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The BRITISH COLUMBIA FIELD ORNITHOLOGIST i s  pub l i shed four t ime s a 
ye ar by British Columbia Field Ornithologists, PO Box 8059, Victoria, 
BC V8W 3 R7. A sub s cript ion t o  this pe riodi cal i s  a bene f i t  of 
membership in t he soc iety. Members wi l l  a l so rece ive a copy of the 
annual journal ,  British Columbia Birds. 

Send mat e r i a l  for publ icat i on in any f ormat (ma il ,  phone , FAX , print , 
IBM WordPerfect o r  Word for Windows f i l e s  on 3.5" or 5 . 2 5" f l oppie s) 
to t he BCFO News l e t t e r  Edi tors (name , addres s  and phone no . page 2 ) .  
We e spe cia l ly we lcome bi rd-f inding i nf ormat ion for the "Si t e  Guide" 
seri e s  and any art i c l e s  about birdwatching expe rienc e s , pre fe rably 
(but not nece s sari ly) in Br i t i sh Co l umbi a. 

Membership i n  Br i t i sh Columbia Fie l d  Ornit ho l ogi s t s  i s  open t o  anyone 
int e reste d in t he study & enjoyment of wi ld b i rds in Brit i sh Columbi a. 
Our obje c t ives inc l ude: fosteri ng c oopera t i on between amateur and 
pro f e s s ional orn i t ho l ogi s t s; promot i ng cooperat i ve b i rd s urveys and 
re se arch proje c t s; and , support ing conservat ion organizat ions in the i r  
e f forts t o  pre se rve b i rds and the i r  habi tat s .  

Membership dues: Individual memberships or l ibrary subscript i ons , 
$2 5 . 0 0 ;  jun ior memberships (age under 18), $1 0 .0 0 ;  U.S. and fore ign 
memberships , $2 5 . 0 0 (U.S.). Membe rships are for t he cal endar year . 
For furthe r informat ion , or to joi n , wr ite: 

Allen Wiseley, Membership Coordinator 
British Columbia Field Ornithologists, 
PO Box 8059, Victoria, BC VBW 3 R7. 

Edi tors f o r  t he BRITISH COLUMBIA FIELD ORNITHOLOGIST: 
D i s t r ibut ion of BRITISH COLUMBIA FIELD ORNITHOLOGIST: 

A. & M. Buhler 
Al len Wi se leya 
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EDITORS' NOTES AND NOTIONS 

Well , we hope all of our members had some product ive spring birding . We were 
certainly busy in May as we were able to attend both the FBCN AGM in Naramata and 
the Okanagan Mountain Bird Blit z  in Kelowna . While Okanagan birders are known for 
their ho spi tality , we would like to extend a special thank you to Lloyd & Shirley 
Co f f in and to Gwynneth Wilson for taking two out - of-towners "under their wi ng". 
Thank yous are also ext ended to Anne Murray (Delta) for driving skills ; Jim , Laurie , 
Syd , S teve , Joan , Harold , Hugh , Chri s ,  and the "Dus ty-Trail Flycatchers" for good 
birding and fellowship ; and to all attendee s ,  volunt eers , s taff , coordinators , etc . 
for making both of the event s so enj oyable. 

In this issue Martin McNicholl provides us with an analys is of the membership 
survey responses . S t ick with us while we develop and grow as we need your support . 
The B I G  NEWS is that the BCFO AGM will be held over here in the Victoria area this 
S ept ember ( se e  page 7). Let ' s  have a great turnout because there will c erta inly be 
interesting speakers , enjoyable trips , lively debate , fantas t i c  birding , good 
camaraderie and j us t  a "bi t  of bus iness" s ince it is the AGM . Cons ider support ing 
the direct ion of the BCFO by allowing your name to stand for nominat ion to the 
Board ; volunt eer to assist with the AGM plans ; get involved , i t ' s  your Society! 

Our news and announcements correspondent missed the print ing deadline so we 
have i ncluded a few items we have "S een in Pa s s i ng" . The second o f  Wayne ' s  art i cles 
on the rare bird alert numbers of the Pac i f i c  Northwe st app ears in this i s sue. Ron 
and Jack , two birders with many years of birding experi ence ,  took pens in hand and 
provided us with some enj oyable reading. Boni ta , whose profess ion requires a pen 
in hand , has allowed us to share her special experience with an over-wintering 
hummer. Harold gave us s ome great bluebird s tats. Peter sent us an informat ive 
art icle on BC songbird monitoring . We have ass is ted in a local banding proj ect so 
we know that even novice volunteers can get involved in this useful and interesting 
aspect of birding . Mike went to bat for us again. He sent us part two of birding 
and baseball , but this t ime gave us one of the bene f i t s  of having dual pa ssions. 

Late breaking news: immediat ely following their success in the Okanagan Big 
Day in May , the team of Dick Cannings , Alvaro Jaramillo , Blake Maybank and Tom Plath 
set out on another challenge to see what a BC Big Day ( Okanagan and Vancouver areas 
combined) might produce . The ir tally for the BC Big Day was a whopping 196 bird 
species and sets a new BC record! More on this in the next i s sue we hope. 

BCFO OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS, 1993 -1994 

President: 

Vice-Pres ident: 

S ecretary: 

Treasurer: 

Membership: 

Dire ctors: 

Marian Porter 531-5747 
14831 Buena Vista Ave , White Rock, BC V4 B 1X3 

Tony Greenfield 885-5539 
P.O. Box 319, Sechelt, BC VON 3AO 

Lloyd Esralson 581-4736 
309 - 14881 104th Ave, Surrey, BC V3R 1M6 

John Dor s ey 857-1768 
26641 - 29th Ave ,  Aldergrove , BC V4W .3B3 

Allen Wiseley 477-4593 
1881 Grandview Drive, Victoria, BC VBN 2T8 

Mike McGrenere 658-8624 
1178 sunnygrove Terrace, Victoria, BC V8Y 2V9 

Martin McNichol! 294-2072 
4735 Canada Way, Burnaby, BC V5G 1L3 

Ken Morgan 655-1987 
9604 Barnes Plac e ,  Sidney, BC V8L 4W9 

News letter Editors� 
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SOCIETY NEWS 

Whither B. C. BIRDS?: Results of Membership Survey. 

by Martin K. McNicho l l  

All but the newest members o f  BCFO will be aware that our journal ,  Bri tish 
Columbia Birds , has been a source of cons iderable concern and some content ion among 
both board and non- board members alike . The main conc ern has been over late 
publication, but there has also been s ome disagreement over what should and should 
not be included . To address the latter,  the board decided prior to the annual 
general mee t i ng in 1 9 94 that a membership survey was in order . Such a survey , 
devi sed by President Marian Porter , was included in the December 1 9 9 4  issue of 
BRITISH COLUMBIA FIELD ORNITHOLOGIST . By mid- February 1 9 9 5 , 44 survey slips had 
been returne d ,  a remarkably strong response for a membership survey . Clearly , the 
journal is important to our members! I did not see the addresses of all of the 
respondent s ,  but those which I did see encompass a broad sweep of the province : 
Courtenay , Delta , Duncan, Kelowna , Mas set , Nanaimo , Prince George , Princeton , 
Sechelt , S idney , Summerland , Surrey , Vancouver ,  Vernon ,  Victori a ,  and We s tbank . The 
only out - of - province response was from Cam and Joy Finlay ( CJF) of Sherwood Park , 
Alberta ( but with plans to move to the coast in the near future ) . 

FORMAT ISSUES 

Although many respondents omi tted some of the que s t ions , most answered the 
format que s t ions . Most indicated that they pre fer the s i z e  used in the f i rst two 
issues of the journal .  Barbara Begg ( BB )  and the Finlays f ind i t  easy t o  file and 
K. Shewchuk ( KS )  likes the fact that i t  can be three-hole punched and kept in a 
binder . However ,  1 1  respondent s indicated that they would pre f er a smaller- s i zed 
j ournal . One feels that the large format wastes space . E ight others were unsure 
or indicated no pre ference . For example , "M . B . "  likes the current s i ze , but would 
not be avers e to a smaller format e i ther and Les Gyug ( LG )  indicated that a smaller 
format would be acceptable with fi ner print . 

Few respondents felt that there have been too many photos , and 1 2  f elt that 
there should be more . One indi cated that more would be nice provided that BCFO 
could af ford them . On the other hand , LG feels that there are too many and both he 
and Hue Mackenzie (HM) indicated that only photos that complement the text should 
be included . I am inclined to agree that the number of illustrat ions (photo or 
otherwi s e )  should be governed by the ir relevance to t he text . Alvaro Jaramillo ( AJ) 
commented that he hoped that reports of the Rare Birds Committee will include plenty 
of photographs . They are certainly especially relevant to such report s .  Laurie 
Rockwell ( LR )  sugges ted a qui z  bird photo in each is sue . Thi s  is a success ful 
( albe i t  humbling )  feature of Birders Journal , Ontario Birds and some other journals , 
and can be a useful educat ional item . Such photos always remind me how much I rely 
on behaviour and sounds in ident i f icat ion. 

Respondents were almost equally divided between those who f elt that drawings 
or other artwork would be desirable and those who didn ' t .  LR sugges ted that artwork 
be used to promote the e f forts of young bird art ists and that the work of adults not 
be featured . Sketches and drawings can be very useful in document ing rari t i es and 
would certa i nly be a use ful feature of rarity report s ,  especially when photographs 
are not ava ilable. Readers will see an excellent example of this in Peter 
Sherrington ' s note on the Yellow Ra il in Yoho National Park , scheduled for 
publicat ion in volume 4 (" 1 9 94 " ) .  

Several respondents of fered addit ional suggest ions on format and product ion 
matt ers . Like LG and the other respondent mentioned above , Cathy Antonia z z i  ( CA)  
would pre fer smaller type. She also sugge sted that the publi cat ion could be more 
compac t .  BB suggested that the text would be easier to read in two columns . Prue 
and Bernie Spi tmann ( PBS ) feel that the print job could be much better and that the 
journal should be printed on lighter paper. 

CONTENTS 

S i x  respondents felt that there are pres ently too many book reviews , while two 
felt there are too f ew . One reader believes that book reviews merely re flect likes 
and di slikes of the reviewers and John Cooper (JC) f eels that they are too far out 
of dat e  to be useful and thus should rece ive low priori ty. On t he other hand , HM 
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Whither B.C. BIRDS?: (cont inued) 

commented that book reviews are use ful in bringing the attention of new books to 
reade rs, e spec ially those published by local or obscure publishers, and feels that 
they will be come more helpful when the j ournal is publi shed on schedul e. Most 
readers seemed to agree, as they indicated that the current number is about right. 
A good review outl ines the contents and indicates the most appropriate audience for 
the book. While criticism is important, it should be cons truct ive and helpful to 
potent i al buye rs. I hope to cont inue this feature, with preference given to books 
on bi rds in B.C. and immediately surrounding areas. 

Mo st re spondents favoured including papers and notes on rare bird s ighti ngs, 
range ext ens ions, f i rst nest records, behaviour and regional studies. CJF were 
espec ially anxious to see more regional orni thologi cal studi es. S upport was also 
high, but less, for submi ss ions deal ing with conservation and area- spec i f i c 
s ight ings summaries or accounts of local birdwat ching areas. HM commented that 
cons ervat ion advocacy was better l e f t  to other organi z at ions, whereas another 
respondent f e l t  that more attention should be paid to bird conservation. My 
incl inat ion i s  to l eave cons ervat ion advocacy to organi zat ions l ike the Federat ion 
of B. C. Natural i s t s .  However, British Columbia Birds would be an approp riate place 
to pub l i s h  some of the s tudies which indicate cons ervat ion needs (e . g. surveys 
indicat ing that a parti cular species i s  decl ining in a given area or in respons e to 
a chang ing l and- use pat te rn) . Studies on which management dec is ions can be made 
would al so be des irable (e.g. the response o f  a given species to art i f i c ial nes t 
s i tes, resul t s  of a st udy attempting t o  lower nest losses o f  is land seab i rds, e t c.). 
LG feels that surveys of popular birdwatching areas are best publ i shed in the 
news l etter. This certainly appl ies to the bird- f inding guides now featured there 
and to brief surveys, but resul t s  of some expedi t ions into remote areas and resul ts 
of sys t ematic count s in a given area might be appropriate in the journal , depending 
on how they are presented . Perhaps this can best be summar ized by combining the 
comment by JC that l i sts should be relegated to the news letter with the comment by 
another respondent expres s ing special interest in inventori es related to bio
geocl imat ic z one s, etc. - - i.e. mere lists are probably not appropriat e  in the 
j ournal, whi l e  more detai led studies relating the avi fauna of a given area to 
various habitat and environmental f eature s are appropriate. 

Check l ines were mi s s ing on the quest ionnaire for the quest ion on biographical 
notes, resul t ing in only 1 6  answers. S l ight ly more answe red " no" to this que s t ion 
than " ye s , "  but some indi cated that they were not sure what was intended. One 
indicated an interest i f  the biographi es were of the authors. This was a quest ion 
that I suggested adding when the others were read to me over the phone . I was 
real ly interes ted in whe ther or not members would l ike occas ional contr ibut ions on 
histori cal aspect s  of ornithology in B.C., including biographies of prominent 
ornithologists in the province. 

S everal respondents of fered addi t i onal comment s on content s. LG would prefer 
to see a " more permanent ly us eful " j ournal akin to American Birds (p resumab ly be fore 
it reverted to a str ictly seasonal report j ournal) and Ken Morgan s imi l arly cal led 
for a refereed j ournal of the qual ity of Canadian Field-Natura l i s t  or Blue Jay . On 
the other hand, one reader reque st ed that we not get " too professional " and another 
asked that we " s tay away " from overly technical items. One respondent called for 
" al l  sorts " of feat ures, including lett ers and opinions and mat erial reprinted from 
e l s ewhere, but not sightings, which " bel ong in museum . "  PBS cal l ed for less 
reprinted material, presumably referring to the seasonal bird s ightings. CA also 
agreed with the board's de cis ion to remove the seas onal sightings from the j ournal 
per se, commenting that they were too far out of date by the time they are 
published. Doug Innes commented that rare bird s ight ings are " a  mat ter of 
j udgement " ... a brief ment ion poss ibly suf f i c ing for some. Another reader called 
for papers by new authors, such as graduate students , who do good res earch, but have 
not ye t pub l i shed. Another sugge sted papers on government research e f forts and 
proj ects that ut i l i z e  volunteer input. LR suggested updates on changes in the 
American Orni thologists' Union check-l ist and " how t o "  tips. AJ called for annual 
reports f rom the Rare Birds Committee. A brief report of t he committee is included 
in vol ume 3 ( " 1 9 9 3 " ) ,  but I suspect that Alvaro would prefer a more detailed report, 
s imi l ar to those that appear annually in Ontario Birds. 

JOURNAL VS. NEWSLETTER 

Although the quest ion of the des irability of having a j ournal was not 
addres sed in the questionnaire, three respondents suggested that it be el iminated 
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Whi ther B.C. BIRDS?: ( cont inued) 

or combined with the news l etter. Alan Burger feels that a journal is not needed and 
too expens ive , cons idering that most of the content s wi l l  be out of dat e in f ive to 
ten years (presumably referring to the seasonal reports ) .  Hank Vanderpol would 
prefer an improved newsletter and pointed out that several other journal s already 
exi st. CA feels that although the journal was worthwhi l e ,  the news letter is 
currently more interest ing and an expanded vers ion of it in place of the journal 
might be more prac t i cal . In addit ion , PBS sugges ted that we concentrate on the 
news l etter unt il BCFO is in a better f i nanc i al po s i t ion. Although a few 
organi z at i ons publ ish combined news letter/ journals or include a newsletter sect ion 
within a journal , most prefer to publ ish their more ephemeral mat erial , t ime - dated 
announcement s and club bus iness in a news letter and material of more lasting 
signi f i cance in a peer- reviewed journal. 

There are advantages and disadvantages to both approache s ,  and the BCFO board 
wi l l  undoubtedly continue to cons ider var ious opt ions. 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

Prai s e  for the work of the news l e tter editors ( ini t ial ly Wayne C. Weber and 
more recently Andy and Marilyn Buhler) is impl ied in the comments of those who 
suggest concentrat ing on the news letter. LG and PBS spe c i f ically of fered prai se for 
the news lette r. The journal editor ( Wayne Weber) al so rece ived compl iments on his 
work on the journal by Fred Bender and two other respondent s. 

Other comments for BCFO general ly included a reques t  that all forms be sent 
to a s ingle addre s s , an offer conveyed by Chr is Charl esworth for an annual general 
me eting in Kel owna , and a suggesti on by LR that we have BCFO T - shirt s .  

CURRENT AND FUTURE STATUS OF THE JOURNAL 

As mentioned in the int roductory paragraph , the lateness of the journal is of 
cons iderab l e  conc ern. PBS sugge sted that we lose members by not l iving up to 
promises . Derrick Marven commented that he coul dn't comment on the journal because 
in two years of membership , he had yet to rece ive one! At the t ime this art icle i s  
being wr i t t e n ,  Wayne Weber is in the final stages of format ting vol ume 3 ,  scheduled 
for 1 9 9 3 , and I hope that readers wi l l  have rece ived it before reading this. 

After be ing appo inted book review editor for volume 3 ,  I requested several 
review books and invi ted several birders and ornithologists to review them. 
Al though I would l ike one or two more reviews for volume 4 ,  scheduled for 1 9 9 4 , we 
now have enough reviews edited for that volume , with s everal others s t i l l  due. 
Thus , book reviews are now es sentially up to date. We also have one paper and three 
no tes under review and several potent i al contributions l ined up. In response to an 
offer by Ken Morgan to he lp with the journal , I have asked him to join our editorial 
board . I have al s o  cal l ed for submi s s ions to our journal in the Orni thological 
News l e t ter ( rece ived by al l members of North America's four largest orni thological 
societies) and in Picoides ( the news l e tter of the Soc ie ty of Canadian 
Orni tholog i s t s )  . My next step wi l l  be to twi st arms of several univers i ty ,  amateur 
and government researchers for submi ss ions. We plan to have vol ume 4 ready to be 
pi cked up at this year's annual general meeting. I f  submis s ions suf f i c e , we should 
be abl e  to produce vol ume 5 by the end of this year , and thus be back on s chedule. 

Exact content s and the schedule proposed in the previous paragraph depend on 
submi ss ions. I shal l cons ider the journal to be in a heal thy state when I have 
about hal f the submi s sions edi ted at about the t ime that the current i s s ue goes to 
press. Members can as s i s t  by submi tting material and/or encouraging fri ends or 
col leagues with interest ing observat ions or research resul ts to consider submi tt ing 
to us. 

Acknowledgements 

I apprec iate Marian Porter's ef forts in des igning the quest ionnaire on which 
this art icle is based. She pas sed on those forms returned to her and Al len Wiseley 
pas sed on the respons es that were mai led to t he BCFO box number. Spec ial thanks to 
al l of you who took the t ime to respond. Al l suggest ions wi ll be cons idered and 
many will be used. Our first priority is to get back on s chedul e , so some 
sugge stions may not appear immed iately, but we shal l be att empting to ins ti tute some 
improvements in each vo l ume. All comments are apprec iated.a 
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UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

June 3-4 , 1 9 9 5  MOUNT ROBSON PROVINCIAL PARK BIRDING WEEKEND . B C  Parks wi l l  
allow f re e  camping at Robson Meadows in the Park. For addi t ional 
informat ion please contact Ga il Ros s  (604) 5 6 3-1 0 1 7  [home] or 
(6 04) 5 6 5-6 2 7 0  [work] . 

June 1 0 -1 1 , 1 9 9 5  STRATHCONA PROVINCIAL PARK BIRD SEARCH, a S trathcona Wi lderness 
Institute annual event. You can ski , paddle or hike but we need 
good bi rders to assist in recording the spe cies of this area. 
Camp ing available. Contact Betty Brooks , 1 6 30 Seaview Road , 
Bl ack Creek , BC V9J 1J5. Phone (6 0 4 )  337-8 1 8 0. 

June 1 6 -18 , 1 9 9 5  MANNING PROVINCIAL PARK BIRD BLITZ . Free camping is avai lable. 
For further informat ion and to register p lease contact Mi chael of 
S quare Bear Interpre tat ion c/o Manning Provincial Park Vi s i tors 
Centre. Phone (6 0 4 )  8 4 0 -8 8 36. 

June 1 6 -1 8 , 1 9 9 5  WASHINGTON ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY & WESTERN FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS 
JOINT MEETING, Spokane , Washington. Contact B i l l  Twe i t , 6 2 3  N 
7 th Street , Tumwater , WA 9 8 5 0 2 .  Phone (2 0 6 )  7 5 4-7 0 9 8 .  

June 1 8 -2 5 ,  1 9 9 5  B irding Tour t o  Okanagan & Southern BC . Trip will vi s i t  Olive r ,  
Osoyoos , Vernon and Cres ton. For further information cont act 
Derrick Marven in Duncan , BC. Phone (6 0 4 )  7 4 8 -8 5 04. 

Aug. 5-11 , 1 9 9 5  FIFTH NEOTROPICAL ORNITHOLOGICAL CONGRESS, Asuncion, Paraguay. 
Contact Nancy Lopez de Kochalka , c / o Comi te Organizador Local del 
V CON , Museo Nac ional de Historia Natural del Paraguay , Sucursal 
1 9 ,  Campus , Central XI , Paraguay. Phone 5 9 5-21-5 0 5 0 7 5 .  

Aug. 1 3-2 0 ,  1 9 9 5  AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGIST ' UNION annual me et ing , Cincinnat i ,  Ohio. 
Please contact Robert S. Kennedy , Museum of Natural History ,  1 7 2 0  
Gi lbert Ave. Cincinnat i ,  OH 4 5 2 02 .  Phone (51 3) 34 5-8 5 1 0  o r  FAX 
( 5 1 3) 34 5 -8 5 01. 

S ept. 1 2 -1 7 ,  1 9 9 5  THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY se cond annual meeting ,  Port land , Oregon. 
Contact The Wildl i fe Society, 5 4 1 0  Grosvenor Lane , Bethe sda , MD 
2 0 8 14-2 1 9 7 . Phone (301) 8 9 7-9 7 7 0 .  

Sept. 1 5 - 1 7 , 1 9 9 5  BCFO ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING t o  b e  held in the Sydney/Victoria 
area of Vancouver I s land. Start making your p lans to attend. We 
l ook forward to seeing you all here on the I s land this S eptember. 
See NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS on page 7 for further information. 

Sept. 2 2 -2 4 , 1 9 9 5  WESTERN BIRD - BANDING ASSOCIATION annual meeting ,  Rio Grande 
Nature Center , Albuquerque , NM. Contact Catherine I .  Sandell , 
8 1 0 1  N. Main St. , Las Cruces , NM, 8 8 0 1 2 .  

Nov. 8 -1 2 , 1 9 9 5  

Two ' Ne t  Notes: 

JOINT MEETING BETWEEN THE COLONIAL WATERBIRD SOCIETY AND PACIFIC 
SEABIRD GROUP wi l l  be held at the Victoria Conference Centre , 
Vic tor ia , BC. Theme of the meet ing is " Behavioural Mechanisms of 
Populat ion Regenerati on". For further informat ion please contact 
Rob But ler in Vancouver , BC at (6 0 4 )  9 4 6 -8 5 4 6  or by e-mail at : 
but le rr®cwsvan.dots.doe.ca.Q 

January 1 9 95: pub l icat ion of 1 s t  edit ion of The Yukon Bi rd Club ' s " Check l i s t  of the 
Birds of Whit ehors e ,  Yukon " .  Checkl i s t  de scribes seasonal abundance and breeding 
status for 2 1 5  spe cies recorded in the Whitehorse area. To rece ive the checklist 
send SASE & $1.0 0 b i l l  to : The Yukon Bird Club , P.O. Box 31 0 5 4 , Yukon YlA 5P7. 
Any birders wishing to rece ive The Yukon B i rd Club ' s quarterly newsle tter , Yukon 
Warb l er, please send a Canadian $1 0.00 money order to address l i sted above. 

May 1 9 9 5 :  Bryan Gates of Victoria is using the ' Ne t  to quickly submit and rece ive 
informat ion on banded birds . To submit info leave a me ssage on Victoria Rare Bird 
Al ert tape 5 9 2 -338 1. It i s  very important that inf ormat ion be ac curate ,  including 
band number , plac ement , and color; species; location; date and t ime of sight ing.o 



June 1995 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

PROGRAM: 

B.C. F I ELD ORNI THOLOGIST 

NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BRITISH COLUMBIA FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS 
1995 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

VICTORIA, B.C. 

S eptember 1 5 ,  16,  17 (Friday to Sunday) 

P age 7 

The meet i ng wi ll be held at Dunsmuir Lodge, overlooking the 
S aanich Peninsula and the southern gul f is lands, and only 
minutes from the Victoria airport and the Swart z Bay ferry 
terminal. 

Regis tration and a wine and cheese recept ion wi l l  be held on 
Friday evening at Dunsmuir Lodge . The registration de sk 
wi l l  al so be open on Saturday. 

Field tr ips wi l l  be held on Saturday and Sunday . A f ew 
years ago, a maj or hawk migration route was dis covered on 
southern Vancouver I s land in the vicinity of East Sooke 
Regional Park. There wi ll be field trips to the Beechey 
Head lookout to ob serve the hawk migrati on. Other f i eld 
t rips are planned for the Martindale Vall ey, one of the 
premi er birding areas in the Victoria area ; the Victoria 
waterfront for shorebirds, gul l s  and j aegers ; S idney I s l and 
for shorebirds and pas serine migrants ; and pos sibly a 
pe lagic trip in the Strait o f  Juan de Fuca (not confirmed at 
press t ime ) . 

There wi l l  be guest speakers, focus ing on migrat ion of 
seabirds and landbirds around southern Vancouve r I s l and, as 
we l l  as a bus iness meeting on Saturday afternoon. A banquet 
will be held Saturday evening with Terry Wahl as our banquet 
speaker. Terry, well known for his great pelagi c tr ips f rom 
Wes tport, Wa shington, wi l l  relate some of his experiences on 
these trips. 

ACCOMMODATION: Dunsmuir Lodge has on- s ite accommodati on available in 
conj unct ion with the Annual General Meeting and is able to 
provide pi ckup / return service to the airport and ferry 
terminal for the ir guests. There i s  also a vari ety of other 
accommodation in the Si dney and Victoria areas as we ll as 
nearby campgrounds. An accommodations l i s t wi l l  be provided 
with the registration package which wi ll be sent to a l l  1 9 9 4  
and 1 9 9 5  BCFO members i n  July. 

Regi s tration packages for non-members can be obtained by l eaving your 
name and ma i l ing address with : Mike McGrenere ( 6 04 )  6 5 8 - 8 6 2 4  or 
Ken Morgan ( 6 0 4 )  6 5 5 - 1 9 8 7 . 
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Seen In Passing 

Injured Birds: Whi le at the BC Federation mee t ing in Naramata we saw an exce l l ent 
l i t t l e  pamphl et ent i t l ed " First Aid for Inj ured Birds : What to Do and Who to 
Cal l " .  It was produced by South Okanagan Rehab Centre for Owl s (S . O . R . C . O . )  
and has been so popular that it is already in a second printing . S . O . R . C . O .  
are " . . .  your non -pro f i t  so ciety for injured or orphaned Bi rds of Prey in the 
Southern Int erior of B . C . "  For information on First Aid for Inj ured B i rds 
pamphlets or on S . O . R . C . O .  itsel f please write to : S . O . R . C . O . ,  Box ll6 6 ,  
Ol iver, B C  VOH lTO . 

Bald Eagle S tudy by BC Hydro and BC Environment: " The obj e ctives of thi s study are 
to determine the location and hardware conf igurat ion of pol e s  frequently used 
by eagles and the behaviour of eagles around these structures . This wi l l  
as s i s t  BC Hydro i n  developing an appropriate mit igat ion program . You can 
as s i s t  this s tudy by reco rding informat ion you observe on the use of power 
poles by eagles . "  For Bald Eagle Study Data Forms to as s i s t  in the correct 
documentat ion of power pole usage contac t : Richard Wiacek, Bald Eagle Study, 
Envi ronmental Affairs, E-l6 - - 69ll Southpoint Drive, Burnaby, BC V3N 4X8 . 

BC Conservation Data Centre: We recent ly rece ived a copy of the Bri tish Columbia 
Conservation Data Centre (CDC) Newsl etter . For those of you who may not know 
what the BC Conservat ion Data Centre does, their March l995 News l e tter (#4) 
states the goal of the CDC is to provide a s ingle acce s s  point for 
informat ion on the rare elements of bio-divers ity in the province . Our 
scient i f i c special ists prepare l i s t s  of rare species and plant communities, 
then compile detai led records for every ve rif ied occurrence of each of these 
'e l ements' . We use a standardized methodol ogy employed in s imilar centres in 
over 8 0  j urisdictions in Canada, the United S tates, the Caribbean, and Lat in 
America . The sharing of common methods and t echnology enables the sharing 
and exchange of data throughout the hemisphere, as we ll as summari z ing range 
wide informat ion on species . 

Map, paper, and comput er f i l e s  keep informat ion organized and easily 
ac c e s s ible . Profess ional knowledge is added to the raw data so that this 
inf ormat ion i s  up to date and rel evant to the array of cl ient s  served by the 
Centre . Old records are checked in the field, new areas are surveyed, known 
oc currences are monitored, and changes in land conservation status are 
recorded . The as ses sment of the province ' s  ecologi cal resources is kept as 
current as po ssible and increas ingly ac curate . 

Individual occurrence rec ords are indexed by many parame ters, including 
standardi zed name s, location (UTM map coordinates), endangerment s t atus, l : 5 0 
0 0 0  topographic map sheet, maj or watershed, fores t district, biogeocl imat ic 
des ignation, ecosect ion, managed area (National and Provinc i al Parks, 
Eco logi cal Res erves, etc . ), and Indian Reserve . The s i te is located as 
precis ely as pos s ib l e  based on the avai lable data . The intent i s  that all 
ext ant records wi ll eventual ly be located within a hundred meters . "  We also 
rece ived the i r  publ icat ion " Tracking Lists for Vertebrate Animal s, Vas cular 
Plants and Pl ant Communitie s " . If you require information regarding the 
database or you wish to contribute data to the database pl ease contact : 
Conservation Data Centre, Wildl i f e  Branch, 7 8 0  Blanshard Street, Victoria, BC 
V8V lX4, phone (6 0 4 )  35 6 - 092 8 / 2 9, FAX (604) 38 7 - 0 2 39 .  Birders wishing to 
contact Syd Cannings about CDC or related matt ers can also reach him on the 
'Ne t at scanning@fwhdept . env . gov . bc.ca . 

BIRD-BANDING TRAINING COURSES wi l l  be o f fered by The Institute for Bird Populat ions 
this summer . Five - day courses will be conducted near Port l and, Oregon, in 
June and July, and one in Virginia in July . These courses are for people 
operat ing or pl anning to operate MAPS stations or who are involved in other 
res earch and moni toring programs and wish to improve the i r  banding skil l s . 
For further informat ion, please contact Kenneth Burton, The Inst itute for 
Bi rd Popul ati ons, PO Box l 34 6 ,  Point Reyes Station, CA 94 956; (4l5)38 8 - 338 8 . 
[Notice excerpted f rom Events Cal endar in Winging It Volume 7 (5) : l3] . 

TUMBLER RIDGE ORNITHOLOGY GROUP (TROG) have produced a neat little pamphl e t  entitl ed 
" Tumbler Point : B i rd Sanctuary and Trails Guide " . It includes a map and a 
bird checkl ist . Contact Jackie 2 4 2 - 330 5 ,  Charles 2 4 2 -3984 or Paul 2 4 2 - 3393 . �  

I 
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Rare Bird Alerts in the Pacific Northwest: 

by Wayne C. Weber 
51-6712 Baker Road 

De l t a ,  B.C. V4E 2V3 

PART 2 -- US Northwest 

Taped rare b i rd al erts (RBAs) as a means of not i fying birders of rare b i rds 
are a relat ively recent invent ion ; first such tape began operating in Massachusetts 
in the 1 9 5 0 s .  Now, however, there are at least 120 such RBAs operating in the United 
S tate s and Canada, according to the Augus t 1 9 9 3  issue of Winging It (news letter of 
the American Birding Association) . The Pac i f i c  Northwest is we l l  served by the five 
RBAs which operate in our area . For the bene f i t  of travel l ing b irders who may not 
be aware of all of these RBAs, the fol lowing summary may be helpful . 

Al l of these RBAs have provi si on for the cal ler to l eave his /her own mes s age 
about a rare bird sighting at the end of the tape - - a handy provi sion, as it may 
save the cal ler the cost of a second long - dis tance phone call . Howeve r, only the 
Vancouver RBA lists phone numbers of two or three persons who can provide additional 
informat ion on birding in the lo cal area . Thi s  i s  a useful feature which should be 
adopted by more RBAs. 

SEATTLE , WASHINGTON RARE BIRD ALERT - - (2 0 6 )  5 2 6 - 8 2 6 6 ,  sponsored by the Seattle 
Audubon Society . Eugene Hunn, one of Washington's top birders, has operated this 
tape for several years. Coverage is statewide, although it concent rates on the Puget 
Sound area . Particularly noteworthy bi rds f rom Vancouver and Victoria are usual ly 
noted as we l l . Tape is updated about once a week, somet imes more often if a " super 
rarity" shows up, s ometimes less of ten if things are very quiet . The me ssage is 
often very long, including detailed direct ions to rare bird locat ions . If anything, 
rare bird detai ls are ret ained longer than ne cessary on this tape, often including 
sightings 3 weeks old or more, including cases where the bird may long s ince have 
fl own . An exc e l l ent tape, but i t  could be a bit brie fer! 

PORTLAND, OREGON RARE BIRD ALERT - - (5 0 3) 2 9 2 - 0 6 6 1, spons ored by Port l and Audubon 
Society . Harry Nehl s, the dean of Oregon bi rders, has operated this tape for more 
years than I can remember . Noteworthy s ightings may be phoned directly to Harry at 
(5 0 3) 2 33- 3 9 7 6 . The tape is updated once a week on Thursdays, with rare except ions . 

I f  an Eskimo Curlew showed up on Friday, i t  probably woul dn't make the tape unt il 
the next Thursday . (However, I hasten to add that Oregon Fie ld Ornithologists have 
an e f f ici ent, we ll-organi zed tel ephone network, and the maj ority of keen birders 
would probably know about the Curlew by Friday evening ! ). 

Coverage on this tape i s  truly s tatewide, and Port land area sightings o ften make up 
a smal l percentage of the total . S ight ings f rom southwestern Washington are of ten 
included as wel l . Unl ike mo st other tapes, this one often mentions maj or migratory 
movements of commone r  species; however, the emphasis is always on the extremely rare 
birds that most birders are especially interes ted in . Al s o, dat es, locations, and 
contact numbers for upcoming pelagic birding t rips are often mentioned on the 
Portland t ape. 

NORTHERN IDAHO /EASTERN WASHINGTON RARE BIRD ALERT -- ( 2 0 8 )  8 8 2 - 6 1 9  5, opera ted by Kas 
Dumroe s e  of Mosc ow, Idaho on behal f of the Palouse Audubon Society. This tape is 
updated once a week on Fridays. Most o f  the s ightings are f rom the Idaho Panhandl e  
area, but there i s  sporadic coverage of eastern Washington a s  we l l . The p i ckings on 
this tape are usually rather sl im, which is not surprising in view of the rather 
smal l number of birders in the area it se rve s. However, good direct ions are usual ly 
given for the rarit ies which are reported, and this tape is certainly a valuable 
resource for birders in the area from Lewi ston north to Spokane and Coeur d'Alene . G  

EDITORS' NOTE : In our las t  issue Wayne provided the BC Rare Bird Alert numbers for 
two lower mainland areas, Vancouver (6 0 4 )  7 37 - 9 9 1 0  and for Victoria (6 0 4 )  5 9 2 - 338 1 . 
I f  BCFO members in other areas have regular Rare Bird Al ert numbers whi ch they would 
not mind sharing wi th the membership we woul d  be more than happy to pub l i s h  them. 
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Bird Migration Monitoring 
In The South Okanagan Valley, British Columbia. 

by Peter W .  Jones 
615 Morningside Drive 

Columbia , MO 6520 1 

June 1 9 95 

A pilot migrat ion moni toring study, funded in part by the Jame s L .  Bai l l ie 
Memorial Fund and the Bri t i sh Columbia Mini stry of Environment, was conduc ted from 
Augus t 14 to September 1 5 ,  1 9 94 in the South Okanagan Val ley, Br i t i s h  Col umbia . The 
study was des igned to inve st igate the potent ial of the South okanagan as a long - term 
migrat ion monitoring station, and was one of five new s tat ions init iated in Canada 
to increase our understanding of songbird popul at ions. This e f fort to increase 
migrat ion monitoring of s ongbirds across North America was coordinated by the Long 
Point B i rd Observatory (LPBO), the Canadian Wildl i f e  Service, and the U . S .  Fish and 
Wildl i f e Se rvice . 

The Okanagan Val l ey is a 2 0 0  km long mountai n- l ined t rench in t he southern 
interior plateau of B.C., and is known for its dry de sert - l ike condi t ions , its f ruit 
produc t ion, and its birds . The migrat ion station was operated at Vaseux Lake, one 
of the largest remaining undeveloped riparian zones l e f t  in the South Okanagan 
Valley. Thi s habitat, combined with a reputation as one of Canada's mo st exciting 
birding areas and the presence of a s trong naturalist community in the Okanagan 
Valley, made this s i te a st rong candidate for a long-term migrat ion moni toring 
station . 

The f i e l d  pro cedures used at the Vaseux Lake site included : 1) capturing (and 
on occas ion recapturing) birds using mist ne ts and banding them; 2 )  recording al l 
the birds found dur ing a one -hour census al ong a f ixed- route through the st udy area, 
and; 3) document ing al l other bird observations throughout the day . Banding, 
recapture, census, and observation data were then used to derive Est imated Total 
(ET) of al l individual bi rds of each species in the study area each day . The se 

numbers can be used over the long- term to track bird population fluctuations . 

Up to e l even mi st nets were operated daily for s i x  hours / day (1 9 36 total net 
hours). A total of 6 9 4 bi rds, comprised of 4 0  species, were banded during 31 days 
of banding e f fort in the 33 day study pe riod. On average, 2 2  birds were banded per 
day, with a high of 61 on S eptember 5 .  Dai ly ETs averaged 1 0 2 2  birds, comprised of 
54 sp ecies. I n  total 130 bird species were recorded during the study per iod. 

The mo st common species banded included the Orange - c rowned Warbler (1 6 2  
individuals) , the Gray Catbird (1 02), and the Song Sparrow (71) . Among the species 
of bi rds that added exc itement to the procedures because they are rarely seen in the 
hand, were a Virginia Rail, a Belted Kingfi sher, and several MacGi l l ivray's 
Warbl ers . High recapture rat es (>30 % of the banded population were recaptured at 
least once) in s i x  species indi cate that some species were e i ther sedentary 
popul at ions or that the Vaseux Lake site was ut i l i z ed as a possible stop - over point 
for replenishing f at or moul t i ng .  For example, o f  the 5 5  Common Yel lowthroats 
banded, 17 were recaptured . One hundred and nineteen of the 6 9 4  total bi rds handl ed 
were in the proce s s  of some moul t .  One species of note was the Swainson's Thrush, 
many of which were in the midst of heavy moul t; this species was not even known to 
oc cur regularly at this site . In addi t ion, only 1 4 5  of the 6 9 4  total b i rds handled 
had s tored f at (fat deposits are the equival ent of bird " fuel " needed for migrat ion) 
of any cons equence . Thus, a signi f icant proportion of the birds captured were not 
in "prime migrat ing condi tion " .  

Thirty- two vo lunteers took part i n  at least one day o f  the fi eld study, each 
gai ning hands - on experi ence in migration moni tor ing . Vol unt eers from the South, 
Central, and North Okanagan Natural i s t s' Clubs participated in the study, in 
addit ion a German and an American cont ingent were instrumental in adding to the 
ove ral l success of the proj ect . The part i c ipants were rewarded with the opportunity 
to get an incredible hands -on exper ience and contributed s ignificantly to a 
sc ient i f i c s t udy . Cl ose to 1 0 0  pass ers -by observed the banding operations during 
the study and rece ived interpretat ion on the purpose of migrat ion monitoring. 

What does the future hold for this st ation? I t's too early yet to determine 
whe ther this s i te wi ll be sui table for long- term migrat ion moni toring . Captures 
were low compared to the typi cal ly large numbers banded at LPBO and other Eas tern 
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Bird Migration Moni toring . . .  (cont inued) 

stations . Why the catches at this s ite, as we l l  as the other Bri t i sh Columbia 
sites , were somewhat lower in compari son to stations in the East -- suff ice i t  to 
say at this t ime that we know very l i t t l e  about songbird migrat ion wes t  o f  the Rocky 
Mountains and more studies are needed.a 

EDITORS ' NOTE : We were fortunate enough to be able to assist a few t imes at a new 
bird banding proj e c t  at Rocky Point on Vancouver I s land . This proj ect, l ike the 
Vaseux Lake proj ect, is des igned to get a handle on where the songbirds migrate on 
this s ide of the Rockies . We had hoped to have a companion art icle from the Rocky 
Point pro j ect but our pot ent ial author (s) would not commit to print . Perhaps in a 
future issue . . .  ? ?  Thanks very much to Peter for his informative art i c l e . We are 
led to unde rstand that there may be five areas in BC which are being tested for bird 
monitoring pot ent i al - - art icles on other areas anyone ? We also know that there are 
spec ial banding proj ects in the province as we observed a mul ti -banded Brown- headed 
Cowb i rd whi l e  birding near White Lake, a singl e - banded Doub l e - crested Cormorant near 
Victoria and a banded/ f l agged West ern Sandpiper at Wi t ty ' s Lagoon . There are also 
reque s t s  for observers to report banded Harlequin Ducks . Our members might also be 
interested to know a bit more about these proj ects . Writ e  soon ! 

1995 S pring 'Ar.mchair Birders' Challenge: The Birders & The Birds 

Thanks to al l the members who submi tted the i r  observat ions . Special thanks 
to Jack Wi l l i ams who included an art icle with a spec ial bi rding chal lenge (no binos 
and a moving plat form) for any ' t rans i t ' ory BCFO birders . (see page 12) 

From the results rece ived it was obvious that all of the entrants have a good 
knowl edge o f  birds f rom around the worl d .  When Edi tor A original ly tried this 
contest he only found about 25 birds . There certainly are some unusual name s! 

Al l names accepted in this contest were checked with the Index to English 
Names in the back of Clement ' s  BIRDS of the WORLD: A CHECK LIST . Our entrants 
found and l i sted at least one more than Gerry himself l i s ted . 

One quite intere sting observation from the entries was how sec retive an owl 
can be . Many missed the owl, that si lent ob server caught up within the meadOW Lark . 

Al though the names of certain birds appeared more than once in the cont est 
Gerry Bennet t  and the Edi tors only al lowed each name once in the final t ally .  Mew, 
Mouse, A, and Io were not given credit because they are not l i sted in Cl ement ' s  
index nor l i s ted by Bennett . Si nce only one contestant had a complete l i s t ing, our 
exclus ions did not change the f i nal winner . We hope that the runners -up l iked their 
consol at i on prizes . The checklists were purchased at the FBCN meet ing in Naramata 
and they were so new that Steve Cannings was s t i l l  putting on a coupl e  of f ini shing 
touches whi l e  we purchased them . 

I f  you felt i t  was diff icult to find all the hidden birds, stop a moment and 
imagine Gerry ' s di f f icul t ies when he created the dialogue to obscure them . Amazing !  

The Birders 

B .  Begg 
D .  Cooper 
J .  Wi l l iams 
A .  Berger 
D .  Johnson 

( 10) : 

The Birds (76): 

Sidney 
Sidney 
White Rock 
Victoria 
Duncan 

7 6  G .  
7 2  M .  
7 2  D .  
6 9  D .  
6 3  P .  

Anderson S idney 6 2  
Peet - Le s l i e  Langl ey 6 1  
Wilson Prince George 6 1  
Wierenga Kel owna 5 9  
Pringl e Burnaby 5 1  

Swi f t ,  Kea, Loon, Oo, Guan, Swan, Ani, Goldcrest, Grebe, Merlin, Reds tart, Smew, 
Sora, Prat incole, Emu, Eagle, Rook, Fl icker, Flamingo, Verdin, Bit tern, Tern, Tit, 
S i skin, Darter, Rai l, Brant, Ostrich, Chough, Ou, Raven, Tanager, Thrush, St int, 
Ruf f ,  Sandgrouse, Grouse, Booby, Teal, Twi te, Egret, Lorikeet, Crow, Sandp iper, 
Puf f i n, Finfoot, Ganne t, Gul l, Knot, Rhea, Heron, Bustard, S tork, Mango, Osprey, 
Ser in, Oriole, Shag, Stilt, Sylph, Meadowlark, Owl, Lark, Kite, Plover, Courser, 
Aracari, Car ib, Nene, Marabou, Ti tmouse, Martin, Ti tyra, Pe li can, Murre, Trogon . a  
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Good Birding On Bus # 351 

by Jack Wi l l iams 
302 -- 150 7 0  Rope r Avenue 
White Rock , BC V4B 2E6 

June 1 9 9 5 

Vi s i tors or res ident s al ike could spend a great day birding on bus #35 1  to 
Cre sc ent Beach and, on arrival, pass several hours birding at Bl ackie Spit, one of 
the best bi rding spots around the Vancouver area . Have lunch at one of Cre s cent 
Beach ' s cafes and return to Vancouver later in the day. 

As res idents of White Rock we take the #351 bus to Vancouver 2 - 3  t imes a 
month. Having l ived around here for 18 years this amount s to at least 5 5 0  round 
tr ips. In this t ime we have ident if ied over 7 5  species of birds seen from the bus. 

For vi s itors staying at downtown hote l s  the best place to catch #35 1  is at the 
N.W. corner of Burrard and Melville Streets. Thi s is the start ing point so there 
are always lots of seats. The best side would be on the right (facing f ront ) . 

Whi l e  wai t ing for the bus to start you wi l l  probably see House Sparrows, House 
Finches, Rock Doves and Glaucous -winged Gul l s .  

Onc e unde rway pay attention to trees and shrubbery a t  s tops along South 
Granville S treet, chi ckade es and Busht i t s  and even a warbler somet imes show up. At 
the south end of Granville Street watch around under the bridges to the airport as 
the now elus ive Cre sted Mynas are here . On your return t rip one could get off at 
Hudson Street to look for mynas and go home f rom here on the Granvi l l e  bus. 

Once on the freeway check the fence posts for Red - tai led Hawks year round and 
Rough- legged Hawks in winter. Bald Eagles and Northern Harriers are some t imes quite 
common and there is always a chance of an Ameri can Ke strel, Me rlin or Sharp - shinned 
Hawk. Hawthorns and other trees in winter should be watched for Northern Shrikes. 
Short - eared owl is a pos s ibil ity. 

Along the verges of the freeway Great Blue Herons are always seen searching 
for a meal ,  Red- winged and Brewer's Bla ckbirds, Brown-headed Cowbirds and European 
S tarl ings l i ke this area too. 

After go ing through the tunnel s can the sl ough for grebes. We stern, Horned 
and Pied- b i l l ed Grebes may be seen and probably some diving ducks . The big t rees 
here s omet imes have many Bald Eagl es resting on them. 

One of the best birding spots on the route is where the freeway runs close to 
the ocean at Mud Bay j ust past the interchange with the Annacis Highway. Here, i f  
t h e  t ide is in, one could see several species of ducks and shorebirds. Swallows and 
raptors l ike this area too. 

When cross ing the Serpentine and Nicomekl Rivers and ditches nearby check for 
Bel t ed King f i sher and also ducks. When pas s ing the S erpentine Fen, Ring - necked 
Pheasants are often seen bes ide the road. 

On arrival at Cre scent Beach Vil lage, the end of the l ine, it is only a few 
minute s  walk to Bl ackie Spit where over 1 6 0  spec ies have been seen, including 
several rar i t ies. 

On the return j ourney i t  might be a good idea to sit on the same s ide of the 
bus and thus see the opposite si de of the road. Be fore enter ing the tunnel on the 
return tr ip look over the f i elds near the bui lding marked " Paci f ic Potato Corp. " ,  
Sandhi l l  Cranes have been here. 

Bus #35 1  runs every hal f hour and the trip takes about 90 minutes. One way 
fares at t ime of wr iting were $3.0 0 before 9 : 30 am and after 3 : 0 0 pm, between these 
times i t  is $1 .50. Seniors go hal f  fare. 

B i rding from the bus can be a bit exasperating but it's lots of fun and a 
great chall enge without binoculars. 

"THE BIRDING IS FINE ON ROUTE 9 9" 



June 1995 B.C. FIELD ORNITHOLOGIST Page 13 

List of Birds Seen from Bus #351. 
Compiled by Jack and Dorothy Williams 

Common Loon 
Pi ed-bi l led Grebe 
Horned Grebe 
Western Grebe 
Dbl-crested Cormorant 
Pelag ic Cormorant 
Great Blue Heron 
Tundra Swan 
Brant 
Canada Goose 
Green-winged Teal 
Mall ard 
Northern Pintail 
American Wigeon 
S caup spec ies 
Common Goldeneye 
Buf f lehead 
Red-breasted Merganser 
Turkey Vulture 
Osprey 
Bald Eagle 
Northern Harrier 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Red-ta i led Hawk 
Rough-legged Hawk 

Fatt 
...... � 

--------1 

Ameri can Kestrel 
Merlin 
Ring-necked Pheas ant 
American Coot 
Sandhi l l  Crane 
Black-bel l ied Plover 
Killdeer 
Greater Yel lowlegs 
Dunl in 
Dowitcher species 
Bonaparte ' s  Gull 
Mew Gul l 
Ring-bil led Gull 
Glaucous-winged Gull 
Common Tern 
Rock Dove 
Mourning Dove 
Snowy Owl 
Short- eared Owl 
Black Swi ft 
Belted Kingfi sher 
Downy Woodpecker 
Northern Flicker 
Tree Swal low 
Violet-green Swallow 

Cl i f f  Swallow 
Barn Swallow 
Stellar's Jay 
Northwestern Crow 
Black-capped Chickadee 
Bushtit 
American Robin 
Cedar Waxwing 
Northern Shrike 
European Starl ing 
Crested Myna 
Yel l ow Warbler 
Yel low-rumped Warbler 
Rufous-s ided Towhee 
Savannah Sparrow 
Song Sparrow 
White - crowned Sparrow 
Dark-eyed Junco 
Red- winged Blackbird 
Western Meadowlark 
Brewer ' s  Bl ackbird 
Brown-headed Cowbird 
House Finch 
Ameri can Goldf inch 
House Sparrowa 
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Birding Around Bella Coola: 
A Report From Ron 

by Ron Mayo 
R.R. #1 -- Box 2 

Be l l a  Coo l a ,  BC VOT 1 CO 

June 1 9 9 5 

I l ive at Stui e , forty mil e s  up at the head of the Bella Coo la val ley, in Tweedsmuir 
Park. Increas ing years (and the ir toll on ene rgy! ) prevent me f rom covering the 
lower va l l ey , apart from an odd day now and then , so I concentrate mainly on my own 
immediate st retch o f  river bot tom . I can cover this area every few days all year 
round. It puts me in tune with my envi ronment - - something I f i rmly believe in. 

I have been a keen birder s ince my early teens in the '30s back in England. Be fore 
retiring in S tuie I had thirty years of farm and bush l i fe east of Prince George. 
Nearly everywhere I went there was usually a pair of beat - up binocs carried close 
to hand in lunch- boxes and tractor tool - boxes. Unfortunately saw-mil l s ,  chain - saws 
and rusted out muf f l ers on farm tractors have j ust about de stroyed my high - frequency 
hear ing range. So take warning you guys , wear ear-prot ectors EVERY t ime you fire 
up that lawn mower or Skil - saw or other racke t - making device , even for f ive minutes! 

A pauc ity o f  serious bird - watche rs * *  in this area means that much local bird- l i fe 
i s  overlooked. The local Trail and Nature club is composed of folk whos e  primary 
intere s t  is in club walks and local hikes. Many people do have f eeders , and they 
take an intere st in " their birds",  j oin the Christmas Bird Counts and annual eagle 
counts - - but there are f ew other " every weekend rain or shine " birde rs! 

The old growth fir here does not hold much bird l i fe during winter , mainly j ust the 
res ident Ravens , woodpeckers , chi ckadees , creepe rs , Dippers and duck tribe. Feeders 
of all kinds and an as sortment of foods have proven futile in drawing in more than 
an occasional Steller's Jay. However ,  down at Bella Coola all feeders are crowded! 

Some intere s t ing bi rds have turned up s ince I 've res ided here (9 years) at St uie , 
a commun ity 4 0  mi les inland : Ivory Gull (Nov. 1 ,  1 9 8 8 ) ,  Sabine's Gul l  (S ept. 1 9 92) ,  
and Wandering Tattler (Sept. 2 ,  1 9 8 6 ). This autumn a firs t - year Peregrine Fal con 
s tayed for ten days and later on an immature Osprey stayed for three weeks. 

Two recent owl records are, as far as I can f ind out , the f i rst for this area of the 
Central Coast. The records are for Boreal and Long-eared Owl s. 

March 1 6 , 1 9 9 3  A dead Boreal Owl was given to me by Beth Bedard , archaeologist. 
It had been p i cked up that day in bush approximately 20 mi l e s eas t of Bella Coola. 
The bird was s t i l l  very fresh. Af ter taking some photographs , I placed the bird 
into t he freez er. I later forwarded it to R. Wayne Campbe l l ,  Canadian Wildl ife 
Service ,  who confi rmed i t s  ident i ty. 

December 14 , 1 9 94 A dead Long- eared Owl , found in a hay barn at Firva le thi rty 
miles east of Bella Coola was given to Dr. Harvey Thommasen who forwarded it to me. 
The bird had only recently died. A month of f ree z ing temperature s and 1 6 " of snow 
had no doubt created a food shortage. (Owl was also forwarded to R. Wayne Campbell 
on February 6 ,  1 9 9 5 . )  

I have always suspec ted Long-eared Owls might be pre sent in the lowe r ,  milder , part 
of this val l ey, and I wi l l  de f initely check it out this Spring. 

Wel l , I 'm gett ing carried away with this note and i t's t ime to get back out s ide . 
I can s t i l l  see some Bald Eagles pat i ently wa it ing for the last remnant s  of the 
spawned - out Coho to dri f t  down and hang up on the bar. So long for now , Ron . c 

* *  In a s econd note from Ron : ... in case I gave you the impre s s i on that I am the 
sole bird " enthusi ast " in this valley ,  I would l ike to ment ion that a very deta iled 
dai ly s tudy of bird- l i fe at the Bella Coola e s tuary (January 1 9 92-June 1 9 92) was 
conducted for Pat McKim-Fletcher , Central Coast Economic Devel opment Commiss ion. 
The Commi ss ion was planning for a proposed es tuary and ti de flats nature reserve and 
Mike Wigl e , with help , undertook the task. Both Mike and Pat take a great interest 
in bird - l i f e  and other nature subj ects . Mike is a first- class nature photographer 
and is always interested in addi tional markets.c 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

Bi rding on the Okanagan ' s  Wes t  Side 

We have dec i ded to let out The Secret The members of the Central Okanagan 
Natural i s t  Club have been enj oying a new " Natural ist Program" at Lake Okanagan 
Resort in Kelowna. Actual ly,  the program has been developed by Cent ral Okanagan 
Natural i s t  Club and Lake Okanagan Resort as a j o int proj ect start ing in January 
1 9 9 3. Now the program is in full gear with Guided Tours , Bird Watching Out ings , 
Annual Bird Count s ,  Bird Box Trai l s , Viewing Benches and much more . 

Of course we get to enj oy Lake Okanagan Resort's f ine food and fabulous sett ing 
after our excit ing outings. The Resort recognizes nature enthus ias t s  with extra 
spec i al hospi tal ity. 

I f  you wish to come or bring a group to the Resort , we would be happy to organize 
group hos t s  to show some highlights of the Okanagan area . We might even see the 
res ident Northern Pygmy Owl . Call Lake Okanagan Resort directly 1 - 8 0 0 - 6 6 3  32 7 3 .  
They have special rat es for any BC Field Ornithologist Member. Ask for reservations 
and they wi l l  arrange your tour . 

R.W. (Rod) Lampard , Sales and Promotional Manager 
Lake Okanagan Resort , 2 7 5 1  Wests ide Road , Kel owna , BC V1Y 8B2 

Wintering Anna ' s  Hummingbird 

I appreciate all the hard work that goes into gett ing the news let ter sent out - 

Many thanks as i t  is always a good read . 

I thought this story in the enclosed art icle was fasc inat ing - - imagine be ing able 
to keep a hummingbi rd in one's house over the winter. I phoned Bonita and asked her 
if I could s end the art icle on to you -- she agreed. 

Joyce Henderson 
Box 7 30 ,  Salmon Arm , BC V1E 4N8 

Gerry Benne t t  Col l ec tion for Sale 

I have the c omplete set of Gerry Bennett 's Birdfindinq in Canada , 5 4  copies from 
January 1 9 8 1 . Anyone interested make an offe r . (Too heavy to mail . )  

Jack & Dorothy Wi l l iams 
#30 2  - 1 0 5 7 0  Roper Avenue , Whi t e  Rock , BC V4B 2 E6 

Bluebird Enthus iasts 

In the Upcoming Meet ings and Event s I not ice you do not l i s t  anything to do with the 
'North Amer i can Bl uebird Society' . One of our local natural i s t s  went to a recent 
convent ion in Boi s e , Idaho . Maybe this was on last year's l i s t  before I j o ined? 
However ,  there has been another similar event somewhere in the east recent l y .  Many 
of us have bluebird t rai l s  and even i f  we could not get to these events a wr it eup 
on them would be appreciated . 

Doreen Wierenga 
3 9 5  Mal l ach Road , Kel owna , BC V1X 2W9 

EDITORS' NOTE : Sorry ,  Doreen , we have been remis s !  We recent ly spoke to a local 
natural i s t , a member of the North American Bluebird Society, and he has promi sed to 
send us some informat ion . Wayne Weber , our usual me et ings and events contributor 
is a member of the Bluebird Soci ety and he has also been asked if he will inc lude 
future mee t ing dates. Unfortunately we do not have any meet ings informat ion for 
this i s sue so if any members know of upcoming events and mee t ings on bluebird or 
other bird- related organizat ions please send them to us in t ime future publ icat ion. 

We j us t  not iced in Birder ' s  World . June 1 9 9 5 ,  9 (3) : 16 - 2 0 , an intere s t ing art icle 
on bluebird nest box trai l s . On page 1 7  o f  the art icle they give this address : 
North Ame rican Bluebird Soc iety , P . O. Box 6 2 9 5 , Si lver Spring , MD 2 0 9 1 6 - 6 2 9 5  phone 
(30 1) 38 4 - 2 7 9 8 . See also the excerpts from H .  S .  Pol lock's Blueb ird Nes t ing Surveys 

on page 2 0  o f  this i s s ue. Remember we rely on our reade rs for all of our material . 
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Hummer Made It Through The Winter ! 

by Bonita Lingenfe lter 
c / o  Natural i s t ' s Notebook 

June 1 9 9 5 

A hummingbi rd ,  hovering in front of the windo w ,  sips art i f icial nectar from 
a s t rategically placed feeder and then , long , mobile tongue glistening , she darts 
back and forth fli cking fruit fl ies out of the air . The only unusual aspect of this 
picture i s  that she ' s on my side of the glass whi l e , j us t  beyond the pane , grey , 
wind- driven rain lashes the col d ,  muddy earth . 

My l i t t l e  free - f lying house guest has been tentat ively ident i f i ed as an Anna ' s 
Hummingbird who , for reasons unknown , did not migrate .  Rescued f rom certain death 
last November by a concerned bird lover , i t  became my winte r - long respons ibi l i ty to 
ensure her survival unt i l  the coming spring ' s flowers start produc ing the nectar 
necessary to sustain her when she is returned to the wi l d . 

Meanwhile , she spends her t ime sipping vitamin- fort i f ied sugar wat er , chas ing 
f ruit f l i e s , or qui etly whispering to herse l f  while roost ing in the dense fol iage 
of the solarium ' s large weeping f ig t ree . Her sharp " c hick " f eeding notes and 
darting f l ight bring l i fe and colour to these gloomy pre - spring days , and her 
cont inuing presence of fers me a unique opportunity to closely s tudy one of nature ' s  
engineer ing marve l s . 

Although minuscul e ,  hummers are so ski l l fully aerobat i c ,  and so fearle ss , they 
wi l l  attack much larger bi rds - - even hawks - - with impunity . The ir bol d - hearted 
bravery , coup l ed wi th their pri sm- hued glitte r  of iridescent colours make them the 
darl ings of bird - wat cher and gardener a l ike , and lovers of these wee rainbow 
wa rriors go to great lengths to secure their company . 

Bright ly co loured feeders slung under the eave s provide perfect b i rd vi ewing , 
but can prove to be a haz ard to the t iny humme r ' s health . Incorre ctly prepared 
sugar solut i ons , poorly maintained nectar dispensers , and feeders l e f t  out too long 
in the fall may a l l  contribute to the unt imely death of these del ight ful birds . 

Migrat ing hummingbi rds wi l l  appear in our area somet ime during t he next few 
weeks . For those who l ike to o f fer them supplemental food , there are a f ew bas ic 
rul e s  to keep in mind . 

Firs t , never mix the sugar/water solut i on stronger than four part s  water to 
one part sugar - - f ive or six parts water would probably be safer . * * 

Second , bring this mixture to a hard , roll ing boil for one minute ,  then cool 
quickly with the cover s t i l l  on the ve ssel , and st ore any extra solut ion in the 
re frigerator in a c l ean j ar .  

Thi rd, never leave the food in the f eeder for more than three days , even in 
cool weather . During warm spel ls , change it more frequent ly and always , always , 
scrub out the container with hot soapy water , then rinse thoroughly be fore 
re f i l l ing . Most f eeders are wel l  des igned for dispens ing the syrup , but are very 
di f f i cult to cl ean . When purchas ing a feeder , keep this in mind and be prepared to 
spend some t ime shopping for the most suitable container ; also pick up a pack of 
pipe cl eaners to fac i l i tate cl eaning its tight , inacce s s ible corners and narrow 
openings . 

Las t l y ,  take down , clean and store the feeder by the end of July . * * *  

There are some who bel ieve hummingbirds wi l l  migrate i n  the proper season 
regardl ess of the i r  feeder dependency and no doubt , for the mo st part , they do . 
Howeve r ,  the Anna ' s  has extended its normal wint er range northwards from Calif ornia 
to Vancouver Island , and it is be l i eved hummingbird feeders play a ma j or role in 
this expans ion . Certainly , young birds who have done most of the ir feeding at such 
stat ions may l inger overlong , and this coul d explain how my endearing hous egues t  
comes t o  f ind herself l iving behind a glass wal l ,  where her only enterta inment 
appears to be the seeking out , and shredding , of hidden spider webs . Although she 
now enj oys the services of a personal body- servant , who mixe s her drinks and serves 
her vials of fat , hand- raised fruit flies on demand , I doubt it compares with 
s ipping rich nectar from blood- red Hibi s cus , whi le daz z l ing her admirers in the 
golden ha z e  of a hot Cal i fornian sun . a 
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EDITORS ' NOTE : Bonita ' s  hummingbird art icle , submi t ted to u s  by BCFO member Joyce 
Henderson , origina l ly appeared on page A- 2 0  of The Shuswap Market News , March 18 , 
1 9 9 5 . We enj oyed the article , however , we have asteri sked two po ints because , from 
other l i terature , we f ind diffe ring opinions regarding both sugar solut ion strengths 
and feeder removal da tes . S ince we are not experts we o f fer the fol lowing notes 
from the l i terature and ask our readers to send us their thoughts and comments . 

Bonita Lingen felter ( * * ) : " . . .  never mix the sugar /water so lution stronger than four 
parts water to one part sugar - - f ive or six part s water would probably be safer . "  

Bird Wa tchers Dige s t  (BWD) : Enj oying Hummingbirds More ( Special I s sue 1 9 9 2 , p .  4 ,  2 1 )  

" Most hummingbird authori t ies recommend four part s water t o  one part sugar . 
A 4 to 1 rat io mo s t  closely matches the sugar content or ' sweetness ' of naturally 
produced ne ctars . But some longt ime feeder operators now ins i s t  that 5 to 1 and even 
7 to 1 ratios are j ust as attract ive to hummingb irds . . . .  Some s tudi e s  have shown 
that strong solut ions may cause l iver comp l i cat ions in captive b i rds . "  

Victoria Natural i s t  (VN) : Hummingbird Study :  whi ch sugar conc entration does the 
Anna ' s  Hummingbird pre fe r ?  I Tessa Campbe l l . 1 9 8 9 .  4 5 ( 4 ) : 12 . 

" . . .  Hummingbi rds preferred the feeder containing 7 5 %  sugar solut ion , which 
accounted for most feeding t ime ( 3 , 7 8 4  seconds ) ,  longe st average feeding per vis it 
( 5 2  seconds ) , and nearly one - third ( 3 1 % )  of comb ined feeding t ime for all feeders . 
Sugar solut ions of 6 0 %  and 9 0 %  each accounted for 2 1 %  of a l l  feeding t ime . Combined , 
the s e  three solutions accounted for nearly three - quarters ( 7 1 % )  of all feeding t ime . 

In Cal i fornia the Anna ' s  Hummingbird prefers a 3 0 %  sugar solut i on , which is 
two and a hal f  times more di luted than my resul ts for B . C .  Thi s diff e rence may be 
due to the colder northern cl imate , which may require more energy for survival , 
hence a higher sugar solution . In addit ion , because the bird ' s natural diet also 
contains sma l l  ins ec ts , these may be less avai lable in British Columbia because it 
is colder and hence hummingbirds may f eed on more concentrated sugar so lut ions . 

In conclus ion , I determined that the preferred sugar solut ion ( 7 5 % )  of the 
Anna ' s  Hummingbird in British Columb ia did not agree with other studi es ( 3 0 % )  in 
Cal i fornia and I suggested reasons for this diffe rence . "  

A Guide to Feeding Winter Birds in British Columbia (GFWB) I Bob Waldon . Vancouve r ,  
BC : Whi t ecap Books , 1 9 9 2 . (page 96 -9 7 )  

"Anna ' s Hummingbird . . .  readily visits feeders for sugar-water which,  in 
winter , should be increased in strength to 6 0 %  sugar content from the 2 0 - 2 5 %  
customari ly used i n  hot weather . "  

Bonita Lingenfelter ( * * * ) : " . . .  take down . . .  the fe eder by the end o f  July . " 

BWD (page 6 , 7) :  " Hummers that l inger at fe eders may be progeny of a late ne st ing 
and may need a l i t t l e  more t ime to put on adequate fat than their earl ier hatched 
brothers . . . .  Every year in the fall & winte r ,  hummingbirds are reported at feeders 
where they are unl i kely to be able to survive the winter . . . .  Many of these birds 
are de st ined to di e ,  but some may be saved by human intervent ion . Removal of a 
feeder on which a hummingbird i s  totally dependent wi ll only ensure that the bird 
wi l l  di e . " 

VN 1 9 87 : Anna ' s  Hummingbird . . .  on Vancouver Is land , K Taylor & C Harper , 4 3 ( 6 ) : 9 

"Anna ' s Hummingbird has increased its population recently, expanding its range 
northward al ong the we st coast & eas tward in North America . . . .  This range expansion 
i s  due to the replacement of its natural habitat , containing seasonal ly- l imited food 
sources , with resident ial gardens , which flower abundantly throughout the year and 
of ten contain art i f i cial feeders that can carry bi rds over the winter season . 
Anna ' s  Hummingbird is now a rare to uncommon res i dent in the southeast coastal 
lowlands f rom Me tchos in north to Campbell River . It is most often seen during the 
winte r  months , when it is most dependent on art i f i c ial feeders , and observat ions 
have increas ed steadi ly s ince 1 9 7 3 . "  

GFWB (page 9 8) : " Even in the benign cl imate of Victoria and environs i t  is 
as toni shing that a hummingbird regul arly winters t here success ful ly,  albeit with 
help f rom fe eders in most cases . "  



P.age 1 8  B.C. F I ELD ORNI THOLOG I ST 

Birding And Baseball: PART 2 - - Opportunities. 

by Mike McGrenere 
1 1 7 8  Sunnygrove Terrace 

Vic t ori a , BC V8Y 2V9 

June 1 9 9 5  

It i s  not often that I am able to combine my two favourite pa st ime activities , 
b i rding and fastp i t ch sof tball , into an opportunity to do both on the same trip . 
Usua l ly , they are in conf l i c t , l ike the Victoria umpires fastpitch tournament which 
is the same weekend as the Okanagan big day chall enge . However , in 1 9 94 , an 
opportunity presente d  itself to combine a sof tball event with a birding hol iday . 

The World Mas ter ' s  Games were he ld in Brisbane , Aust ral ia , over a two week 
period during September and October of 1 9 9 4 . The Bri sbane games were the third 
World Master ' s  Games , held every four years , to encourage individuals 3 5  years and 
over t o  part i c ipate in a mul ti -national and mul t i - sport event . S ince I play on a 
mas ter ' s  softball t eam , our team entered the s oftball compe tit ion . Be ing the only 
bi rder on the softball t eam , I used my preparation t ime before heading to Australia 
l ooking up information on good birding locat ions in southeast Queensland while the 
rest of my teammates were s earching for resort areas on the Gold & Sunshine Coa sts . 

This trip was a fami ly affai r with my wi fe , Barb , and our seven -year-old son , 
Graham , coming al ong for the ho liday . Our f irst bird in Austral ia was not a House 
Sparrow but was the Fairy Martin which we saw whi l e  l eaving the Bri sbane airport . 
House Sparrows , however , were present at our motel in Brisbane . We were fortunate 
to have a park with a rugby field si tuated across from our motel which we used as 
a pract i ce f i e l d .  Although the park was adj acent to an industrial area , it had both 
Pied and Grey Butcherbirds , Rainbow Lorikeet s ,  Galahs and even a Masked P l over which 
would walk to the oppo si te end of the f ield during our practices . 

The World Master ' s  Games at tracted over 2 3 , 0 0 0  part icipants from 6 9  count ries 
who competed in 30 dif ferent sports . The s o ftball event had 73 teams from f ive 
countries in both men ' s and women ' s  divis ions . Our team was very succe s s ful in the 
so f tbal l competition , going unde feated and winning the gold medal in our divis ion . 
The park where the so ftba l l  event was held had 1 7  sof tbal l  diamonds . Howeve r ,  we 
s t i l l  managed to s e e  15 species including the large Blue - faced Honeyeat e r ,  Crested 
Pigeons which preferred an area near the children ' s  cl imber and a Sul fur- crested 
Cockatoo which woul d  fly, s creeching over the park during our games . 

After t he Games f ini shed , we went on a three week camping t rip around south
eastern Queensland . Our primary des t inat ions were some of the beaut i ful nat ional 
parks in this area of Queensland . Al though bi rding was one of our maj or activi t ies , 
we wanted Graham to enj oy the birds , plant s and animals of Aus t ralia so we chose 
areas which o f fered a variety of natural experience s .  

Lamington Nat i onal Park , s i tuated to the southwe st of Bri sbane , was our f irst 
s top . It is in a mountainous area and the cool temperatures at the higher el evations 
were a re l i e f  after several hot days in Bri sbane . We camped in the area of the park 
near O ' Re i l ly ' s Lodge which is wel l  know for Regent Bowerbirds . The s tore at the 
l odge sold bird seed so Graham had a great t ime feeding the Crimson Ro sellas and 
King Parrots which would land on his head , shoulders and hands looking for s eed . 
Some o f  our better sightings in the park were two female Paradise Ri f l ebirds , a 
Noisy Pitta , nume rous Southern Logrunners , Wompoo Fruit Doves and a Topknot Pigeon . 
We also found several bowers of the Regent Bowerbird and had a Brush Turkey fol low 
us down a trail for over a kilometre as if it was a pet . 

Barb and I l ived in Australia from 1 9 7 3  unt il 1 9 7 7  and one of our favourite 
areas was Carnarvon National Park , located about 7 0 0  ki lometres northwe s t  of 
Bri sbane . The park contains a number of gorges with vertical sands tone bluf fs and 
it is truly an oas is in the dry outback . Domestic pets are not all owed in Aus tral ian 
nat ional parks so the kangaroos ,  wall abies and possums can be found in the camp 
grounds . Thi s , of course , was a real highl ight for Graham at all the nat ional 
parks , but e special ly at Carnarvon park . 

We were fortunate to see two Australian Bustards on our drive into Carnarvon 
National Park . The dry fore sts also produced Little Lorikeets , Red- winged Parrots 
and a Whi t e - eared Honeyeater . The waterways in the gorges were s t i l l  f l owing , even 
though this area of Que ens land was in the fourth year of drought . Birding along the 
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Birding And Baseball . . .  ( continued) 

hiking t ra i l s  in the gorges was very good with s ightings of Azure Kingf i sher , 
Ye l l ow- tufted Honeyeater and Glossy Black Cockatoo . The hiking trails l ead to caves 
along the gorges which have some excellent examples of Aboriginal rock art . 

On our drive back to the coa st , we stopped at Eunge l l a Nat i onal Park . In John 
Bransbury ' s book , Where to Find Birds in Aus t ral ia , his sect ion on Eungella Nat ional 
Park states 11 • • •  the park ' s avi fauna is somewhat impoverished . . .  11 Thi s  was not our 
impre s s ion o f  the b i rds in this beaut i ful rainforest . Al though it is di f f i cult to 
see b i rds in the ra infore s t , we managed to ident i fy 5 3  species during our day- and - a 
hal f  i n  the park , inc luding both the Spe ctacled and Black- faced Monarchs . The 
highl ight o f  this park , though , was not a b i rd but the many platypus in the Broken 
River which runs through the park . We went on our only rare b i rd search in t his 
area , looking for the Eungella Honeyeater whi ch is found at higher elevations in the 
Eungella range . We did not f ind the bird but observed many S carlet Honeyeaters 
during our s earch . 

We dis covered one of our best birding areas by chance , near Yeppoon to the 
northeast of Rockhampton . After learning that a boat trip to Barren I s l and wouldn ' t 
be sail ing due to high winds , we were informed, by the local tourist bureau , of a 
good b i rding area at the nearby Capricornia International Resort . The resort al lows 
the pub l i c  to have access to the property which contains s everal thousand hectares 
of wet l and and forest . One of the f i rst bird species that we observed was a fl ock 
of 2 5 - 3 0  Red- tailed Black Cockatoos near the resort ' s  gol f  course . Al though many 
of the gra s s land a reas had been burnt by bushf ires and s ome of the we tlands were 
dry , we eventually found an exce l l ent wetland area where we obs erved 3 1  waterbird 
species including many Brolga , f ive species of heron and egret , both Ye l l ow-bil led 
and Royal Spoonb i l l s , three ibis spe cies and hundreds of Purpl e  Swamphens . We 
located our only Bush Thi ck-knee on the resort property and also observed two Whi t e 
tailed Sea Eagl es feeding o n  a n  eel . 

Our f ive weeks in Austral ia provided a great opportunity to enj oy both birding 
and sof tbal l .  We observed 2 1 3 species of birds during our Aus s i e  holiday . The 
opportunity to part i c ipate in the softbal l compe tit ion at a mul t i - national sport ing 
event and then to go bi rding in many of the nat iona l parks in southeastern 
Queensland was a great way to combine my two favourite past ime act ivi t i es . c  

GUIDEL INES FOR S ITE GUIDES 

S i t e  Guides should be about 2 - 3  pages in l ength . They should include a map ( hand
drawn is fine ) with distances to viewing areas cl early indi cated f rom the start ing 
point . Landmarks and te rrain should be noted , along with the birds seen in season . 
Any unusual or special species should be given and a local contact person is always 
helpful inf ormat ion . Hazards and closed areas should also be indicated so that we 
may a l l  experience safe bi rding . It ems of hi stori cal or geological interest along 
the route should also be noted . Many birders are interested in a broad range of 
natural his tory areas and i t  is nice to be able to st imulate the grey cells while 
pat iently and qui e t ly awa it ing the po s s ible appearance o f  an elus ive l i febird . c  

The Question for the Quarterly 

Whi le we we re in Ke lowna one of the BCFO members asked i f  we might include in each 
issue an interes t ing ques t ion for birders to ponder upon . She provided us with the 
quest ion for this issue . We request members ( or others ) to send us an answer to the 
following que s t ion and to pose addi t ional interest ing que st ions of the i r  own . 

The que s t ion for this is sue is : Why do Rufous - s ided Towhees have red eye s ?  

The Edi tors don ' t know . Does anyone out there know? Please send us your considered 
sugge s t ions , theor ies , etc . Quite a f ew spe cies of birds do have red eyes ( c ertain 
ducks and grebes , some pigeons and vireos ) . Many of these birds are fai rly colorful 
in the i r  plumages so the eye color may not nece ssarily be j ust a display feature . 
Would any o f  our members / readers at Sapsucker Woods be wi ll ing to enl ighten us ? c  
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AUTHORS I N  THIS ISSUE 

Peter W .  Jones 
Peter , a much - trave l l ed b ird- watcher and a recent SFU graduate , had bird 
conservation as his maj or area of s tudy . His involvement in b i rd studies 
began in 1 9 8 7 . He has worked in Eastern Quebec ,  Newfoundland , Nova Scotia , 
James Bay , Long Point & s everal locations in BC ( inc luding Okanagan , North 
Coas t , Queen Charlotte I s l ands ) . 

Bonita Lingenfelter 
Bonita , a butterfly enthus iast , has her own garden in Salmon Arm planted to 
attract but terfli es . A creat ive wri ter , Bonita wri tes a weekly co lumn in the 
S huswap Market News about the fas c inat ing world of nature which surrounds us . 

Ron Mayo 
Ron has been a keen b i rder since his early t eens in the ' 3 0 s  back in England . 
Before ret i ring in S tuie he had thirty years of farm and bush l i f e  east of 
Prince George . Currently he is a close observer of nature around Bella Coola 
and he regularly monitors areas near his home in Tweedsmuir Park . 

M .  F .  (Mike ) McGrenere 
Former pres ident of the BCFO , Mike is s t i l l  an act ive member of the Victoria 
Natural His tory Society and the BCFO . He enj oys both birding and basebal l !  

Martin K .  McNicholl 
Mart in , our present Journal editor , has had an interest in birds f rom early 
chi l dhood . An author or co- author of over 2 0 0  publ icat ions , and board member 
of 2 8  organi zations , Martin continues his work as an orni thological f ield 
researcher wi t h  experience in Prince Edward I s land , Ontario , Manitoba , Yukon 
Territorie s ,  Sa skatchewan , Alberta , Bri t i sh Columbia and Cuba . SEE V . 4 ( 4 ) : 5 .  

Harold S .  Pol lock 
Af ter Harold f ini shed teaching at Queen ' s  Unive rsity he re tired to Victoria 
where he developed an interest in birding , especially in bluebirds . He i s  an 
act ive member of the Victoria NHS and bi rds regularly with the Tuesday Group . 

Jack Will iams 
Jack and his wi fe , Dorothy, are presently members of the White Rock and 
Surrey Naturalists . When he l ived in Sydney , Jack was an ornithol ogy leader 
with the Victoria NHS . He was also a member of t�e Vancouver NHS for several 
years and has been birding for about 45 years . a  

1993 - 94 B. C. Bluebird Nesting Surveys - - Some Excerpts 

At the last Vi ctoria Natural History Society mee t ing we asked Haro l d  Po l lock , 
who had given a pre sentat ion on bluebirds and bluebird trails last year , whether he 
would be will ing to give us a l i ttle information on bluebird nest box use . He very 
kindly gave us a pr intout of his stat i s t i c s  for bluebird ne st ing surveys taken from 
throughout the province . Space does not allow us to give you the complete survey 
resul t s  but we pres ent some excerpts for you reading interes t .  

Surveyed Trai l s  19 9 3 - 9 4 
Que sne l , Smithers , Kamloops , Golden ( 94 ) , Vernon , Kelowna , Wes tbank , Fernie & area , 
Sa lmon Arm ( 94 ) , Cas t l egar & area , Southern Interior , KimberlyiCranbrook , Prince ton , 
Grand Forks , Will iams Lake and Narama ta to Vas eux Lake ( 9 3 ) . 

Blueb ird Fledgings 5-year increase (Be s t  Estimate from Availab l e  Data) 
Mountain Bluebird f l edglings : ( 1 9 9 0 ) 9 9 1  I ( 1 9 9 4 )  5 9 3 9 : 5 - year increase of 4 5 9 %  
Western Bluebird f l edglings : ( 1 9 9 0 ) 7 6 8  I ( 1 9 9 4 )  2 8 9 6 : 5 - year increase o f  2 7 7 %  

Other Sp e c i e s  Us ing Bluebird Nes tboxes 
Vio l e t - green & Tree Swallows ; Black- capped , Mountain & Ches tnut - backed Chickadees ; 
House Wrens ; White - breas ted & Red- breasted Nuthatches ; House Spa rrows ; Squirrels ; 
Fl ying Squirrels and Chipmunks . 

We hope to have an art icle from Harold in our next is sue . Members wishing 
further information on the se provinc ial Bluebird Ne st ing Surveys might contact : 
Harold S .  Pol lock , 1 0 4 - 2 2 5  Bel l eville St reet , Victoria , BC V8V 4T9 . a  


