

c 

ca 

ca 

c 

c 

c 

c 

u 

u 

c 

u 

u 

u 

c 

c 

f 

c 

c 

u 

u 

c 

u 

American Kestrel * 

Merlin 

Peregrine Falcon 

Ring-necked Pheasant * 

Virginia Rail 

Sora 

American Coot 

Killdeer* 

Lesser Y ellowlegs 

Spotted Sandpiper 

Pectoral Sandpiper 

Long-billed Dowitcher 

Common Snipe 

Mew Gull 

Ring -billed Gull 

California Gull 

Herring Gull 

Thayer's Gull 

Glaucous-winged Gull 

Caspian Tern 

Rock Dove* 

Band-tailed Pigeon 

Mourning Dove 

Bam Owl* 

Great Homed Owl * 

Short-eared Owl 

Common Nighthawk 

Black Swift 

Vaux's Swift 

Rufous Hummingbird * 

Belted Kingfisher 

Red-breasted Sapsucker 

Downy Woodpecker* 

Hairy Woodpecker 

Northern Flicker 

Pileated Woodpecker* 

c 

ca 

ca 

ca 

r 

u 

c 

c 

ca 

c 

r 

u 

r 

u 

c 

r 

c 

u 

c 

u 

r 

c 

u 

ca 

u 

c 

c 

c 

r 

u 

c 

c 

u 

u 

u 

f 
r 

r 

r 

c 

r 

r 

r 

r 

u 

c 

c 

u 

u 

c 

u 

c 

u 

r 

c 

u 

r 

u 

u 

ca 

ca 

ca 

ca 

c 

c 

u 

u 

u 

c 

u 

c 

u 
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Olive-sided Flycatcher 

Western Wood-Pewee* 

Willow Flycatcher * 

Least Flycatcher * 

Hammond's Flycatcher 

Pacific-slope Flycatcher 

Western Flycatcher* 

Eastern Flycatcher * 

Tree Swallow * 

u 

c 

r 

c 

Violet-green Swallow * c 

N. Rough-winged Swallow* c 

Bank Swallow 
Cliff Swallow u 

Bam Swallow * c 

Steller's Jay u 

Northwestern Crow * c 

Common Raven u 

Black-capped Chickadee 

Chestnut-backed Chickadee 

Bushtit * 

Red-breasted Nuthatch 

Brown Creeper 

Bewick's Wren* 

Winter Wren 

Marsh Wren * 

Golden-crowned Kinglet 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

Mountain Bluebird 

Townsend's Solitaire 

Swainson's Thrush* 

American Robin * 

Varied Thrush 

Gray Catbird 

American Pipit 

Bohemian Waxwing 

Cedar Waxwing 

c 

c 

u 

c 

u 

c 

u 

u 

ca 

c 

c 

ca 

u 

c 

ca 

u 

f 

c 

c 

c 

c 

ca 

c 

u 

c 

u 

c 

c 

u 

c 

u 

c 

c 

c 

c 
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ca 
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u 
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ca 

u 

u 

c 

u 

c 

r 

c 

u 

u 

c 

u 

c 

c 

u 

u 

ca 

Northern Shrike 

Loggerhead Shrike 

European Starling * 

Solitary Vireo 

Hutton's Vireo 

Warbling Vireo * 

Red-eyed Vireo * 

Orange-crowned Warbler 

Yellow Warbler* 

Yellow-romped Warbler 

Blk-throated Gray Warbler 

MacGillivray's Warbler 

Common Y ellowthroat * 

Wilson's Warbler 

Western Tanager 

Black-headed Grosbeak* 

Lazuli Bunting * 

Spotted Towhee * 

American Tree Sparrow 

Savannah Sparrow * 

Fox Sparrow 

Song Sparrow * 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

White-throated Sparrow 

Golden-crowned Sparrow 

White-crowned Sparrow 

Dark-eyed Junco 

Red-winged Blackbird * 

Yellow-headed Blackbird 

Brewer's Blackbird 

Brown-headed Cowbird * 

Bullock's Oriole * 

Purple Finch 

House Finch * 

Red Crossbill 

Pine Siskin 

American Goldfinch * 

Evening Grosbeak 

House Sparrow * 
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ca 

c 

ca 

ca 

u 
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ca 
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I f  you get a chance to bird Colony Farm Regional Park I hope you enjoy the 
varied habitats, birds and wildl ife spec ies found there. a -

GUIDELINES FOR SITE GUIDES 

S i te Guides should be about 2 - 3  pages in length. They should inc lude a map (hand­
drawn is fine) with distances to viewing areas clearly indicated from the s tarting 
point. Landmarks and terrain should be noted, along with the birds seen in season. 
Any unusual or speci al spec ies should be given and a local contact person is always 
helpful information. Haz ards and closed areas should also be indicated so that we 
may all experience safe birding. Items of historical or geological interest along 
the route should also be noted. Many birders are interested in a broad range o f  
natural history areas and i t  is nice to be able to s timulate the grey c e l l s  while 
patiently and quietly awaiting the poss ible appearance of an elus ive li febird. a 
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Birding on Predator Ridge Golf Course 

by Elsie Nykyfork 
746 1 Fleming Road, RR #4 

Vernon, BC V 1T 6 L7 

Page 1 1  

I n  199 1, while birding on the Commonage Road i n  Vernon, I noticed bulldozers 
were working on an area jus t  south of the McKay Sewerage Pond . They were creating 
the s tranges t  looking thing with lumps, bumps, flat areas and enhancement of the 
lakes . After a few vi sits it suddenly dawned on me, " That ' s  going to be a gol f  
course! " .  I watched the development grow and lamented t o  myse l f  the loss o f  yet 
another good birding are a .  About the same time as this was all happening I was 
asked by the North Okanagan Natural ist President, Phil Renson, to form a Bluebird 
Survival Program. One o f  the first places we asked to join the Program was the 
Predator Ridge Gol f  Course . 

There are 12 00 acres o f  land on the Go l f  Course property and three natural 
lakes, one marshy pond and two man-made lakes . The natural wat ercourse has been 
used to create a network of lakes which att ract countless waterfowl and small birds . 
The surrounding wooded area has Ponderosa Pine . Interior Douglas Fir, Red Cedar 
Birch, Trembling Aspen and an abundance of frui t - bearing shrubs and vines . Within 
these areas I have observed coyote, bl ack bear, deer, porcupine, red squirrel, 
chipmunk and weasel . 

I n  the first year o f  operat ion twenty boxes were put up on the Commonage Road 
and the perimeter fence lines plus a few boxes at the edge of the forested area . 
Result - - we had three boxes used by Western Bluebirds and they fledged 18 birds in 
our first year . Tree Swallows and House Wrens used the bala·nce o f  the boxes . While 
I was checking my boxes I was, natural ly, birding . Forty- two species were seen on 
the gol f  course in 19 9 2  and the lis t has now grown to 113 species seen . [see l i s t  
page 13 ] 

The Yel l ow-headed Blackbird has found the reeds around the l arge lake and makes 
a colourful addit ion to the are a . Marsh Wren and Sora are also in the reeds on this 
lake . One morning at 6 am (beat the golfe rs ! ) I was checking the area o f  the lake 
and out walked a Virginia Rail right onto the grass . What a surprise and pleasure 
for me! Coots, Ruddy Duck, Canada Goo se, Redhead, and scaup all use thi s lake, some 
of them stopping to nest and rear their young. The surrounding " natural " long grass 
is nest ing area for Savannah Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow, Cal i forni a Quail, Meadowlark 
and Ring-necked Pheasant . There are three long grass areas like this on the 
property . 

I now have Phyllis Irvine to help me with the 50 boxes our t rail has grown to . 
I also go many times on my own, just t o  walk the seven (7) km o f  paths around and 
through the woods of the inner grounds . I absorb the wonderful, peaceful feeling 
and watch the birds . 

There has been an expansion in the number of holes added to the Course in the 
l ast couple of years . The Course twines in a large l oop through the trees with 
natural rock bluffs and forest in the middle and surrounding area . Townsend ' s  
Solitaire ne st here . I put eight (8) new boxes in this area last fal l and now hope 
for nuthatches and chickadees . Squirrels chew the edges of the holes in the boxes 
which are put up in wooded areas . I have put a metal face plate on around the hole 
to slow them down . We have Whit e - breasted Nuthatch, Mount ain Chickadee, House Wren, 
Tree Swallow, Mountain Bluebird and, of course, Wes tern Bluebirds using our boxes . 
There is much diversity o f  habi t at on these grounds . They range from open dry-grass 
to forest and lakes so in 199 5  I was able to submit 113 Nest Record Cards from the 
Gol f  Course to Wayne Campbell . The fact that a golf course is in the middle o f  the 
nest record area does not seem to mat ter too much . 

On the grounds there is an old farm hous e  and some old log barns . The Cliff 
Swallows have up to 7 5  ne sts here each year . A Say ' s  Phoebe selects one clay bas e  
and builds her nest o n  t op .  She is early s o  can just rai se one brood there before 
she is evicted by the Cl iff Swallows . Her second brood is usually in the barn . A 
Red - t ailed Hawk raised three (3) young in the "outback " .  The next year a Great 
Horned Owl raised Two (2) chicks in that same nes t . I wonder who gets i t  for 199 6 ?  
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Predator Ridge Golf Course (continued) 

June 1996 

There has always been a picturesque l ittle lake nestled in the trees here . For 
years the local hiking group would hike from Ellison Park , through the woods and 
over the hill, to have lunch at this beautiful spot. They called i t  Birdie Lake . 
I advis ed the grounds superintendent about this and the name has been c arried on . 
The lake area has been enhanced, but you can still sit on the bank and observe 
Gadwal l ,  Ruddy Duck, scaup , Mall ard , Canada Goose , Coot,  Redhead to name a few . 
Many of these s tay to nest near the lake . The reedy end of the l ake has the usual 
compliment o f  Red-winged Bl ackbird and Yellow-headed Bl ackbir d .  The Northern Oriole 
hangs her dainty basket nes t  on a branch along the edge o f  the l ake . The Spotted 
Sandpiper decided to nest at #14 hole . The grounds staff put a little fence o f  
s ticks around the nest site and " Spotty " succes s fully raised her brood . 

The Bluebird Trail on the Go lf Course has become so extensive and success ful 
that Phyll is and I now have the use of a gol f  c art to help on the inner part of the 
trail . We still have to hoof it for the outer 2 5  boxes on Commonage Road and the 
perimeter fences . We have fledged as many as 66 Mountain and Western Bluebirds in 
a given year . Always looking for more though. 

Predation by Tree Swallows overnes ting is sometimes bad . The chipmunk i s  
impossible to keep out . One o f  our boxes kept him well fed o n  eggs and nes tlings 
l as t  year . A House Sparrow got away on me and had s even (7) hatchlings in a box . 
I decided to leave the nest (just this once) . Just before I went away from the box 
a small thin squirrel came down the fir tree and went into the box . I banged on the 
box . He came out and was furious with me . He went back in again and this time paid 
no attention to me at all . He took a hatchling out, sat on the branch and ate it . 
I left as he cleaned off his paws and went back for another one . I have a metal 
squirrel guard on this box but this squirrel is thin enough to go right in . The 
next week when I checked out this box the squirrel had four (4) young in it . Bull 
snakes usually cl ean out a couple of ne sts a year . They leave the nest intact in 
the box but all the eggs or young are gone . The adul ts wil l usually have a second 
brood . 

Last year I had three (3 ) Tree Swal low boxes invaded with black mites . The 
mites are di sgusting . They swarm all over the box and contents in a moving black 
sheet .  It i s  hard to believe young fledged from these nes ts . I do not know the 
answer to ridding a box o f  mites . Any sugge stions out there? Blow-flies are 
another problem . We have had some success with putting a one inch high wire mesh 
under the established nest .  

I t  is February 19, 19 96 as I write this and I am getting anxious to put o n  my 
"Birder ' s  Ves t" loaded down with screw driver , pliers , screws , nails , and a packet 
of nest box cards so that I can be off to di scover what we get in 1996.  There is 
bound to be s ome treasures . 

The grounds staff and owner-managers of Predator Ridge Gol f  Course are very co­
operative and they are le arning their birds as well .  It is such luxury to go 
birding , s top for co ffee in the beauti ful c lub house and , after a short rest,  go at 
it again! Sorry the golf course is not open to publi c  birding . 

Before the Golf Course was buil t thi s  was a raptor and forest bird area . With 
the opening up and enhancing of the lake s , and the grassland no longer being grazed 
by range cattle , I feel thi s  golf course has not taken anything away from the are a . 
I t  has created a greater diversity o f  habitat for both birds and other wildlife . 

I understand there are some houses to be built on the property over the next ten 
years . We ' l l  see what develops but there should sti l l  be 400 or 500 acres left for 
the birds and me . a  

Editors ' Note : Elsie provided us with a l i s t  of the birds she has seen a Predator 
Ridge Gol f  Course and it follows on the next page . In the September 19 9 4  issue o f  
BCFO [BCFO 4 (4) : 19-20] Tony Greenfield a l s o  gave us an article about changes i n  
bird diversity on the then new Sechelt Gol f and Country Club . It might be quite 
interes ting to get an update on both of these gol f  courses in a few years time to 
see whether the golf course habitat changes remain bene ficial to birds and birding . 
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Predator Ridge Golf Course Bird List 

Canada Goose 
Mal lard 
Gadwal l 
American Wigeon 
Northern Shoveler 
Blue -winged Teal 
Cinnamon Teal 
Ruddy Duck 
Redhead 
Ring-necked Duck 
Greater Scaup 
Lesser Sc aup 
Barrow ' s  Goldeneye 
Common Goldeneye 
Bufflehead 
Common Merganser 
Hooded Merganser 
Virginia Rai l 
Sora 
Ameri can Coot 
Killdeer 
Spotted Sandpiper 
Common Snipe 
Ring-billed Gull 
Turkey Vulture 
Red-t ailed Hawk 
Swainson ' s  Hawk 
Osprey 
American Kes t rel 
Merlin 
Prairie Falcon 
Cali forni a Quail 
Ring-necked Pheas ant 
Rock Dove 
Mourning Dove 
Great Horned Owl 
Great Gray Owl 

Common Nighthawk 
Calliope Hummingbird 
Rufous Hummingbird 
Common Flicker 
Red-naped Sapsucker 
Downy Woodpecker 
Hairy Woodpecker 
Pileated Woodpecker 
Eastern Kingbird 
we stern Kingbird 
We stern Wood-Pewee 
Say ' s  Phoebe 
Hammond ' s  Flycatcher 
Least Flyc atcher 
Willow Flycatcher 
Paci f .  Slope Flycatcher 
Tree Swal low 
Violet -green Swallow 
Rough-winged Swallow 
Cliff Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Steller ' s  Jay 
Cl ark ' s  Nutcracker 
Black-bi lled Magpie 
American Crow 
Common Raven 
Bl ack- capped Chickadee 
Mount ain Chickadee 
Brown Creeper 
White-breasted Nuthatch 
Red-breasted Nuthatch 
House Wren 
Winter Wren 
Marsh Wren 
western Bluebird 
Mountain Bluebird 
Townsend ' s  Soli taire 

American Robin 
Gray Catbird 
Northern Shrike 
American Pipit 
Bohemian Waxwing 
Cedar Waxwing 
Starling 
Warbling Vireo 
Nashville Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
Wilson ' s  Warbler 
Common Yel l owthroat 
Black-headed Grosbeak 
Lazul i Bunting 
Rufou s - sided Towhee 
Vesper Sparrow 
Savannah Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
Chipping Sparrow 
Clay-coloured Sparrow 
Dark- eyed Junco 
Whi t e - crowned Sparrow 
Snow Bunting 
Wes tern Meadowlark 
Yel l ow-headed Blackbird 
Red-winged B lackbird 
Brewer ' s  Blackbird 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
Northern Oriole 
Wes tern Tanager 
Pine S i skin 
American Goldfinch 
Red Crossbi l l  
Cas sin ' s  Finch 
House Finch 
Evening Gros beak 
House Sparrowa 

Tricky Word Puzzles for Birders 

by Jeremy Baumbach 
c/o Yukon Bird Club, Box 3 1054 

Whitehorse, Yukon Y1A 5A5 

Jeremy Baumbach is currently the treasurer of the Yukon Bird Club . Since birds 
are few in the -40° C winter weather Jeremy creates word puzz les both to wile away 
those long night s and to ent ertain his Northern birding buddies . With the permission 
of both Jeremy and Cameron Eckert , editor o f  The Yukon Warbler , we reprint [The 
Yukon Warbler Spring 1 9 9 5 ]  the following word puzzle for your entertainment . Jeremy 
says , "The se word puzzles challenge bi rders to ident i fy various Yukon birds by the 
following clues . For example :  ' Polar twi s t ' - - Arctic Tern . " Good Luck! 

1 .  Smooth flutist 11 . Big gulp 
2 .  Carrot t op 12 . Crazy door 
3 .  Fitness centre fight 13 . Holy humor 
4. Extruda - prod 14. Bat tle distortion 
5 .  Typical nut 15 . Never having to say you ' re . . . 
6 .  Senior female 16 . Gnat grabber 
7 .  Garden variety pot -shot 17 . Owner of a Bic l ighter 
8 .  Liberal survey 18 . Res in lollipop 
9. Tarp return 19 . Do it on a donkey 

1 0 . Cat alarm clock 2 0 .  Loot (a) hotela 
Editors ' not e : Answers in next issue . Some are " challenging" . 
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Riparian Birds and Timber Harvesting 
in the Okanagan Highlands 

by Les Gyug 
Okanagan Wildlife Consulting 

3130 Ensign Way 
Westbank, BC V4T 1T9 

June 1996 

After three years, 10 1 bird species and 10,0 0 0  bird observations, I can say 
that , " Yes , riparian areas are as import ant to birds as peopl e  think they are" , and, 
"Yes , timber harves ting is a maj or determinant of which species will continue 
breeding there" . 

Let ' s  look at the numbers. Thirty-seven percent of the bird species rely on 
riparian areas in the Okanagan Highlands. Another 7% are swi fts or swallows that 
o ft en (but not always) rely on riparian areas. That leaves 56% of the bird species, 
none o f  which are completely reliant on upl and areas. So, the uplands hog 90% of 
the area o f  the Okanagan Highlands, can only support about half the species, and 
turn out to have no exclusive species .  N o  mat t er how the feller buncher• slices, 
those riparian areas are irreplaceable! 

The good news about riparian birds in the Okanagan Highl ands is that 2 2  lake or 
wetl and species did not appear to be adversely affect ed by c l earcutt ing in adj acent 
areas. Even better news is that the new Forest Practices Code riparian guidelines 
will provide res erve zones, wildlife tree areas, and s tream prot ection that will 
keep another nine species happy (at least on larger streams, lakes and wet lands ) .  

The bad news comes for s i x  other species o f  the Okanagan Highlands that like the 
riparian spruce forests and that j ust cannot stomach the upland lodgepole p ine 
wildernes ses .  These species do not stand much of a chance against the fel l er 
bunchers because there wil l  not be any fores t reserves t o  speak of along smaller 
s treams or along any streams that do not support fish. The news is a bit better on 
s treams wider than 1 . 5 m that contain fish : the guidelines dic t ate that skinny 
forest corridors (40 - 60 m total width) shall be left, but even these wi ll not be 
wide enough for Townsend ' s  Warblers or Winter Wrens. Thes e two species would not 
c ause such a problem on the coast or in the Koot enays where they wil l  use a variety 
o f  forest types, but in the biol ogical deserts of the lodgepole pine plateaus, the 
riparian spruce s tands are real oases. 

Partial cutt ing was a mi xed bless ing, depending on the level of cut. Light 
partial cut t ing (16 % - 3 3 %  removal) did not change the breeding bird communit i es in 
riparian fores t corridors, at least as l ong as a few wildlife trees were l eft behind 
s omewhere for the c avity nester s .  Heavy partial cutt ing (48% - 8 5% removal) was 
l ike invit ing lots o f  clearcut bi rds in as party gues t s ,  but only after kicking out 
the forest bird hos t s. 

For those who would like a few more details, the proj ect reports can be obtained 
in either short and sweet, or long and dry, versions from the author, or from BC 
Environment, 2 547 Skaha Lake Road, Pent icton, BC V2A 7K2 .  I would also like to 
thank Denni s St. John and Don Wilson who persevered in helping to collect those 
10 ,0 0 0  observat ions.a 

Editors ' No t e :  • Yes, we did ask - - a " fel l er buncher" is a type of mechanical 
t r ee-harves ting device which can embrace a t r ee, cut the tree off near its base, and 
then continue on cut t ing more trees unt il up to five or six trees are held in i t s  
s t eely embrace. It then deposits the cut trees i n  a p i l e  ready for transpor t .  

Readers might a l s o  b e  interes t ed i n  re-reading Les ' previous article about t r ee 
pat ches in the March 19 95 issue o f  this news letter - - BCFO 5 (1) : 16, 19 9 5. 
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Bird Watching With a Different Aspect 

by Jerry Anderson 
RR #4 

Sidney, BC V8L 5M4 
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I have been bird watching for about 20 years and I gues s I would cons ider myself 
as an average birder , going out on most weekends to some int eresting place and 
hoping to see something new or di fferent or listening to the bird alert to rush out 
to see a Bobol ink or Mongolian Pl over or a wagtail and to put a ti ck on my Victoria 
Li s t ,  my BC List or my L i fe Lis t . But all that changed about 3 years ago when we 
went to Parksvi lle to the Brant Festival . While at the carving show , looking at some 
of the bird carvings , I thought maybe I could do something like that . So two years 
ago I started carving . Sometime prior to thi s my wife had given me a mounted 
Harlequin Duck for Chris tmas and I thought this would be a good subj ect to st art 
with . I obtained a large chunk of bas swood and s t arted carving . As I have been a 
woodworker most o f  my l i fe ,  the carving process was not too daunt ing , but when i t  
carne to paint ing , i t  was a l i t t le more di fficul t , but eventually it was done . We 
could hardly wai t  until the Brant Fes t ival came around again . We entered "Harley" 
in the novice class and what a surprise when we arrived back after the j udging and 
di scovered a first place ribbon! 

"Hey ,  
c arve? 

maybe thi s i sn ' t  so difficult after all , so next year , what to 
I ' m a birder , I know what birds l ook like,  it should be a snap . "  

However , when it comes right down to it , looking at birds through your 
binoculars as they flit through the branches or straining your eyes at ducks that 
are little specks on the hori zon is not qui te the same as having a bird in your 
hand . I had been miss ing a lot o f  the details needed to carve and paint a life-l ike 
bird . So , now we both look at birds a littl e more closely . For example on a 
Bufflehead drake, there is a thin bl ack line that sometimes shows on the side o f  the 
bird . What is this bl ack line? Is it act ually the upper edge of the s ide pockets 
or is it the black of the outer wing showing through? Side pocket s are another t erm 
that was new to me , whoever noti ced where duck ' s  wings went when they were folded? 
The wings dis appear under the side pocket feathers to keep the flight feathers dry 
and protected . Or what about the female Harlequin Duck , a nice little,  plain brown 
duck with a couple of whi te spots on the face? How many people have s een the deep 
purple speculum that is covered most o f  the t ime? Or the bl ack and white tertials 
on a drake American Wigeon , or have you ever been close eno ugh to a very common 
American Robin to see the faint whi te edgings on some of those red brea s t  feathers . 

Carving is like holding the bird in your hand or at l east s eeing i t  up clos e .  
S o  now when we go birding i t  is not j us t  to see another bird and put another tick 
on our list , it is a time to study some of the things that make up a bird , feather 
structure, how long are the legs or how the toes and claws curl around a branch . 
How do the wings fold across the rump , how many primary feathers and how many t ail 
feathers? I am sure that being a birder has made carving a l i t t l e  eas ier and that 
carving has made me a more obs ervant birder and together the two hobbies keep us 
qui te busy . a  

Question for the Quarterly 

1 .  Why do some cormorant s st and with their wings out s tretched? [See below] 
2 .  Do all species of cormorants exhibi t this behavior? [Sorry , not answered here . ]  

Since no one s ent us any answers , or even gues ses , we did some last minut e 
searching ourselves . This t ime we went more hi - t ech . We scanned a BioAbs dat abase 
on a University o f  Victoria Library comput er , found two potential articles , and then 
e- rnai led the search res ul t s  t o  our horne computer . Amazing!! ! - - now what was that 
quest ion again? We did not read the articles but Woodward Library at UBC has them .  
1 )  Sellers , R . M . , 1 9 9 5. "Wing- spreading behaviour o f  the Cormorant Phalacrocorax 
carbo . "  Ardea 8 3 (1 ) : 2 7 -3 6 ,  abst ract " . . .  The res ults are discus s ed with respect to 
five proposed func t i ons of wing- spreading (wing-drying , thermoregulat ion, balancing , 
intraspecific signal ling and as an aid to swallow fish) and it is concluded that 
they support overwhelmingly the wing-drying (or more generally plumage-drying) 
explanat ion , with the ul timat e goal of conserving metabolic energy . "  
2 )  Gremillet , D., 199 5 .  "Wing-drying in cormorant s . "  J. of Avi an Biology 2 6 (2) : 176 . 



Page 1 6  B.C. FIELD ORNITHOLOGIST 

And Now We Are Five - - Years Old That Is ! 

by Brian Self 
30 82 West 13th Avenue 

Vancouver , BC V6K 2V2 

June 1996 

Marilyn Buhler, associate editor o f  the BRITISH COLUMBIA FIELD ORNITHOLOGIST , 
called recent ly and asked whether I would wri t e  an art icle explaining my role in how 
the Bri tish Columbia Fi eld Orni thologi s t s  (the organi zat ion) got i t s  s tart in li fe. 
My first react ion was to deny everything, to say it was not real ly my fault, that 
I was pres sured into i t . But then I thought, "No, here ' s  my chance to put a bit o f  
s tick about* - - to bare all (in a l i t erary way) , to exonerate mys elf wi th the 
British Columbia birding communi ty, so to speak " .  

So here is what really happened - -

It started with a call from Wayne Weber. This i s  usually bad news becaus e i t  
means that he wants you to do something, o r  the something h e  wanted you to do last 
t ime was not done the way he wanted it done -- and you wi ll have to do it again. 
However, this call was different. Wayne only wanted me to attend a meet ing . I was 
so relieved at not having to do s omething, or not having to do something over again, 
that I agr eed to turn up. Upon reflection my initial agreement may have been my 
first mis t ake. Qui te a number o f  " s omethings " had to be sorted out and done after 
I had agreed to attend that meeting. 

" I t ' s  t ime we had a provinc i al organi zat ion for the birding community in B . C. " , 
Wayne announced over the phone . "Oh Lord ! " I thought, " not ANOTHER organizat ion . 
He wi ll think of even more things for us to do " .  However, as Wayne went on to 
expand about what he thought such an organi zat ion could achieve i t  made enough sense 
for me to want to t alk i t  over wi th a few local Vancouver birders. One o f  the 
attractions for me was the proposal to es tablish a provincial records commi t t ee. 
Having had a couple of recent Lower Mainl and sight ings rej ect ed by the VNHs• Rare 
Birds Record Commi ttee, I thought that if I could get some input into an equivalent 
provincial body, that body might look a bit more favourably upon any submi ssion I 
might make t o  them in the future . Somet imes a quiet word in the right ear can go 
a long way! 

I seem to remember that we held our first meeting on a wet December night. We 
discussed aims, real istic goals, some dreams -- but the general census was that the 
proj ect was worth carrying on further. More meet ings were held at about monthly 
int ervals, often taking too long and no t always completely amicable.  We got bogged 
down over a const i tut ion, over the name of the organization, and over probably a 
whole lot more which I do not remember now , but gradually things t ook shape.  Wayne 
was the driving force in those early meetings, pull ing t ogether other societ ies ' 
cons ti tut ions and bylaws for us to read and sett ing impossible deadl ines - - wel l, 
that was nothing new! ! At the outset we were all from the Vancouver area but we 
were unanimous in our decis ion that it was very import ant to get some signi ficant 
representation from other part s of the Province. Phone calls were made, ears were 
bent, coercion was applied as needed . Even so, I see from my not es ,  the " s t eering 
execut ive" were all Lower Mainl anders : Wayne Weber, Doug Kragh, Tom Hanrahan, Mike 
Force, both of the MacKenzies (Hue and Jo Ann) , Al lan Poynter and mys el f, Brian 
Sel f .  Early in 1 9 9 1  Mike McGrenere j oined u s  from Vancouver Island - - t o  everyone ' s  
relief I think . 

Somehow or other we produced a first newsl et t er wi thin four months o f  our 
inaugural meeting and a second news let t er in July. To the amazement of many, we 
held a successful General Meet ing at the end of Augus t  199 1 . Many peop le worked 
very hard on this meet ing and we were rewarded by a turnout of approximately 8 0  
members. This attendance was a bit o f  a relief because some o f  the fees charged 
were needed to pay for rooms we had booked to ho ld the meetings in . Some private 
money had been paid out to reserve the space but we were by no means certain that 
we could recover it all. It all worked out much better than we could have imagined . 
We really were up and running ! Proper elect ions were held with me chairing the 
election committee (clever move this because I could not be asked to run for office 
AND organise the election ) . To our rel ief we got our hoped for representat ion from 
other parts o f  the province. Our out -of- town attendance at the AGM showed there was 
a genuine widespread interes t in making the BCFO work. 
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And Now We Are Five . . .  ( cont inued) 

After this hurdle had been cleared my role became one of being j us t  another 
member and I could s i t  back and complain or criticise with a clear conscience. Not 
that there has been over -much to complain about really. The Newslet t er is a bit 
spasmodic- in its appearance and the Journal even more so but we have held some 
good field trips and all of the AGM ' s  I have attended have been j us t  great. One 
always leaves them with a good feeling, having met or re-met bi rding friends from 
all around the Province . We seem to have a lot in common and the BCFO gives us the 
opportunity to get together and strengthen those birding bonds . I hope i t  cont inues 
so for many years. Now, about my sighting records -- I still have a bone to pick 
wi th the Provincial Records Committee ... a 

EDITORS ' NOTE S :  * We are not exactly cert ain what this means ei ther ... 
• Vancouver Natural History Society *** Sorry, we could not let thi s pass without comment -- the 
BRITISHCOLUMBIA FIELD ORNITHOLOGIST is now published regu l arly 
every March, June, Sept ember and December. Maybe Bri an ' s  "a bit 
spasmodic" means "quarterly " ?  

Cannibalistic Crows 

by Prue Spitmann 
1495 1 - 2 4th Avenue 

South Surrey, BC V4P 1N9 

Last New Year ' s  Eve we had been enj oying a rather leisurely breakfas t ,  checking 
out the many vis i t ors to our feeders, between sips of coffee. The peace of the 
moment was soon shatt ered by the persistent squawking of crows, seemingly more 
urgent than the usual familial bickering. We looked out through the breakfas t nook 
window and saw an immature Bald Eagl e s t anding atop a huge Douglas fir in the 
neighbour ' s  yard. The tree had been t opped a few years back but still s tands about 
sixty feet (1 8 m) high, providing a great lookout for an assortment of gulls, doves, 
robins, and the occasional hungry Merlin or Sharp- shinned Hawk. 

The eagle was s tanding on prey, ignoring the at t ack o f  five angry Northwestern 
Crows. A quick peek through the telescope confirmed that the hapless victim was 
also a crow, probably the si xth member of the same clan. In all likel ihood the 
crows had been harassing the eagle in flight and one of them had unwit t ingly flown 
j ust a tad too close! 

We wat ched as the eagle began to pluck i t s  kill whil s t  the crows divebombed it 
in a frenzy . Feathers, large and small, were quickly ripped away and fluttered to 
the ground. Soon the eagle began to eat and we were surprised to see how daint ily 
it dined, carefully retrieving even the smallest pieces o f  flesh. Eventually the 
crows yielded to the hopeles sness of their task and mos t ly sat s t aring in silence 
from branches just below the main event . However, one sassy corvid, the lone 
except ion to this mas s surrender, cont inued in a frant ic assault upon the assas sin, 
pulling on i t s  tail in a series of aerial maneuvers. This bizarre behavior had no 
effect at all and the crow, its di s t res s quit e  forgotten, then planted itsel f  
between the feet o f  the eagle and happily fed on the entrails o f  i t s  former partner ! 
Amazingly, the eagle seemed to be ei ther unconcerned or unaware of i t s  impromptu 
break fast gues t. 

As the lord of the sky tidied up his meal t able all five crows discreet ly moved 
out of range onto l ower branches , probably having l earned an important lesson. The 
whole exerc ise took approximately twenty minutes from s tart to finish. 

Thi s is the first t ime we have ever witnes sed such cannibal istic behavior among 
crows and we would be interes ted in knowing whether other birders have had similar 
experiences.a 
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Trip to Nome with Goldeneye Tours, June 1 995 

by Mabel Crocker 
2 4 14 Mill Bay Road 

RR # 1 ,  Mill Bay , BC VOR 2PO 

June 1996 

We flew from Vic toria International Airport to Seat tle with a stop for cust oms 
at Port Angeles airport . After a short wait in Sea t t l e ,  we boarded our plane t o  
Anchorage, Al aska . This was a beaut iful trip with spectacular views o f  the Coas t 
Mountain Range covered in snow and glaciers . 

At Anchorage we put our watches back one hour , Alaska t ime being an hour behind 
us . After another short wait we got onto the plane to Nome . This plane had only 
a few rows of seats then a blank wall . Most of this large plane was actually t aken 
up with cargo . Since there are no roads into Nome, all freight goes in either by 
s ea or air . The first barge o f  the season was j us t  unloading in Nome when we 
arrived June 9th .  We got to Nome at 8 : 3 0 pm . Here we were met by our tour guide 
and we were given a tour around the town before being taken to the hous e  where we 
were to s t ay .  I saw my first l i fe bird , a Gl aucous Gul l !  There were only four 
people on this very personalized tour . We all st ayed in a two -bedroom house where 
we were able to make some o f  our own meals if we wished . 

Nome it sel f  was an int eres ting plac e .  It s t arted out as a gold rush town , gold 
having been found on the beach here . Some panning is st ill done along the sea 
shore.  Approximately 40 0 0  people live in Nome , wi th hal f of these being nat ive 
I ndian and Eskimo . The town has several restaurant s and a hotel . I t  is not a very 
pret ty town because nothing is ever thrown away - - j us t  left where it was last used .  
Thi s ,  unfortunat ely , gives the town a rather messy appearance.  

On our first morning out we started at the garbage dump . Here there were many 
more Glaucous Gulls , Slaty-backed Gulls , Herring Gulls , Mew Gulls , and also a 
Glaucous-winged Gull . 

There are only three roads l eading out of Nome - - one east , one wes t , and one 
north . On this first day we s t ayed fairly close to Nome itsel f ,  going only a l i t t l e  
way west where we s topped and checked out t h e  birdlife .  At thi s stop we saw our 
first Yellow Wagtail , both Hoary and Common Red-polls , Gray-cheeked Thrush , Fox 
Sparrow , Whi t e- crowned Sparrow , and even Robins . There were lots o f  ponds around 
here and only a few scrubby willows and low veget ation since the country is tundra . 
I n  several ponds we saw Red - throated Loon and Red-necked Phalarope . At other ponds 
we saw Oldsquaw , Greater Sc aup , Red-breasted Mergans er and Green -winged Teal . We 
also saw Long- tailed Jaeger , Western Sandpiper , and Bank Swal low . Aft er lunch and 
a rest we went up Anvil Mount ain , a small hill above Nome . Here we saw our first 
Northern Wheatear and American Golden Plover . 

Every day we took at least one trip to the wharf and each day we saw something 
different . On the first day it was a Thick-bil led Murre, Black - l egged Kitt iwake,  
and Black Guill emot . Each day we went we l ooked carefully for the Whit e  Wagtai l . 

On our second day we went north for 45 or 50 mi les . The north road goes 72 
miles t o  another small set t l ement . We stopped at likely spots hoping to see a 
Bluethroat . The weather was cold and blustery and the Bluethroat kept hidden but 
we did get a beautiful view of a female Northern Wheatear , another very pret ty bird . 
On this road we also saw herds of reindeer . The reindeer are semi -domes t i cated and 
are herded by the Eskimo . We saw Harlequin Duck and these were a big thrill for our 
companions from Iowa . My new bird of the day was a Pacific Golden Plover . 

We got out and walked on the tundra for a short way before heading back to Nome. 
After lunch we took the eas t ern road out along the Nome River . Here we found l o t s  
o f  backwaters and ponds , many bus t ling wi th shorebirds . W e  saw Red Knot , Wandering 
Tatt ler , Sanderl ing , Bar - t ailed Godwit ,  Dunl i n ,  Black Turnstones , Semi-palmated 
Plover , Long-billed Dowi tcher , Red-necked Phalarop e ,  Common Eider , lots o f  Arctic 
Tern and even an Al eutian Tern , in addi tion to birds we had seen before and other 
common western birds . 
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Trip to Nome . . . (continued) 

On our third day we made a very det ermined try for the Bluethroat . The week 
before our own trip there had been very nice warm weather and the Bluethroat had 
been eas i ly seen . We went over 50 miles up the north road, stopping at every likely 
place and playing a tape but no luck . However, in one spot where we had s topped and 
walked on the tundra the day before, there was a gr i z zly bear prowling around . He 
moved off when we stopped our vehicle so we could not get a picture . On o ur way 
back to Nome we saw a Golden Eagle.  At Nome we again went down to the whar f and 
this time we actually saw the Whi t e  Wagt ail. In fact, we saw two o f  them. They 
posed ,  qui t e  tame, on the rocks for us . 

On our fourth and last day we went looking for ptarmigan but without much luck . 
The country was qui te rugged . We saw numbers o f  different birds but nothing new .  
There were lots o f  Long - t ailed Jaeger, Arctic Tern, Lapl and Longspur, red-po l l s ,  and 
gulls . At the wharf we s aw a Red- faced Cormorant . Aft er lunch we went back on the 
east ern road along the sea coast . Here we saw two new birds, an Arct i c  Loon and a 
Parasitic Jaeger . Al together on the trip we saw 73 species, s i xteen o f  which were 
li fers for me . <J  

List of the Birds Seen at Nome 

Red-throated Loon 
Pacific Loon 
Arctic Loon* 
Pelagic Cormorant 
Red- faced Cormorant * 
Tundra Swan 
Brant 
Canada Goose 
Green-winged Teal 
Northern Pintail 
Northern Shoveler 
American Wigeon 
Great er Scaup 
Common Eider 
Harlequin Duck 
Oldsquaw 
Bufflehead 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Northern Harrier 
Golden Eagle* 
Peregrine Falcon 
Sandhill Crane 
American Golden Pl over* 
Pacific Golden Pl over* 
Semipalmated Pl over 

*new bird for the author 

Wandering Tat t l er 
Spot t ed S andpiper 
Whimbrel 
Bar - t ai l ed Godwit *  
Bl ack Turnst one 
Red Knot *  
Sanderling 
Semi -palmated Sandpiper 
Wes tern S andpiper 
Dunlin 
Long-bi l l ed Dowitcher 
Common Snipe 
Red-necked Phal arope 
Parasitic Jaeger 
Long- t ailed Jaeger 
Mew Gull 
Herring Gull 
Sl aty-backed Gull* 
Gl aucous -winged Gull 
Glaucous Gul l *  

-

Black- l egged Ki tt iwake 
Sabine ' s  Gul l 
Arctic Tern 
Al eutian Tern* 
Thick-bil led Murre* 

NOTES ON RAVENS 

Black Gui l l emot 
Short -eared Owl 
Tree Swallow 
Bank Swallow 
Cliff Swallow 
Common Raven 
Northern Wheatear* 
Gray-cheeked Thrush 
American Robin 
Yellow Wagt ail* 
Whit e  Wagtail* 
Orange-crowned Warbler 
Yellow-rumped Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 
American Tree Sparrow 
Savannah Sparrow 
Fox Sparrow 
Golden-crowned Sparrow 
Whit e-crowned Sparrow 
Lapland Longspur 
Common Redpoll* 
Hoary Redpoll*<J 

We have often suspected that Common Ravens were int elligent birds and this 
suspicion was confirmed for us this spring when a pair of young ravens s t arted 
nesting on a stone lintel which had Victoria Public Library inscribed upon it . What 
better place, they thought, to read up on parenting and to give the youngsters a 
literary head start! However, they soon discovered that the bui lding had not been 
an actual library for qui te a number o f  years so they moved their nest to a large 
cypress in a nearby churchyard . It was nice to see ravens actually nest ing right 
downt own, a habitat which they do not commonly ut ili ze .  

On a rec ent Victoria rare bird tape someone reported that Common Ravens were 
obs erved harassing a Red - tailed Hawk . The ravens wer e flying over the hawk and were 
seen to be dropping fir cones on it. Has anyone el se seen this or si mil ar behavior? 
Send any not es or observations to the Editors and we wil l  get them into print . (:]  
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

Letter from David St erling :  

I am in favor o f  call ing the news let ter The Varied Thrush a s  suggested i n  the 
BCFO Newsletter , March ' 9 6 . The Varied Thrush has been accepted by natural ists as 
the uno fficial BC bird since the year one . 

More ancient history : The Varied Thrush was the bird chosen for the Canadian 
Nature Federation ' s  1 9 7 5  conference in Vict ori a .  The drawing by Victoria birder­
artist , Keith Taylor , graced the conference brochures and the cover o f  the Victoria 
Naturalist . The Varied Thrush was also used on the 1 9 8 1  Checkli s t  of Birds of the 
Provincial Parks which I did for the then Minis try of Lands , Parks & Housing. The 
s ame creation by Jim Weston was the logo of the American Birding As sociat ion ' s  
conventi on held in Richmond , BC , in 1 9 8 4 ,  and was the bird o f  the official pin . 

Letter from Diana Axtell : 

I vote for the name Field Notes for the quarterly news letter . �  

AUTHORS IN THIS ISSUE 

Jerry Anderson 
A birder for about 20 years , Jerry has recently turned his talents to the 
art istic rendit ion of the birds he has seen in the field. His detailed carvings 
have won awards both in Bri ti sh Columbia and further afield. 

Larry Cowan 
Larry , an avid birder since 1 9 8 9 ,  has had a lifelong interest in birds . A 
member of the Burke Mountain Natural ists and the Vancouver Natural Hist ory 
Society, Larry currently is on the Birding Committee for VNHS and is also one 
of the people respons ible for the running of the Vancouver Bird Alert. 

Mable Crocker 
Mable , born on Vancouver I sland , has been birding s ince she ret ired s ome 
seventeen years ago. Although she regularly birds around Vancouver I s land she 
really enj oys birding trips and her all - t ime favorite destination is Point 
Pelee . 

Les W .  Gyug 
Les developed his int erest in birding while working in Glacier and Mount 
Revels toke national parks in the early 1 9 80 ' s .  He i s  currently a wildl ife 
consul tant princ ipally involved with forestry issues affecting wi ldl i fe. 

Elsie Nykyfork 
El sie , a frequent contributor to BCFO , has compiled a plant spec ies Herbarium 
for Shuswap Lake Provincial Park Nature House , monitors bluebird and duck nest 
boxes and has been an Ecological Reserve Warden , a volunteer park Naturalist and 
an FBCN Camp Director . 

Brian Self 
Brian got hooked on birding shortly after his arrival in Canada in the mid ' 6 0 s .  
His keen interest i n  birds has t aken him around B C  and to both the Yukon and 
Northwest Terri t ories . A ful l  time customs broker and freight forwarder ,  Brian 
would like to devote more time to his natural history pursuit s .  

Prue Spitmann 
Prue and her husband Bernie are avid birders who greatly enj oy birding as o ften 
as they can find an excuse .  At home Prue ' s  time is divided between keeping a 
sharp eye on the feeder birds and c aring for the res ident " fl ock" o f  Anna ' s  
Hummingbirds , a year - round labour o f  love . a  


